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June 5, 2020 

On behalf of the Newton Board of Education and our entire staff, I want to acknowledge the pain and 
the anger that is being experienced in the Newton community due to the murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, MN; the killing of Ahmaud Arbery outside Brunswick, GA; the homicide of Breonna 
Taylor in Louisville, KY; the racially motivated incident in New York’s Central Park against Christian 
Cooper; and the other senseless acts of violence perpetrated against women and men of color 
throughout our country.  The racism, bias, and aggression evident in these crimes are felt deeply, by 
none more so than those who are its constant targets. 

We speak out as a school district about these atrocities because they are completely against our 
essential beliefs:   

● Today’s students will become tomorrow’s leaders - Our young people must learn from our 
speech and action that such racial injustice can never be normalized or tolerated in our society 
-- not now, not ever. 

● Success is an unlimited commodity and every child can be successful - Excellence through 
equity for every Newton student has never been more important. 

● The power of diversity - The unique talents, life experiences, and cultural values of each 
student must be built into personal pillars of strength. 

● The value of care - Trust, respect, and support are at the heart of our school culture, and 
remain the foundation of our relationships. 

● Partnerships to help students achieve - Nurturing adults must collaborate to be models of 
virtuous speech and action on behalf of our children. 

But as important as speaking to our beliefs, we must listen so that the voices of those most aggrieved 
can be elevated, heard, and acted upon.   

We are concerned about our students, all of whom have been away from the physical presence of their 
teachers and other educators for months.  They have been subjected to appalling loss of life and 
systemic bigotry on television and social media.  We ask our community of parents, adult relatives, 
educators, and other caregivers to continue to ask your children how they are feeling at this time and 
then listen closely to their responses.  Our school guidance staff is available to provide counsel should 
that be helpful to you. 

Together we must care for our young people, if we are to make their future better than our present. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. G. Kennedy Greene 
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