
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

             

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

HA L S T ED  M I DD LE  S C HOO L   

Halsted Happenings 

HHaHappenings  

M A Y / J U N E  2 0 1 4  

Contact Information 
  

School Phone Number  
973-383-7440 

————— 
Main office                  

ext. 221/222 
————— 
Guidance                     
ext. 246 

————— 
Nurse 

ext. 231 
————— 

Child Study Team 
ext. 321/322 
————— 

Student Absences 
 (973) 383-7440 and press 

one  
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates  
to Remember 

 
June 24—HMS Last Day for 

Students 
 

June 21 to August 1st—
Halsted Summer Program– 

Project Launch 
 

August 26—Combined 
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Photographers 
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 From May 6th to May 12th, the United States celebrates National Nurses Week to honor all of the dedi-

cated registered nurses who serve us. Specifically, May 8th is recognized by the American Nurses Associa-
tion (ANA) as National Student Nurses Day. Therefore on this day, Halsted honored its top medical care-
taker, Ms. Carol Marinaro, by recognizing her colossal contributions on the morning announcements. She 
was also presented with flowers from Ms. Greene and seventh grader Carlin Williams. Best of all, Ms. 
Marinaro was showered with genuine thank yous from the student body for keeping them healthy and 
functioning.  

 On May 16th, 2014, Halsted Middle School students supplied the HPO Committee with clean, plastic bags 
full of numerous contributions for the Spring Clothing Drive. Innumerable acceptable donations consisted 
of clothes, stuffed animals, jackets, shoes, etc. In the end, the several contributions made for a successful 
outcome in this annual effort to provide the less fortunate with items of necessity and convenience. 

  On May 29th, Marion Blumenthal Lazan, Holocaust survivor and author of Four Perfect Pebbles, visited 
Halsted to speak about her experiences in 1930’s and ‘40’s Germany. In advance, Lazan had sent a packet 
of vocabulary for the students, as her topic might be unfamiliar to some. Lazan spoke of her thoughts as a 
young child taken by the Nazi party and how she managed to survive the concentration camp of Bergen-
Belsen. After her half-hour discussion, she answered questions from students with ease and even took 
photos with many students. Thanks goes to Mrs. Lazan for her awe-inspiring visit.  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Marinaro, Halsted’s faithful 
nurse, poses with her flowers on  

National Nurses Day. 

Frankie SchompFrankie Schomp  
Grade 6Grade 6  

Students of the Month 

for May/June 

      Members of the Altitude Project recently 
painted a mural on Spring Street to  

celebrate Newton’s 150th anniversary. 

Darby KnoxDarby Knox  
Grade 7Grade 7  

  

Emily BerkowitzEmily Berkowitz   
Grade 8Grade 8  
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 Known by other schools as the greatest field day around, the Fifth Annual Halsted Games 
went off without a hitch on May 20th and was better than ever.  The opening ceremonies 
began at 9:00 a.m. sharp and the fun and games lasted until the winning team in the field 
of sixteen was announced by Ms. Greene….and this year’s triumphant squad was Sand-
storm coached by Mr. Brennan. For a visual tour, please refer to Page 4. 

 Numerous candidates apply to join National Junior Honor Society, and after a council of 
teachers reads the applications and factors in teacher recommendations, the decisions are 
made. This school year, six new members—four seventh graders and two eighth grad-
ers—were initiated into the Halsted chapter of the most esteemed organization in our 
school on April 21st in a candlelit auditorium. Eighth graders Gemma Meade and Luca Mo-
rello, as well as seventh graders Elissar Abou-Jaoude, Katelyn McDade, Ryan Penny, and 
Morgyn Witt, took the oath in front of their peers, loved ones, the faculty council, and Ms. 
Greene to finalize a vow to uphold the organization's four principles—Character, Scholar-
ship, Leadership, and Service.  

 For the month of April, the esteemed Halsted Heisman award found itself in the faculty 
advisers category, namely in the hands of Mrs. Reynolds, who was awarded the massive 
trophy for her devotion to the school. To name a few of her contributions, she is a literacy 
coach, SOAR moderator, runs the Geography Bee, coaches the Academic Bowl team, and 
is the faculty leader for the Specials unit. Most importantly, she is the school's Test Coordi-
nator for PARCC and fulfills this monumental obligation with ease.  
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 Left-Mrs. Reynolds smiles 

after receiving a well-

deserved Halsted Heisman. 

