
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

             

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

HA L S T ED  M I DD LE  S C HOO L   

Halsted Happenings 

HHaHappenings  

M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4  

Contact Information 
  

School Phone Number  
973-383-7440 

————— 
Main office                  

ext. 221/222 
————— 
Guidance                     
ext. 246 

————— 
Nurse 

ext. 231 
————— 

Child Study Team 
ext. 321/322 
————— 

Student Absences 
 (973) 383-7440 and press 

one  
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates  
to Remember 

 
June 24—HMS Last Day for 

Students 
 

June 21 to August 1st—
Halsted Summer Program– 

Project Launch 
 

August 26—Combined 
Board Meeting 

 
Student Editors 

Bridget Guziewicz 
Emily Herring 
Erika Medina 

Emily Berkowitz 
 
 

Photographers 
Alex McCully 
Janelle Curry 
Justin Colucci 

 
 

         

 
 From May 6th to May 12th, the United States celebrates National Nurses Week to honor all of the dedi-

cated registered nurses who serve us. Specifically, May 8th is recognized by the American Nurses Associa-
tion (ANA) as National Student Nurses Day. Therefore on this day, Halsted honored its top medical care-
taker, Ms. Carol Marinaro, by recognizing her colossal contributions on the morning announcements. She 
was also presented with flowers from Ms. Greene and seventh grader Carlin Williams. Best of all, Ms. 
Marinaro was showered with genuine thank yous from the student body for keeping them healthy and 
functioning.  

 On May 16th, 2014, Halsted Middle School students supplied the HPO Committee with clean, plastic bags 
full of numerous contributions for the Spring Clothing Drive. Innumerable acceptable donations consisted 
of clothes, stuffed animals, jackets, shoes, etc. In the end, the several contributions made for a successful 
outcome in this annual effort to provide the less fortunate with items of necessity and convenience. 

  On May 29th, Marion Blumenthal Lazan, Holocaust survivor and author of Four Perfect Pebbles, visited 
Halsted to speak about her experiences in 1930’s and ‘40’s Germany. In advance, Lazan had sent a packet 
of vocabulary for the students, as her topic might be unfamiliar to some. Lazan spoke of her thoughts as a 
young child taken by the Nazi party and how she managed to survive the concentration camp of Bergen-
Belsen. After her half-hour discussion, she answered questions from students with ease and even took 
photos with many students. Thanks goes to Mrs. Lazan for her awe-inspiring visit.  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Marinaro, Halsted’s faithful 
nurse, poses with her flowers on  

National Nurses Day. 

Frankie SchompFrankie Schomp   
Grade 6Grade 6  

Students of the Month 

for May/June 

      Members of the Altitude Project recently 
painted a mural on Spring Street to  

celebrate Newton’s 150th anniversary. 

Darby KnoxDarby Knox  
Grade 7Grade 7  

  

Emily BerkowitzEmily Berkowitz  
Grade 8Grade 8  

  

  

Travis LeMassonTravis LeMasson  
Grade 6Grade 6  

Madison LeonardoMadison Leonardo  
Grade 7Grade 7  

  

Will Larsen and Jacob  HellerWill Larsen and Jacob  Heller  

Grade 8Grade 8  
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 The program Challenge Day is no stranger to students all over the world due to its popu-
larity as a mission that transports love and lasting connections to schools nationwide. 
Brought to Halsted through Altitude, the all-day, magical assembly took place in the gym 
and began with all 8th graders getting pumped up and united through music, dancing, 
hugs, and high fives on January 21st. After that, the mood shifted, and the Challenge Day 
visitors preached about truly getting to know someone before judging them. To demon-
strate this concept, eighth graders responded to a statement about a problem that a teen-
ager might be facing and were asked to “Cross The Line” if that specific problem pertained 
to them. Fellow students and emotional onlookers then sent love, admiration, and under-
standing to comfort their troubled peers and may have crossed the line themselves when 
the next problem was announced.  

