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POPULATION SHIFTS FAVOR TOWN CENTERS 
What was initially a barely-noticed ripple is becoming an obvious wave — the great American 
migration to the nation’s wide open spaces is waning, and people are increasingly moving back 
to traditional population centers. Sources as disparate as Bankrate, Nielsen, and USA Today have 
commented on this emerging trend, and the Urban Land Institute identified a movement toward 
“walkable” town centers. To bring this closer to home, a recent Star-Ledger article referred to New 
Jersey’s population as undergoing a “seismic shift”, and last month the Sussex County Freeholders 
received draft demographic and economic analyses that reached similar conclusions.

There are several reasons for this transition.  First, the Great Recession has been followed by a slow 
and uneven recovery, which most economists predict will be the norm for the foreseeable future. 
Home ownership in large suburban tracts has decreased, and increasing numbers of families are 
downsizing their living spaces. Second, the technology revolution has made commuting to far 
away workplaces less critical. Employers are becoming more flexible about time and space, and 
telecommuting is a regular practice for many. Third, millenials (those born between the early 
1980s and the early 2000s) do not share the same lifestyle ambitions as their baby boomer parents. 
They prefer active communities with diverse options for entertainment, dining, and community 
living.

These demographic shifts are beginning to change the dynamics for established towns. The Town 
of Newton is undergoing a renaissance and seeing growth in certain segments of its population.  
The Newton Public Schools experienced a similar decline in enrollment as did other Sussex County 

Continued on page 4

Halsted Students Salute 
Our Veterans 

Students from Sussex County participated in a Veterans Day 
essay writing contest in September.  All entries were reviewed 
first by the Social Studies and Language Arts teachers and later 
judged by members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion.  Halsted’s own Trent Harden was chosen as 
the first place winner for the 8th grade group.  On November 
2nd, Trent  marched in the Veterans Day parade and read his 
essay at the ceremony at the Sussex County Fairgrounds.

First Energy Grant is 
Awarded

Jim Hofmann, Lauren Geaney, and Jenn 
Reynolds worked together to submit a grant 
to FIRST Energy. The intention is to expose 
students to the  understanding of the local 
power grid.  The students will be presented 
with a guest speaker from JCP&L and will 
follow the talk by  conducting a lab to further 
refine their knowledge of understanding the 
grid.  Representatives of Jersey Central Power 
and Light recently visited the school to present 
Halsted with the grant.  

The presentation regarding the grid and the 
lab will be run with the entire 8th grade class 
in the spring.  

http://www.bankrate.com/finance/real-estate/america-s-moving-back-downtown-1.aspx
http://www.nielsen.com/content/corporate/us/en/insights/news/2014/millennials-prefer-cities-to-suburbs-subways-to-driveways.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/03/27/census-cities-metro-growth-population/6863219/
http://urbanland.uli.org/economy-markets-trends/denser-burbs-drawing-homebuyers-walkable-town-center-design/
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/njs_population_undergoing_seismic_shift_new_data_show.html
http://togethernorthjersey.com/?ai1ec_event=sussex-county-strategic-growth-plan-up-date-draft-recommendations-presentation&instance_id=
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnj.org%2Feducation%2Fcomponents%2Fscrapbook%2Fdefault.php%3Fsectionid%3D1&screen_name=newtonnjschool&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=1b0d740b20dd8c
http://www.state.nj.us/education/choice/
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Spotlight on
Merriam Avenue School

Fall Fest 2014 
The Merriam Avenue School Parent 

Teacher Organization (PTO) presented the 
Fall Festival earlier this school year. The 
event began when students navigated their 
way through the parking lot, then converged 
on the big gym inside the school where a DJ 
filled the air with both beastly and modern 
beats. Winners of the pumpkin decorating 
contest were announced and prizes awarded 
to the scariest and most creative pumpkins. 

