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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
The Common Core State Standards have been generating substantial changes in many states in 
the way teachers instruct and students learn academic content and skills in English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and other technical subjects. These changes have 
been less noticeable in the schools where for years teachers have been emphasizing the 21st 
Century habits of mind that the Common Core promises: deeper understanding of essential 
topics, content and skill mastery over coverage, critical thinking and problem solving, insight-
ful analysis of text, and practical application of learning.   

Large changes in educational practice can lead to controversy and misunderstanding, and the 
Common Core has been no exception. Some states have considered pulling out of the initia-
tive.  A recent Huffington Post blog made an important point that the Common Core may be 
suffering a bit from "brand identity" right now, but "image-conscious states unfortunately are 
likely to lose the benefits to their economies that are reaped by those that address academic 
standards." A new survey by Scholastic, Inc. suggests that states where the Common Core has 
been in place the longest have more teachers feeling prepared to teach revised lessons based 
on the standards. This makes sense.  New Jersey school districts have been implementing the 
Common Core since its adoption by the State Board of Education in 2010.  Four years later, 
we are finding the same thing within our own state: NJ districts that have been working at 
this initiative the longest, and with the most purpose, are more prepared to deliver Common 
Core-based lessons.

The Newton Public Schools have been at the forefront of Common Core implementation 
since its inception. Through Professional Learning Communities, or PLCs, our teachers have 
been unpacking the standards, developing student learning objectives, crafting unit plans, 
and developing benchmark assessments that teach and assess the Common Core as well as 

Continued on page 4

Common Core and Parcc: Frequently Asked Questions
What are the Common Core State Standards?
The Common Core State Standards, adopted by the New Jersey State Board of 
Education in 2010, define grade-level expectations from kindergarten through high 
school for what students should know and be able to do in English Language Arts 
(ELA) and mathematics to be successful in college and careers.
How were the Common Core State Standards developed?
The National Governors Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO) led the development of the Common Core State Standards with the 
participation of educators, curriculum experts, school administrators and higher edu-
cation faculty. The standards have been voluntarily adopted by a majority of the states. 
Learn more about the development of the standards at corestandards.org
What are the benefits of the Common Core State Standards?
The Common Core State Standards prepare students to succeed in college course 
work and future employment. The standards:
• Set clear and consistent standards for every student;
• Foster students' development of critical thinking skills and ability to solve  Real-

world problems rather than memorize facts;
• Are benchmarked to academic standards from the highest performing countries;

Continued on page 3

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/douglas-holtzeakin/common-core-a-solid-polic_b_5913352.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/10/02/teachers-survey-common-core/16601335/
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http://www.state.nj.us/education/choice/
http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=4&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
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Merriam Avenue School Launches a Free 
Saturday  Parent Academy (SPA)!
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 “Our school is a place where students, teachers, and parents work together as 
a community of learners, where each and every member is a valued contributor.”  

That sentence, a critical component of Merriam’s 
Mission Statement, demonstrates a value clearly 
represented and evidenced in the Saturday Parent 
Academy.

Research reveals that parent participation not only builds con-
nections between the home and school, but also helps children 
have the best possible educational experience.

The goal of the Saturday Parent Academy is to bring teachers 
and parents/guardians together to share important conver-
sation and provide instruction about the big ideas children 
are learning in school. Parents have the opportunity to learn, 
explore, discuss, and ask questions. Parents also receive a 
host of take-away tools and resources to support their child’s 
learning at home.

This is a sampling of Parent Academy content:

• Parents explore the Common Core and what it means to 
them and their child

• Parents learn how to do the “new math” in order to support 
their child and his/her homework

• Parents learn ideas and strategies to build reading and 
writing skills

• Parents learn strategies to build their child’s self-esteem 
and self-confidence while also providing guidance that 

will have a positive effect on behavior and school success

• Parents discover ways to use their personal device to 
support their child’s learning when at home or on the road

• Parents learn strategies to grow important ideas in the 
littlest of learners

• For Spanish-speaking parents, Merriam Avenue School’s 
Spanish teacher assists parents in understanding cross 
content-area subjects 

Merriam Avenue School’s Parent Academy meets on five con-
secutive Saturday mornings in the fall and spring. Parents may 
take up to two classes in each session.  