 Reporters and photographers from local newspapers, staff, and students rushed the audi-
torium on the morning of February 18th, as the flashbulbs awaited the Halsted principals 
Ms. Greene and Mrs. Dunbar getting pies in their faces. This was done in good fun by the 
5th grade class who best completed a series of actions that won them The Great Kindness 
Challenge. 
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Contact Information 
  

School Phone Number  
973-383-7440 

————— 
Main office                  

ext. 2221/2222 
————— 
Guidance                     
ext. 2246 

————— 
Nurse 

ext. 2231 
————— 

Child Study Team 
ext. 2321/2322 

————— 
Student Absences 

 (973) 383-7440 and press 
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Mark Your Calendar 
3-21/23— 

8th Grade High School 
Scheduling 
3-25/4-1—  

Spring Recess 
4-28/30— 

School Play 
 

Student Editors 
Daniel Baer 

Donavan Thomas 
Ivy Nisler 

Derek Ravshanov 
 

Photographers 
Max Weiss 
Daniel Baer 

Meg Beshada 
Tavionna Simons 

Aidan Bartsch 
 

Graphic Design 
Daniel Baer 

 

Students of the 

Month for  

January &    

February 

Fifth Grade:       Sixth Grade:     Seventh Grade:   Eighth Grade: 
Natasha Briones       Aubrey Carroll Kailey  Sevean           Kimberly Segura             

Fifth Grade:       Sixth Grade:     Seventh Grade:   Eighth Grade: 
Andrew Manni    Ilira Marsena-Mecaj       Brett Bergey              Brendon Read 

   

Left—Mrs. Dunbar, left, and 

Ms. Greene, right, receive 

respective whipped cream 

pies in the face, much to the 

delight of the fifth graders.  

Right—Students cheer on 

Challenge Day volunteers in 

the gymnasium. 
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 Recently, Mrs. Reynolds’s gifted and talented SOAR students participated in the Geography Bee, 
which is a national event run by the National Geographic Society. The students first participated in 
seven rounds of preliminary competition in which they answered questions orally. Next, the re-
maining twelve students competed in the final round, in which they answered questions both 
orally and through writing until two finalists and a third place finisher were determined. In the 
end, the standings were Brianna Bello in third, Peace Bakinahe as the runner-up, and Bridget Guz-
iewicz as the school champion. Congratulations to all who competed! 

 Halsted’s favorite winter club is skiing its way back in session! Ski Club is an after school program 
of free lessons for kids that have never been skiing or been doing it their whole life. The club con-
sisting of about 16 people change clothes, then leave for Mountain Creek at 3:30 to ride the vary-
ing levels of trails. They will return back at 8:30 to be picked up by their rides. Through the course 
of the season, there would be 6 trips at the slopes. Students not only join for the slopes, but also 
the lodge with a fireplace, television, food, and more.  

 Best Buds is doing a pizza fundraiser! Villa Capri has agreed to sell pizza and every pizza sold Villa 
Capri will donate $1.00 to Best Buds. On a different note, Best Buds is planning a trip to the Sparta 
Lanes Bowling Alley and before they make their voyage over to Sparta, they are going to make 
tacos for lunch using the profits they made from the pizza fundraiser. Best Buds also had some fun 
with a scavenger hunt using their iPads to take pictures of the objects they found. Now that’s a 
great way to end the marking period!!  

 

Opponents Location Score Record 

Ogdensburg Home 40-22 1-0 

Byram Home 12-34 1-1 

Andover Andover 17-29 1-2 

Glen Meadow Home 6-26 1-3 

Green Home 17-32 1-4 

Pope John  Home 14-42 1-5 

Varsity  

Best Buds Trip to 
Sparta Lanes and 

Homer’s Fine Food 

Geo Bee finalists 
Daniel Baer and Aiden 

LaCorte 

Poetry Slam 
Jan. 26 at the 

Morristown PAC 

 The month of January is ripe for competition with basketball and skiing being the prime 
activities. In the more academic competitions that Halsted provides, the National Geog-
raphy Bee is a student favorite involving twenty 7th and 8th graders and twenty 5th and 
6th graders. The Bee is broken into two days and two parts, the preliminaries and final 
tournament which decides the eventual champion. Daniel Baer, the 2015 Geography 
Bee champ and the title holder for the 2014 Merriam Avenue Bee continued his spectac-
ular spin of the globe and won his second straight title as a Halsted student. Along with 
this honor, he has gained the opportunity to take the New Jersey State Geography Test.  

 HMS Art Club is ringing in the new year with Mrs. Del Vecchio! New students that were 
interested in participating had the opportunity to join after the original deadline. Art 
Club has resumed meeting in room G3 from 2:40 - 3:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. Students in-
volved with the after school program have recently begun working on set design. As the 
opening new year project, ideas are abuzz for the setting of the Halsted Spring Musical. 

