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The Board of Education is moving 
forward on its goal to develop a fu-
ture-focused strategic plan for school 
facilities.  Dr. Greene reported out the 
results of a stakeholder survey at the 
October 20 board meeting. Here are 
some of the highlights:

• 75 people responded to the survey which had been publicized in the September 2015 
Brave News and posted on the district website. 60% of the respondents identified them-
selves as staff members and 23% said they were parents.

• 61% of the respondents agreed with the Board of Education’s overall assessment of the 
state of school facilities.

• Areas of additional need that drew the most comments included storage space for staff, 
high school science labs and athletic facilities, and air conditioning in all three buildings.

• The Board modified the facilities analysis to reflect the survey results. The final version 
concluded that 78% of Merriam Avenue School’s facilities are adequate for current or 
future use as compared to 39% at Newton High School and 30% at Halsted Middle 
School.

The Board approved having the administration put out a request for proposal for architectural 
services to develop cost estimates on each facility item that was determined to be inadequate 
for current or future use. The Board’s next steps will be to hire an architect, have cost estimates 
prepared, and discuss the estimates publicly to move toward a strategic school facilities plan 
for the district.

SCHOOL FACILITIES   
SURVEY RESULTS

In November, the State of New Jersey released statewide, school level and grade level PARCC 
results from the Spring 2015 test administration. The state scores aligned with outcomes 
from other recent nationally acknowledged tests. Here are a few examples of passing rate 
comparisons:

• 2015 PARCC Literacy Grade 4 = 51%; 2013 NAEP Reading Grade 4 = 42%2015  
• 2015 PARCC Math Grade 4 = 41%; 2013 NAEP Math Grade 4 = 49%
• 2015 PARCC Literacy Grade 8 = 52%; 2013 NAEP Reading Grade 8 = 46%
• 2015 PARCC Literacy Grade 11 = 41%; 2013 NAEP Reading Grade 12 = 41%
• 2015 PARCC Algebra I = 36%; 2011 American Diploma Project Algebra I = 35%

Recently, we have also received individual results for Newton students. Those reports have 
been mailed to parents along with information on how to interpret the scores. Parents are 
invited to contact their schools with questions about score interpretation. We will begin to 
use this data to identify student strengths and weaknesses as well as review the alignment of 
our curriculum with state standards. 

The district will be holding a PARCC meeting for parents on Thursday January 7, 2016, at 
7:00 pm at Newton High School. The purpose of the meeting will be to talk more about score 
report interpretation, discuss how testing for 2016 has been improved, and answer other 
questions parents may have.

PARCC 2015 SCORES RELEASED

http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/parcc/
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Every year the Merriam Avenue School PTO sets a goal for fundraising for the All for 
Books Challenge.  If students are able to meet that goal, Mr. Stanton and the teachers 
agree to do something fun at a school-wide assembly to show their appreciation and 
support for all the hard work by our students and PTO.  This usually involves staff 
members doing something that will make the children laugh.  This year, Mr. Stanton, 
Mr. Lutz, Mr. Lasso, Mr. Zymet, and Mr. Down agreed to do a popular dance that 
many students know.  The kids had a great time, but even more importantly, over 
$700 was raised to buy books for children in need.

All for books challenge

MATH ROCKS! On October 30, 
the band, Two Plus One, came to 

Merriam Avenue School for an assembly 
that integrated classic rock music with 
math.  The band was formed about ten 
years ago by Mr. Lutz, Merriam‘s Assistant 
Principal, along with other teachers he 
worked with at that time. Their goal was to 
show children that math can be fun.  The 
concert was a great success!

Four students at Merriam Avenue 
School each won $25 gift cards 
in the poster contest sponsored 
by TransOptions, a non-profit 
organization that supports and 
promotes alternative commuter 
options. 

TransOptions Poster 
Contest Winners

Ione Smith 

Jazira Faines 

Zoe Caraballo 

Cecily Marie Baglio

Daniel 
Petrone

 James 
Dolinac

Victor 
Albert 

Ms. McKnight, our librarian is leading 
our STEM program and has devel-

oped a new and exciting “Makerspace”, an 
innovative idea that combines technol-
ogy with creativity.  Students were given 
materials, introduced to Rube Goldberg 
machines and then proceeded to make 
their own marble  mazes.

MAS WATCHDOGS

Merriam Avenue School is now in its 
second year of participation in the Watch 
D.O.G.S. program.  This is a nationally 
recognized program that encourages 
fathers to become more involved in their 
child’s school.  Fathers sign up for a day 
at the school and participate in a number 
of activities, including reading to classes 
and helping out with lunch and recess.  
Over 70 fathers have signed up already.

Victor 
Albert

Braeden 
Petersen

Emily 
Rossi 

Continued on page 4
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Service Project in Dominican Republic

Continued on page 4

On November 3rd, the students and staff involved in the Life Skills program 
at Newton High School, hosted a Harvest Fest luncheon.  The Harvest Fest 
is an annual event that the staff and students look forward to.  The students, 
with the guidance of their teachers and teaching assistants, planned and 
carried out all aspects of this event.  As part of the life skills program the 
students read and analyzed the recipes that were prepared, created a grocery 
shopping list, took an outing to Shop Rite where they were able to purchase 
the ingredients, took reservations, counted money, prepared the meals, set 
the tables, served and cleaned up.  

LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM HARVEST FEST 
LUNCHEON AT NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL

NHS students who 
study Shakespeare, 
French and Drama 
were treated to a 
manic one-man 
performance by 
Tom Mooney on 
November 4th.  
Thanks to the 
Newton Pride 
O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
over 350 students 

witnessed a one-man show entitled “Moliere Than Thou”, based on 10 mono-
logues re-written by Mr. Mooney in splendid, rhyming English.  Similar to 
his renaissance brother Shakespeare, Mooney’s “Moliere Than Thou” seduces 
the audience with a literate, enthusiastic and athletic performance with 
costume and wig changes out of an antique “trousseau-de-voyage” (trunk).  

MOLIERE LIVES!

Mrs. Meg Waldron 
and Ms. Jean Perrier, 
both Newton Public 
School teachers, plus 
one esteemed high 
school student, Alyssa 
Petry, teamed with a 
local service organiza-
tion and visited villages 
in the Dominican 
Republic bringing 
much needed medical 
and school supplies.  In total 21 people (students and 
adults) delivered 45 suitcases with clothes, medical 
supplies, school supplies, a wheelchair and one set of 
crutches to 3 schools, 2 clinics and 4 villages in the area 
of Sousa, DR. Their service project involved painting 
homes and playing with children in different villages: 
jump rope, chalk, throwing and catching frisbees, and 
singing songs with the children. This was a great human-
itarian experience that will allow for life long memories!

Congratulations to all the fall 
athletic teams. This past 

season provided the Newton 
crowds with plenty to cheer 
about, as multiple championships 
were won. Field hockey led the 
way winning the North I Group I 
State Sectional Title and the NJAC 
Colonial Division. Boys and girls 
soccer also won division titles. 
Girls tennis and football also ex-
perienced successes throughout 
their seasons.

Halsted Middle School’s Week of Respect was filled 
with great activities and color-coordinated theme days. 
During this week, every day had a different challenge 
from door decorating to being the homeroom that had 
the most students wearing certain colored shirts. On 
the kickoff Monday, World Anti-Bullying Day, students 
wore blue to stomp out bullying. Tuesday was Random 
Acts of Kindness 
Day.  Staff spent 
the day provid-
ing the names 
and the actions 
of the people who 
were found doing 
nice things for 
others. Halsted 
students realized 
that even the simplest things can change someone’s day.  
On Thursday, our student body brought in 750 canned 
goods to be donated to our community.    

Week of Respect at 
Halsted Middle School

Google Expeditions Visits Halsted 
A number of Halsted students recently had the opportunity test a new Google product that is in 
development.  Google sent “Expeditions” Team Leaders to Halsted to  immerse groups of students 
in virtual reality journeys that bring educational topics to life in a way never before possible.  
Google brought kits containing everything teachers needed to run virtual trips for their classes: 
ASUS smartphones, a tablet for the teacher to direct the tour, a router that allows Expeditions to 
run without an Internet connection, and Google Cardboard viewers that turn smartphones into 
virtual reality headsets. Although nothing replaces a field trip, there are some places that are just 
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Wendy M. Whipple, Newton High School Teacher Librarian, has been honored with an invitation  
from  Mary L. Chute, New Jersey State Librarian, to serve on the statewide Database Advisory 

Committee. She will represent school librarians in the decision making process for the selection of 
information databases the State Library  will subsidize for all libraries in the State. When invited, Ms. 

Whipple enthusiastically responded that the chance to be part of this process, critical to the information needs of students and 
library users, has always been on her “teacher librarian bucket list”.  As Ms. Whipple posted on her library blog on  October 8, 2015, 
“The cornerstones of good, quality, high school level research are the many databases that the Library has purchased and provided 
for your use and found on the Library’s home page. “ She adds, “Our use of these information subscriptions containing scholarly 
periodical and reference source articles  is made possible because of the vendor contracts with the State Library.  It is my goal to 
provide all NHS students with instruction in the use of these databases that they will continue to use during their college years.” 

Google Expeditions visits Halsted         (Continued from page 3)

out of reach and virtual reality gives teachers a tool to take students 
places that are currently inaccessible. The Expeditions are collections, 
scenes or virtual reality panoramas annotated with details, high-
lights, and questions that immerse students in the learning.  Newton 
teachers, in partnership with Google, incorporate these expeditions 
into their lessons and guide students on journeys to places like the 
Great Barrier Reef, a literary tour of London, a Tour of Barcelona 
and even to the Moon!  Students were also given the opportunity 
to provide feedback to Google regarding their experience with the 
Expeditions program.  Newton was honored to be selected to partner 
with Google in this pioneer program to facilitate the integration of 
technology application to increase student achievement. 

MAKERSPACE         (continued from page 2)

Makerspace allows students to take risks while trying new ex-
periences and materials they have not tried before.  Sessions 
start with free exploration of resources and move towards 
problem solving, teamwork, peer-to-peer learning and creative 
invention.

Makerspace is often defined as a place where people have the 
opportunity to create, build, collaborate, imagine, learn, tinker 
and innovate using a variety of tools and materials.  Makerspace 
is a place where students can be messy, make mistakes and 
improve.  It is through this frame of mind that our students 
will be able to be creative and make something of their own.  
Makerspace activities are not competitive, there are no winners 
or losers,  just fantastic makers and learners. 