Classes are held at Merriam 
from 10:30 am-12:00 noon.  
Two sessions are offered 
each Saturday morning to 
afford parents an opportu-
nity to attend two different 
classes.  Free childcare is 
also available to parents.

If you are interested in at-
tending upcoming sessions, 
please call the main office 
at 973-383-7202.

Award Winning Author Visits Halsted middle School

One book.  One School.  One Halsted Community.  This summer students, families, and staff took 
time to read our school novel, Because of Mr. Terupt, by Rob Buyea.  Upon return from summer, 
students engaged in a number of activities in preparation for Mr. Buyea's school visit on September 
26.  Rob had a jam packed day which started with a Meet and Greet Breakfast for parents.  All 
families in attendance were able to meet Rob and were treated to a signed copy of the novel.  Mr. 
Buyea then ran a high energy assembly for the student body where he shared with them his back-
ground, his method, and many inspirational messages.  Laughter filled the auditorium.  Rob spent 
some time having lunch with a small group of 6th graders where he answered questions that the 
students then shared with their classmates.  The afternoon was spent in 4 break-out sessions with 
the fifth grade students.  Rob ran 4 small writing workshops with the students where he challenged 

them to tell a story about something that happened to them, but from the perspective of one of the characters from his novel.  
He conferenced with the students on their work and shared with the class noteworthy writing.  Rob finished the day in a press 
conference with students from the school newspaper.  What a successful event sponsored by the Newton Education Association!

What’s New in robotics 
The Team has received a $1500 grant from NDEP and is sponsoring a Clothing Drive this month. The Team will   

       also be hosting an Open House at 6pm on October 17th.

http://www.newtonnj.org/education/school/school.php?sectionid=3&linkid=nav-menu-container-1-33892
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Altitude is a community health initiative sponsored by the Newton 
Medical Center.  Partnering with Community leaders, Pass It 
Along, Center for Prevention and Counseling, and The United 
Way, Altitude delivers a robust empowerment program  that spans 
8th graders' entire school year.  Encouraging students from diverse 
backgrounds to recognize the hidden similarities between them, 
Altitude participants find themselves connecting to their peers in 
positive and enriching ways while connecting to our schools and 
the community in which they thrive.  
Students having taken the "Altitude Climb" are well prepared 
for their high school years where they are better able to make 
positive choices toward becoming their best and highest selves.  
It is a multifaceted program where they will have the opportuni-
ty to take part in events such as a kick off assembly, a workshop 

entitled Discovering Your Purpose and Passion, The Anti-Bullying 
Summit, Empowering Media program, monthly service meetings 
and opportunities, Mentoring Plus, Challenge Day, and an Altitude 
Rally.  
Halsted 8th grade students have already taken part in the kick off 
assembly and the Discovering Your Purpose and Passion workshop.  
They are looking forward to getting started with the monthly 
service opportunities and the Empowering Media program.  Both 
start early in October.

Halsted 8tH Graders BeGin to  
“take tHe ClimB”

neWton HiGH sCHool
Elizabeth Bojko Teacher Assistant  
Kaitlyn Chudley Teacher Assistant  
Mark Edgerton Spec. Ed. Teacher  
Theresa Fanella Teacher Assistant  
Alexandra Hathaway Math Teacher 
Michelle Minisi Teacher Assistant 
Patricia Osorio LT Leave-Spanish  
Deborah Panei Teacher Assistant 
Matthew Petrozelli Vocal Music   
   Teacher 
Sean Wallace  Custodian

Halsted middle sCHool
Guadalupe Carrero Teacher Assistant 
Jean Donahue  Teacher Assistant
Jean McGowan Teacher Assistant
Megan O’Mara Lang. Arts Teacher
Lisa Sienrukos  Math Teacher 
Heather Sisco  Teacher Assistant
Shannon Williams Phys. Ed. Teacher
 
merriam aVenUe sCHool
Andrea Guillorn 4th Grade Teacher
Lori Mendez  3rd Grade Teacher 
Jill Merson  LT Leave-Reading
Kelsey Nelson  2nd Grade Teacher
Steve Sandor  Assistant Principal
Eric Welch  Teacher Assistant

CHild stUdY team
Jane Langeveld Social Worker

Welcome New Staff - 2014-15
• Are the same standards that students will be tested on when they take the 

SAT or ACT college entrance exams. 

