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Newton Students Achieve at World-Class Level on 
PISA 2012

DISTRICT ACTION PLAN ACHIEVEMENTS

Each year the Board of Education develops district goals, and the Superintendent creates 
an action plan with activities to achieve those goals. The following is a summary report on 
the 2013-14 district action plan, which was shared publicly at the May 14 board meeting:
1. Increase academic achievement for all students, especially sub-

groups not meeting state performance targets.

• School Improvement Plans were presented to the Board, based in part on areas 
cited in the state’s School Performance Reports (Board meeting 9-24-13).

• Monthly reports from principals, directors, and building coordinators document-
ed improvement plan activities (September 2013-May 2014).

• Lesson plans verify curricular implementation (2013-2014 school year)
• Multiple workshops and turnkey trainings have been presented to enhance im-

plementation of the Common Core State Standards (Principals and building 
coordinators monthly reports, September 2013-May 2014).

• PLC meetings have been held at grade/department levels to develop unit plans 
and benchmark assessments (Building coordinators monthly reports, September 
2013-May 2014).

Board Certification

Continued on page 3

Follow@newtonnjschool

In October 2012, students at Newton High School sat for the Programme for International 
Student Assessment, also known as PISA, the international test given every three years which 
aims to evaluate education systems worldwide by assessing the skills and knowledge of 15-year-
old students. 

Newton HS students scored significantly above the mathematics, science, and reading literacy 
averages of the United States as a whole and the averages of the 65 economies in the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, which includes countries such as China, Germany, 
Korea, France, Japan, Canada, Singapore, and the UK. In mathematics, Newton HS students 
scored ahead of 56 world economies and behind only 9 others. In science, they scored above 63 
of the 65 world economies, and behind only China's Shanghai region in reading literacy.

According to the PISA website , the assessment "is the only international education survey to 
measure the knowledge and skills of 15-year-olds, an age at which students in most countries are 
nearing the end of their compulsory time in school. Around 510,000 students in 65 economies 
took part in PISA 2012 representing about 28 million 15-year-olds globally." 

The Newton Board of Education earned recognition as a Certificated Board by the New Jersey 
School Boards Association (NJSBA) at the Sussex County School Boards Association meeting 
on May 13, 2014. President Stella Dunn accepted the award on behalf of the Board from NJSBA 
field representative Robynn Meehan.

The NJSBA website states, "Through Board Certification, the Academy recognizes mastery of 
the unique aspects of group process. How board members work together and with their chief 
school administrator determines the success of their deliberations.  Boards will earn their cer-
tification by having NJSBA staff conduct programs designed specifically for them"

In addition, two Newton board members earned individual recognition through the NJSBA 
Board Member Academy certification program. Mrs. Nanette Thomas achieved Master Board 
Member status, and Mr. Ed Caffrey was recognized as a Certificated Board Member.  

https://twitter.com/newtonnjschool
http://www.state.nj.us/education/choice/
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=4&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-32391
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectiondetailid=4938&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-32382
http://www.njsba.org/
http://www.njsba.org/
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=5684&


Spotlight on
newton high school

Athletic Team 
Accomplishments 2014

BOYS SOCCER
• NJAC Freedom Division Champions
• North 1 Group 2 Section Champions     
• State Semifinal Winner
• NJSIAA State Group 2 - 2nd Place

GIRLS SOCCER
• NJAC Freedom Division Champions

GIRLS BASKETBALL
• NJAC Freedom Division Champions
• North 1 Group 2 Champions
• State Semifinal Winner
• NJSIAA State Group 2 - 2nd Place

ATHLETIC INDIVIDUAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Brett Conrads
• NHS Scholar Athlete; Wendy’s 

National High School Heisman 
Finalist

Gus Protogeropoulos
• Wrestling District 3 Champion
• Region 1 Champion

Carly Zdanek
• Girls Track North 1 Group 2 Section & 

400 Intermediate Hurdle Champion
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This year, Newton High School’s TRS (Trust, Respect, Support) program was 
honored as the Pass It Along Chapter of the Year at their annual dinner.  Pass 
It Along is a state-recognized, non-profit organization committed to commu-
nity service.   The TRS Chapter was recognized for their dedication and the 
commitment to service they've demonstrated throughout the year.  Newton’s 
TRS helped at Seasons of Hope, painted Newark Schools on Martin Luther 
King Day in addition to local activities like Fun Fridays at Liberty Towers and 
Merriam Mentors at Merriam Avenue Elementary School.  Congratulations to 
all involved in TRS and its mission.  

Pass It Along Scholarships for Leadership & Service were awarded to Hope 
Leone and Brett Conrads, both graduates of the Class of 2014. Special honors 
for exemplary service were awarded to Mo Balatero (Class of 2014) and Nora 
Coppers (Class of 2015).