 On January 22nd, the tenth period elective, Best Buds, took a field trip to Sparta Lanes for 
bowling followed by a visit to Homer’s Fine Food restaurant in Sparta. Everyone had the 
choice of choosing milk or hot chocolate and a cupcake, brownie or vanilla ice cream at 
Homer's. At the end of the day, all students chose between hit or bust. Hit means they 
enjoyed the day’s activity and bust meant that they didn’t. Not surprisingly, a large num-
ber of hits, and strikes, were reported out at day’s end. 

 Opening round tournament action at Hardyston Middle School was capped by two 
Halsted victories as the third seeded girls, led by Coach Stormes, dominated the Sussex-
Wantage Rams on their way to a commanding 40-7 victory. Unselfish passing led to 
many girls scoring baskets with Madison Sliker leading the way with 12 points. Holding 
the clipboard for the boys, Coach Bitondo steered his Braves to a sweet victory over 
Northwest Christian School. As the seventh seed, the boys derailed Northwest Christian 
by a score of 56-31, as 12 Braves scored in a complete team effort. The outstanding 
evening for all Braves fans proved that both programs value teamwork, effort, and syner-
gy.  

 As its annual fundraising effort, Halsted Student Council is raising money for a founda-
tion called Hope Loves Company. This non-profit organization raises money for families 
that are dealing with ALS, specifically, the children and grandchildren that are acting as 
the caregivers for their parents and grandparents. This year when the 7th and 8th grad-
ers travel to Six Flags, in addition to having fun on the roller coasters, they will be attend-
ing a ceremony for Hope Loves Company with all student council chapters from the 
state. Assisting in their money collection, the Student Council held a staff dress down day 
where faculty members paid $2 to dress down and wear a shade of blue and teal. Fur-
thermore, all the proceeds from the most recent dance are being donated to the organi-
zation. An all-out charitable effort is in place since our Student Council is hoping to be 
recognized at Six Flags as one of the top money-raising student councils in the state.  

 Slam poetry is poetry in performance, merging theatre, hip hop, music, and stand up 
comedy and has been around, in some capacity, for thousands of years. To experience 
this one-of-a-kind event, 7th and 8th grade SOAR students embarked together on their 
second field trip of the school year. They were bused to the Morristown Performing Arts 
Center to see the Mayhem Poets, three ultra-talented men who transformed themselves 
into poets upon meeting at Rutgers University. Presented in the style of spoken word, or 
slam poetry, the show was performed in duets, a few solos, and trios. Overall, this 
unique outing inspired students to write their own slam poetry for a SOAR assignment. 

 

P A G E  2  

Boys Varsity            
Basketball 

Jan. 8 vs Kittatinny 
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Halsted Bring Your 

Friend to Band Day 

Jan. 4 

Martin Luther King 

Jr. projects 

Mr. Hofmann and 

the new 3D printer 

 

 

 

 
 On January 4th and 5th, Mrs. Hartzell, the Halsted 2015 Teacher of the Year, allowed stu-

dents to share the band and chorus experience with their friends. Any student who 
wanted to join band or chorus for the remainder of the school year was invited to clasp 
this opportunity. Students enjoyed this event and hope to continue it in the future since 
it converted 27 hesitant students into potential vocalists and musicians. 

 Newton High School, a humongous peek into the Halsted eighth grade’s future, is a 
melting pot of emotions, all exciting, frightening, and unimaginably stressful. An enor-
mous load has been put on the shoulders of the forthcoming high school students being 
guided through the path to NHS. After a 2-hour long tour of the school itself in January, 
the only challenge that might have appeared clear was memorizing the inside of the 
building and the location of every significant room. Another impending subject, the 
teacher recommendation part of high school scheduling, is one that began on February 
16th. Educators decide what class is the best for each child, and in late March, the high 
school guidance counselors will then be involved in this process. 