Are the Common Core State Standards a curriculum?
The standards are not a curriculum. The Common Core State Standards define 
what students are expected to know and be able to do. In New Jersey, local school 
districts have the responsibility to develop curricula that will assist teachers in 
ensuring that students meet the Common Core State Standards. All decisions re-
garding textbooks, reading lists, and lesson plans continue to be made at the local 
level.  To search standards-based classroom resources, organized by subject and 
grade, visit the New Jersey Educator Resource Exchange.

Did New Jersey have state standards prior to the Common Core State 
Standards?
New Jersey has had state standards since the 1990s in nine subject areas, known as 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The New Jersey State Board of Education 
voluntarily adopted the Common Core State Standards in 2010 to replace the 
previous English language arts and mathematics standards.

What is PARCC?
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is 
a group of 19 states working together to develop a common set of computer-based 
K–12 assessments in English language arts/Literacy and math linked to the new, 
more rigorous Common Core State Standards (CCSS). PARCC is one of two state 
consortia developing assessments aligned to the CCSS through the federal Race to 
the Top assessment grant program.

What are the benefits of the PARCC assessments?
In ELA/Literacy, many states don’t assess writing and few assess critical-thinking 
skills. PARCC will do both. In math, most current assessments are fill-in-the-
blank “bubble tests.” PARCC will give students a chance to solve real problems. 
Plus, they’ll not only have to solve complex problems, but show how they solved 
them. Many current state tests measure only lower-level skills. The new assess-
ments are designed to measure whether students are actually on track for college 
or careers. Most current tests just require students to fill in the blanks. PARCC’s 
computer-based assessments will be much more interactive and engaging.

For more information visit http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca

Frequently Asked Questions      (continued from page 1)                                          

http://www.njcore.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.parcconline.org/
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Common Core State Standards        (continued from page 1)                                          

the other NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards. PLCs 
are not just faculty meetings by a different name. They 
require collaborative efforts by teachers to achieve pro-
ductive outcomes based on instructional objectives. 
We have revised daily and weekly schedules to provide 
teachers the kind of time to engage in this vital work. Our 
faculty members believe this work is an essential aspect of 
their professional practice, in the same way that diagnos-
ing and treating illness is for physicians or that analyzing 
case law and writing briefs are for attorneys.  The teach-
er's business is creating and delivering standards-based 
lessons and assessing the learning that results in order to 
revise instruction.

Still, some parents have voiced concerns about the new 
standards, as instructional practices are quite different 
compared to when we all went to school. New Jersey 
has had rigorous content standards for nearly 20 years 
now, and the Common Core just takes that up another 
notch. The NJ Department of Education has developed 
Common Core resources for parents which are intended 
to debunk some of the myths that have arisen about the 
new standards. 

Parents and community members with questions or 
concerns about the Common Core or the Common 
Core-aligned PARCC tests are encouraged to contact Dr. 
Greene for further discussion.

The Newton Pride Foundation (NPF) is excited to announce the 2nd 
annual Newton Pride 5K Stride Run/Walk. This fun, communi-

ty-inspired event will be held Saturday, October 25, 2014 at the Newton 
High School track.  Registration begins at 7:30 am, with “The Stride” 
commencing at 9 am. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
top finisher, as well as for 
top finisher in each 10-year 
age group from 7 to 80+. 
There will also be prizes for 
the best Team & Halloween 
costumes!  Volunteers will 
also have the opportunity to 
dress their Halloween best. 
Corporate and fun teams are 
welcome.  Online registration 
and all printable information is available at www.NewtonNJPride.org.

To register for the NPF 5K Stride Run/Walk, please visit our Web site 
at www.newtonnjpride.org  or www.runsignup.com/Race/NJ/Newton/
NewtonPride5KStrideRunWalk.

For more information, please e-mail pride@newtonnjpride.org or call 
race director Andy Ball at 973-222-8748 

neWton Pride FoUndation to Hold 2nd 
annUal 5k Walk/rUn

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/resources/parents.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/parcc/
www.NewtonNJPride.org