Educational Accomplishments 2014
 With the sun setting in the west, Newton High School graduated 

180 students on Friday, June 24, 2014.  Congratulations to Zhi-Shui Hsu, 
Valedictorian, and Brooke Elizabeth Reczka, Salutatorian, on their academic 
success.  Congratulations to all the graduates on all your accomplishments 
this year and wishing you the best in the future.

 FINANCIAL AID EARNED
• College scholarships, loans work study and $4,043,358  

other monies for colleges/universities accepted
• Local Scholarships and Awards  $121,065 
• College Scholarships, Loans and other monies 

for colleges/universities not being accepted $3,792,510

EDUCATIONAL GOALS
• 92% plan to attend a 2-year college, 

4 year college or other educational 
training

• 1% plan to attend technical/business 
school

• 3% plan to enter the Military
• 5% other plans/undecided

TRS - Pass It Along Chapter of the Year

United Newton (UN) was the brain child of a small group of students who wanted to improve com-
munication and support amongst the clubs, groups and sports at Newton High School with regard 
to fund raisers, community projects, and general support for each other.  The group brainstormed 
ideas, tossed ideas, kept ideas and then decided on a simple approach:  an executive committee com-
prised of officers of the largest clubs at the high school:  Student Council, Peer Leaders, FFA, National 
Honor Society and Pass it Along. We will call them the UN5.  The UN5 meets monthly with Mr. 
Schultz regarding upcoming high school events, fund raisers, and community projects.  The UN5 will 
assist in coordinating these activities across interested clubs, sport and groups.  UN5 meets monthly 
with officers from each club, group and sport in a forum where all will have an opportunity to share 
upcoming events and request assistance from other clubs with their projects.  Hence, communication 
starts and teamwork begins.  UN - where clubs, groups and sports come together to help each other, 
improve participation, and foster a feeling of unity at Newton High School.

UNITED NEWTON  
Clubs and Sports helping one another

http://www.newtonnj.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=5684&
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=732&
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• NJDOE released the 2012-13 School Performance Reports in January 2014, noting the following areas of achievement (BOE            
presentation 2-25-14)
 ◆ The High School met 100% of its academic performance targets with 95% ELA and 90% Math passing rates. 
 ◆ Halsted (53rd percentile) and Merriam (46th percentile) placed among the average of their peer schools academically.
 ◆ Merriam’s math scores met 100% of their state targets in Grades 3-4-5.
 ◆ 90% of high school AP testers passed with 3 or better (state target is 75%)
 ◆ 52% of our high school students take Visual and Performing Arts classes compared to 47% across the state
 ◆ Merriam and Halsted met 100% of their student growth targets. Student growth measures the amount of learning in the 

core subjects of language arts and math from one year’s test to the next.
 ◆ Merriam’s 60 in math and Halsted’s 57 in language arts are significantly above the state growth target of 35.
 ◆ The High School had an 88% graduation rate and a 1.1% dropout rate, which exceeded the state targets of 75% and 2%, 

respectively.
 ◆ 76% of the Class of 2012 graduates were still enrolled in college 16 months after high school graduation.

• A review of the 2012-13 School Performance Report data also identified several challenges:
 ◆ Merriam’s language arts proficiency for all groups (recommendation: focused small group instruction)
 ◆ Halsted’s math proficiency (recommendation: test alignment to Common Core)
 ◆ High School student subgroup proficiency (recommendation: increased attention to needs of special education and eco-

nomically disadvantaged student populations)
 ◆ Increase the number of students taking the PSAT (recommendation: test was offered during the school day this year)
 ◆ Increase the number of students taking AP tests (recommendation: offer more AP courses to 11th graders)
 ◆ Elementary and middle schools are judged on reducing chronic absenteeism. Merriam (10%) and Halsted (8%) are just 

outside the state target of 6%. (recommendation: increase awareness among parents and students)
 ◆ Middle school is also rated on % of 8th graders taking algebra -- our score is reported incorrectly. Halsted had 11% taking 

algebra and the state target is 20% (recommendation: prepare more students to take the new Algebra I exam).
• All teachers were required to implement a minimum of one computer-based test this year (2013-2014 school year).
• Students at each school participated in PARCC field testing (March 2014).
• Librarians and IT staff held multiple training sessions and provided classroom assistance to teachers to implement instruc-

tional technology further into regular teaching practice (September 2013-May 2014).
• SGO’s implemented (November 2013-May 2014) and achievement documented (May-June 2014)
• Educational Impact Online Academy licenses purchased for each school (Summer 2013)
• MPPR training for Tri-District administrators held at Board Office (8-14-13 and 8-15-13). 
• Progress on administrative goals was evaluated and discussed at post observation conferences (December 2013-June 2014).
• In-service training sessions on Google Apps were attended by teaching staff (10-14-13 and 1-20-14).
• High School staff held discussions with online provider Apex Learning (2013-2014 school year).

