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June 30, 2020 

Newton Public Schools Community: 

On behalf of the Board of Education, let me extend our thanks to students, parents, staff, 
and community members for your tremendous efforts over more than three months to 
make the best of a very difficult time in our lives, including our creative end-of-year 
celebrations.  Our Newton Strong spirit has never been more evident, as we 
demonstrated the authentic relationships that make us the unique place we are. 

The move to fully remote learning in March was unexpected, and yet we achieved 
considerable progress facilitated by years of focused action on core strategies such as 
student-centered learning, blended instruction, social-emotional learning, 
trust-respect-support, mental health, community schools, and educational equity.   

We are relying on these values and what we have learned to guide the reopening of our 
schools in September, which Governor Murphy announced this past Friday in 
conjunction with the state’s plan for educational restart and recovery at 
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/. 

In Newton, we were thinking about next year well before the end of this one.  Staff 
committees are drafting a plan for our schools, starting with health standards based 
on national CDC guidelines and the state’s plan.  Important among these standards are:  

● Staff and students staying home when they are sick; 
● Daily health screenings by trained employees; 
● Frequent hand washing and hand sanitizing; 
● Physically/socially distanced classrooms and other learning spaces; 
● Face coverings for staff, students, and visitors; 
● Regular messaging emphasizing how to prevent spreading illness; 
● Enhanced cleaning and sanitizing of all classrooms, restrooms, buses, 

touchpoints, etc.; and 
● Isolation based on symptoms with contact tracing for confirmed cases. 

 

 
 

http://www.newtonnj.org/
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/


We understand that physical health is just the beginning.  Months of distancing from 
family, friends, and teachers have produced anxieties in many of our children.  A key 
component of our district reopening plan will be to assess and address the social, 
emotional, and mental health of our students using multi-tiered systems of support. 

As for teaching and learning, there will be no opportunity to return to a pre-COVID 
normal until a vaccine is fully deployed, which may happen by Fall 2021 at the earliest. 
So, we must plan for hybrid instruction as a preferred model for 2020-21 and remote 
instruction: (a) for students whose parents choose not to send them to school; and (b) if 
a viral reemergence occurs.   

Hybrid instruction will be a customized program of in-person and remote teaching 
based on student needs and developmental appropriateness that accelerates our path 
toward more student-centered learning.  Different ages and different learning needs 
will lead us to design educational programs uniquely suited for each group.  For us, the 
remote part of hybrid instruction may occur in the home or in the school’s larger 
spaces, depending on each family’s needs. 

But this work cannot be done without your input.  Shortly we will be sending out 
surveys to families, staff members, and middle and high school students. We need 
to hear from you about your experiences, how you are feeling about school reopening 
in the fall, your family’s health, and what your needs may be.  These surveys will be 
asking for some personal information (which will be kept protected), so we can build 
out the steps of our reopening in as individualized a way as possible. 

If you have questions or concerns at this point, I encourage you to contact me directly 
by email at kgreene@newtonnj.org or by phone at 973-383-7392. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. G. Kennedy Greene 
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