Students at Merriam Avenue 
School have been hard at 
work setting up the first ever 
“Buddy Bench” in Newton. 
A Buddy Bench is a way for 
students who feel lonely or 
left out during recess to find 
a connection with other 
students. This excerpt from 
the Daily Record explains the 
origins of the Buddy Bench.
“The Buddy Bench movement began in 2013 when the Huffington Post wrote 
about a first grader named Christian from Roundtown, Pa., who thought he 
was moving to Germany. While looking at what he thought would be his new 
school on-line, he saw a special bench on the playground and asked what it was 
for and was told that if someone is feeling lonely and in need of a buddy, that 
person can sit on the bench and others will know to reach out and offer to play.
The first grader liked the idea so much he told his Roundtown principal about it. 
Ultimately, the boy did not have to move to Germany, and the principal invited 
him to pick out a Buddy Bench for Roundtown Elementary, according to a press 
release from the school.
Since then principals and students around the globe have endorsed the intro-
duction of Buddy Benches to playgrounds, courtyards and gardens in schools 
and community centers, the release said.” 
The idea behind the bench is to spread compassion through an act of kindness. 
Students at Merriam began decorating their bench in October by putting a 
painted thumb print on the bench and decorating it. By putting their thumb 
prints on the bench, students make a pledge to befriend a peer during recess 
who does not have someone to play with or talk to.
Once all students have put their print on the bench, the bench will be placed 
out on the playground where anyone needing a friend can sit and find a 
buddy. This program is just one small part of the efforts at Merriam Avenue 
School to create a strong character education program which encourages 
students to take an active part in creating a positive and supportive school 
culture and climate.

Merriam Avenue School Joins the 
Global Buddy Bench Movement Tech Buddies

Like many schools in New Jersey, Merriam 
Avenue has purchased new technology equip-
ment to use in the classroom in preparation 
for the new state test – The Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC). Yet having the equipment 
in the building is only the first step in having 
students prepared for the test. Students also 
need to become comfortable using the equip-
ment from an early age. The more experience 
students have using laptops, Chromebooks 
and iPads, the more they will be able to 
use it for everyday learning, research and 
assessment. 
To help students become familiar with and 
comfortable using the equipment, Merriam 
Avenue students have joined forces with 
Newton High School students to create the 
tech-buddy program. 
Students from Newton High School came 
down to work with pre-school students on 
the iPads. The high school students sat with 
children from all three pre-school classes 
and helped them to play games like Endless 
Alphabet, a game where students have to move 
animated letters (which look like monsters and 
make their phonetic sound when touched) 
into their correct place in each word. Once as-
sembled, the word changed into an animation 
which gives the definition of the word.

Fourth graders took time out of their day 
to work with second grade students on 
Chromebooks purchased by the district. The 
fourth graders showed their younger coun-
terparts how to log on and find programs and 
apps in the cloud. Once the second graders 
were able to demonstrate that they could do so 
on their own, the students teamed up to play 
some educational games for the remainder of 
the period.

http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=3&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=3&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/parcc/
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=4&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
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Project Launch Evaluation
Project Launch, our afterschool community learning center for grades 4-8, 
received its independent evaluation on the inaugural 2013-14 school year. 
The evaluator’s report concluded that “An analysis of information collect-
ed through student and teacher interviews; entrance and exit surveys of 
students, parents, and staff; and student academic and behavioral data 
provided evidence that the program positively impacted the academic and 
behavioral achievement of the program participants at both schools. Some 
sample data from the report showed:

• State assessment scores and classroom grades increased more for Project 
Launch (PL) students than for non-PL students across the board. For 
example, Halsted PL students increased their NJASK Math scores by an 
average of 22 points, whereas non-PL student scores increased by an 
average of only 4 points.

• With regard to class participation and motivation to learn, teacher 
surveys showed that students attending PL for 30 or fewer days showed 
little change, 29% of those attending between 30 and 90 days showed 
improved participation and motivation, as did 45% of those who 
attended more than 90 days.

• 86% of Merriam PL parents and 78% of Halsted PL parents surveyed 
said that their children developed a better attitude toward school as a 
result of the program.

• 80% of all parents observed their children in the program at least once.

Superintendent Dr. Greene complimented Project Self-Sufficiency as the 
lead agency on a very successful first year noting that at the beginning we 
were challenged to “build the plane while we were flying it.”  While the 
program fell just short of its enrollment goal, this year’s student participation 
is already exceeding the target.  Administrative meetings identified several 
suggestions for improving the programs, and those have been implemented. 
We look forward to continuing this collaborative partnership for the con-
tinuing benefit of our students and their families.

Students in 4th grade at Merriam Avenue School and in grades 5 – 8 at 
Halsted Middle School continue to learn new skills at the Project Launch 
after school program.  Engineering expertise was tested with the design and 
construction of exciting structures like roller coasters, stadiums, bridges and 
skyscrapers.  Guest speakers have given students a glimpse of a wide range of 
careers, from law enforcement to finance to race car driving.  Children even 
learned how to dress for success at a job interview.  Students have taken their 
learning experience on the road with field trips to the Intrepid Sea, Air, and 
Space museum, the American Museum of Natural History, and a Red Bulls 
game.  