2. Build stronger parent and community relationships to increase student achievement.

• Increased our use of existing tools -- website, Twitter, Brave News, PowerSchool, Google Apps -- to distribute school and 
district news using multiple media (2013-2014 school year).

• Began a superintendent’s blog to highlight school achievements and discuss educational topics (2-28-14).
• Developed mobile app for district website (April 2014).
• Held regular meetings with marketing consultant (2013-2014 school year).
• Filmed a professional video to promote the district on our homepage, the Town’s website, and relocate.org (10-17-13).
• Developed a marketing plan based on board discussions with Town Council (BOE meetings 1-28-14, 2-25-14).
• Participated in planning session on town logo and branding (3-21-14).
• Participated in town logo and branding unveiling at kickoff event for 150th anniversary of incorporation (4-11-14).
• Began attending Town Council meetings as part of liaison efforts (4-14-14).
• Conducted interview for network television segment on Town of Newton renaissance (5-10-14).
• Presented, discussed, and approved policies (BOE meetings 9-10-14, 9-24-14)
• Approved as school choice district with 13 seats for 2014-15 (10-3-13).
• Secured the donation of a 3-D printer from the Weston Foundation through Picatinny Arsenal (BOE meeting 6-25-13).
• Secured a federal grant to implement a 21st Century Community Learning Center in partnership with Project Self-Sufficiency 

(Summer 2013).
• Brought a national speaker on teen culture and violence in partnership with the Newton Police and Action Alliance (9-30-13).
• Participated in planning meetings with Sussex County Chamber of Commerce members to identify business internships for 

high school students (Multiple meetings during 2013-2014 school year, including superintendents on 4-4-14).
• Presented an assembly program to middle and high school students on the dangers of firearms and imitation firearms in collab-

oration with Newton Police (5-6-14).

District Action  Plan Achievements            (continued from page 1)                               

Continued on Page 4
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District Action Plan Achievements             (continued from page 3)  

3. Invest in capital improvements to improve 
student achievement.

• Hired four new staff with law enforcement experience as 
security monitors (Summer 2013).

• Mounted door lock block devices on each classroom to 
lock doors easily from the inside (Summer 2013).

• Installed signage to direct visitors on each campus to 
monitored entrances (Summer 2013).

• Installed digital fob access to selected doors at each 
school for better control and monitoring of building 
(April 2014).

• Approved for state ROD grant for auditorium HVAC 
upgrade and asbestos removal (Approval letters dated 
1-6-14 and 2-24-14).

• Solicited architect proposals for capacity studies of all 
three buildings specifically renovations needed at Halsted 
(BOE meeting 3-25-14).

• Approved for state ROD grants for emergency generators 
and upgraded telephone systems (Approval letters dated 
1-6-14).

• Approved a 2014-15 budget to include a proposed 
property purchase, access points for expanded wifi for 
classroom instruction/PARCC readiness, and a direct 
install clean energy project (BOE meeting 4-29-14).

Did you know?
• Juniors Zhi-Shan Hsu and Benjamin Silva qualified for the 

2015 National Merit Scholarship Program. These students 
ranked among the top 50,000 performers out of 1.5 million 
participants.

• 8th grade student Brianna Bello was awarded a $100 
Honorable Mention prize for her entry in the Peace Island 
Institute Essay contest. Her topic was Save the Earth’s Natural 
Resources: Can Our Children Enjoy the Same Resources and 
Beauty That We Have Had for Generations?

• 5th grade student Kelly Ellsworth and her mom Adriana 
organized a “flash mob” fundraiser in collaboration with 
school counselor Deirdre Iuliani. The teachers had a lot of fun 
learning the dance, which was performed during Field Day 
activities. Volunteers from Kohl’s donated their time and $500 
and their assistance is always appreciated.

• Senior Brett Conrads received a $5,000 Spirit of Hero 
Scholarship from First Lady Mary Pat Christie at a luncheon 
at the Governor’s residence at Drumthwacket.

• 6th graders Morgan Conklin, Kristine Crepeau, Bernardo 
Lopez, Molly Mitchel, Melissa Sanchez, and Jessica Vasquez 
took 1st place in this year’s Sussex County Battle of the Books  
competition.

• Halsted Art Teacher Kate Del Vecchio was awarded the Lynn 
Dodson Youth Art Month Award by the New Jersey Executive 
Board of Art Educators.