 On January 7th, Miss Sienrukos’s sixth grade mathematics classes had a fundraiser foot-
ball game after school at Newton High School. It was a tremendous time and a fair game 
with Mr. Roe refereeing. Miss Sienrukos stood in the cold with faithful students selling 
refreshments during halftime and to fans during the game. It was a very solid turnout 
with about 25-30 kids either working or playing in the game. The football game was 
made possible in thanks to Mr. Waldron and was thought up by 6th graders Melkart 
Abou-Jaoude and Aidan Murtagh. Thanks to this exhibition, the 6th grade was more than 
halfway towards their goal of raising $1,000 for the Make-A-Wish foundation. At a later 
date, two anonymous donors swept in to help the group fundraise a total of $1300! 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a holiday when a great inspirational hero is revered among 
the Nation. Our country was swept off its feet during his heartfelt speech, “I have a 
Dream.” In the 1960s, people of color struggled against discrimination, so many civil right 
activists decided to rebel and gain their equality. Mr. Brennan, a Social Studies teacher, 
assigned students to work on a research project showcasing one of these civil rights lead-
ers. Students were able to “learn about the struggles that people went through in order 
to make sure that all people are treated fairly regardless of race, gender, and religious 
beliefs.” The project was self-choice, and students could choose their topic and form of 
presentation for their peers. For example: a skit, a slideshow, or a model, to express their 
findings on the civil rights movement and one of its well-known, or even more obscure, 
heroes. 

 Through the website Enabling The Future, Technology Teacher Mr. Hofmann and his 
students are using a new 3D printer to build a hand for a child missing that limb. Availa-
ble through a website are the files and assembly instructions for building a Raptor Hand. 

H A L S T E D  H A P P E N I N G S  

Above – 2 teams, red and green, participate in a charity football game on January 7th 
to raise proceeds for the Make-A-Wish foundation. The cost to play was $2 and the 
price to watch was $1. Through the game and numerous donations, $1300 was raised. 

Make-A-Wish  

concession  

stand   

Jan.7 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=martin+luther+king+jr+&view=detailv2&&id=4CBBE30C40920D3A0FF2EE36BB3F6215E75514BA&selectedIndex=4&ccid=1pyQLj%2ff&simid=608017591608413864&thid=OIP.Md69c902e3fdf6189710952256c0da26fH0


       P L A Y …  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  
Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 

  

 On May 9th, 2014, Halsted staff members and students got prepared to verse each other in the 3rd 
Annual Halsted Games. Colors were assigned to every team, in an effort to recognize which was 
which. Several events took place including Zumba, volleyball, a shooting contest, handball, relay 
races, cheers/dances, and team puzzles that tested the skills associated with group problem solv-
ing. Over the course of one competitive day, the scores were tabulated to reveal the winning 
squad; Mr. Nasatka’s Hotter than Hot! 

  

       P L A Y …  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  
Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 

5th Grade 

Maroon:2 

Gold:34 

Silver:12 

 

6th Grade 

Maroon:0 

Gold:42 

Silver:9 

 

7th Grade 

Maroon:2 

Gold:25 

Silver:16 

 

8th Grade 

Maroon:3 

Gold:25 

Silver:15 

Totals 

Maroon:7 

Gold:126 

Silver:52 

 

Total STARS = 185 

              

                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 Every marking period, there are two back-to-back assemblies in the Halsted audi-
torium where academic success is placed at a premium. The first congregation is 
for fifth and sixth graders, and the second is for upperclassmen. The occasion is 
special, and students are recognized for their grades, attendance, and citizenship. 
To be mentioned, you must meet the requirements for one of the three levels of 
the S.T.A.R.S. incentive program. In order from highest to lowest, the rankings are 
Maroon, Gold, and finally Silver. If you are able to get on one of the levels, your 
name is placed in a specific box that matches that level. At the end of the year, 
your name goes into a raffle for a prize specific to that particular status.  

P A G E  4  

The 5th grade S.T.A.R.S proudly display their aca-

demic success with their awards, paper certificates. 

The 7th grade S.T.A.R.S  are thrilled to have 

put their names in a drawing for a prize at the 

end of the year. 

The 6th grade S.T.A.R.S smile for the camera, showing  

their success and enjoyment of the assembly. 
The 8th grade S.T.A.R.S are jovial while holding 

their awards and trying to keep the distinction 

for at least two more marking periods. 

Our  Creed 

At Halsted Happenings 

we pride ourselves to 

publish accurate and 

clear news for Halsted 

and our community. We 

intend to educate all 

members and teach 

them how to reach the 

highest standard when 

writing and reporting 

supreme works for the 

school. 