The Project Launch Newton after school enrichment program is funded in 
its entirety by federal 21st Century Community Learning Center grant funds 
through an agreement with the New Jersey Department of Education.  For 
more information about the Project Launch Newton after school enrichment 
program, call Project Self-Sufficiency at 973-940-3500 or visit www.project-
launchnewton.org. 

Girls on the Run

Twelve 7th and 8th grade students have been 
participating in the Girls on the Run Program 
the past few months.  We inspire girls to be 
joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, ex-
perience-based curriculum which creatively 
integrates running. Girls on the Run honors its 
core values. We strive to:
• Recognize our power and responsibility to 

be intentional in our decision making
• Embrace our differences and find strength in 

our connectedness
• Express joy, optimism and gratitude through 

our words, thoughts and actions
• Nurture our physical, emotional and spiritu-

al health
• Lead with an open heart and assume positive 

intent
• Stand up for ourselves and others

Teachers Elysia Ochs, Kate Delvecchio, and 
Shannon Williams have been enjoying coaching 
the girls.   Thank you to Project Launch for spon-
soring the girls and bringing this program to 
Halsted!

HALSTED MIDDLE SCHOOL placed thirteen students 
in this year’s Sussex County Honors Band and Chorus. 

Our highest scoring students include Chelsea Leonardo who 
placed 4th out of 41 altos who auditioned, Gregory Nappa 
who placed 2nd out of 11 baritones, and Bridget Guziewicz 
who placed 3rd out of 41 sopranos.  Josh Rothstein placed 
2nd on French Horn after only studying the instrument for 
a month!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK YOUR EYE EXAM AND EYE WEAR 
TODAY!!  

 
 

Date: Wednesday, March 25th 2015 (4:00pm – 8:00pm) 
At: Long Pond Middle School 

 Address: 707 Limecrest Rd, Newton, NJ 07860 
                                            Visit the Complete On-Site Optical Shop 
                           Eye Exams – Glasses – Sunglasses – Contacts - Accessories 

                    To Register: Call 1-800-530-2730 
                       Or Register Online By Visiting 
   www.Optical-Academy.com  and Clicking on the 
          On-Site Calendar to book your appointment. 

   

 

http://www.projectlaunchnewton.org/
http://www.projectselfsufficiency.org/
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=3&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=2&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
https://www.optical-academy.com/
http://www.projectlaunchnewton.org/
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• Senior Benjamin Silva has been named a commended student in the 2015 National Merit 
Scholarship Competition.

• NHS Field Hockey won the North 1 Group 1 Sectional Title with a 1-0 victory over Kittatinny.
• The Newton HS Marketing Class is producing the Braves Bulletin, our district’s first stu-

dent-led social media outlet.
• The Newton HS College Fair drew 83 post secondary institutions and over 230 students and 

40 parents. It was by far the largest such event in school history. 
• Our Week of Respect was headlined by Rachel’s Challenge assemblies at Merriam and 

Halsted to promote kindness and acts of compassion as part of our character education 
program.

  DID YOU KNOW....

school districts from 2000-2010. But over the 
past five years, our student numbers are ex-
periencing an upswing, particularly among 
younger families. Our average enrollment in 
grades K-4 stands at 91 students per grade 
level, where grades 5-8 are at 78 students. 
This was a primary reason we shifted the 5th 
grade program to Halsted Middle School this 
year to balance the available space for our el-
ementary and middle level programs.

We are looking at the long term view as well. 
The Board of Education commissioned a 
2011 study to identify facility needs in each 
of our three school buildings. We have held 
intensive annual discussions to prioritize 
facility projects, we have analyzed staffing 
levels regularly to allocate our human re-
sources more effectively. The Board recently 
met with its architect to look at zoning regu-
lations around the current facilities as a step 
to explore all future options. Each of these 
activities is being undertaken with the pop-
ulation trends in mind. We look forward to 
continuing an extended dialogue with our 
parents and community about these issues as 
they unfold.

Population Shifts Favor Town 
Centers                          (continued from page 1)                                          L O U I S V I L L E - 

Members of the 
Newton FFA Chapter 
in New Jersey were 
one of  43 teams 
participating in the 
National FFA Meats 
Evaluation and 
Technology Career 
Development Event 
(CDE). The event was held in conjunction with the 87th National FFA Convention & 
Expo in Louisville, Ky. The team, led by advisor David Pede, was awarded a Bronze 
emblem. Members also competed for individual awards with 162 other participants. 
Brian Francis Masi received a Bronze emblem, Kevin Anthony Rodriguez received a 
Bronze emblem, and Sarah Emily Hosler received a Bronze emblem.

Newton FFA Press Release

http://newton.nj.schoolwebpages.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=5661&linkid=nav-menu-container-4-34729