Mrs. Reynolds oversees  

SOAR, PARCC, and multiple 

other activities. Right-NJHS 

recipients stand proud at 

their initiation. 

       Katelyn McDade       Ivy Nisler      Melanie Schouppe 
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 Recently, Mrs. Reynolds’s gifted and talented SOAR students participated in the Geography Bee, 
which is a national event run by the National Geographic Society. The students first participated in 
seven rounds of preliminary competition in which they answered questions orally. Next, the re-
maining twelve students competed in the final round, in which they answered questions both 
orally and through writing until two finalists and a third place finisher were determined. In the 
end, the standings were Brianna Bello in third, Peace Bakinahe as the runner-up, and Bridget Guz-
iewicz as the school champion. Congratulations to all who competed! 

 Halsted’s favorite winter club is skiing its way back in session! Ski Club is an after school program 
of free lessons for kids that have never been skiing or been doing it their whole life. The club con-
sisting of about 16 people change clothes, then leave for Mountain Creek at 3:30 to ride the vary-
ing levels of trails. They will return back at 8:30 to be picked up by their rides. Through the course 
of the season, there would be 6 trips at the slopes. Students not only join for the slopes, but also 
the lodge with a fireplace, television, food, and more.  

 Best Buds is doing a pizza fundraiser! Villa Capri has agreed to sell pizza and every pizza sold Villa 
Capri will donate $1.00 to Best Buds. On a different note, Best Buds is planning a trip to the Sparta 
Lanes Bowling Alley and before they make their voyage over to Sparta, they are going to make 
tacos for lunch using the profits they made from the pizza fundraiser. Best Buds also had some fun 
with a scavenger hunt using their iPads to take pictures of the objects they found. Now that’s a 
great way to end the marking period!!  

 

Opponents Location Score Record 

Ogdensburg Home 40-22 1-0 

Byram Home 12-34 1-1 

Andover Andover 17-29 1-2 

Glen Meadow Home 6-26 1-3 

Green Home 17-32 1-4 

Pope John  Home 14-42 1-5 

Varsity  

 

 On Earth Day, Best Buds performed several activities centered around the Earth. First 
they sorted through pictures that represented ways to help our planet and had a discus-
sion of the different ways we are damaging it. After sequencing pictures of how to plant 
and discussing the steps, each of the four groups gathered their materials (soil, shovel and 
plants). The groups were assigned to certain areas: two pots near the front doors, and the 
tree next to the main walkway. 

 At the Disque-Rampone Relays, the highlight of the track season, many competitors ex-
celled in various events winning roughly 20 medals in 5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd and of course the 
meet champions. Some first place winners were Luca Morello, Amy Fehr, Kyheem Butler, 
Anthony Sanchez, Gabe Tebangin and Morgan Medunick, all who took home awards for 
their prime accomplishments. 

 Pitching in and picking up garbage is a wonderful community service project that many 
sixth and seventh graders participated in on May 17th. For the morning session, sixth grad-
ers traveled down to Pine Street Park to clean up the park and the trail leading into the 
wooded area. They were followed by the afternoon session, where four chaperons–Mrs. 
Desautels, the organizer of the event, Mr. Brennan, Mr. Bolen, and Mrs. McNulty–led 
their groups through the park and around the perimeter. Students were alarmed to find 
blankets, alcohol cans and bottles, a ladder, and countless bottles and cups. After an hour 
of nonstop litter collection, students experienced stations where the watershed ambassa-
dors taught them about invertebrates, water runoff pollution, and stream ecosystems . 

 The 8th Grade SOAR members—Ivy Nisler, Jess Vasquez, Peter Van Orden, Erin Fucito, 
Kimberly Segura-Romero, and Kendall Goldschmidt—hosted several fundraisers to raise 
money for the Seeing Eye Foundation. First, they kicked off the events with a bake sale 
that raised over $93, continued on with $62 profits in the sale of paw print stickers to de-
termine what class would lead the walkathon, and collected $82 from teachers through a 
dress-down day. Also, individual students fundraised from sponsors for the walkathon, 
and the grand total from all efforts was $727. On May 24th, the walkathon consisted  of 
two laps around the school, led by some of the dogs in training and their handlers along 
with the students from each grade who raised the most money. With more than $729, the 
goal amount of $400 to buy two harnesses was exceeded by the Halsted family which 
showed overwhelming support throughout the Seeing Eye Fundraiser. 

 Five of Halsted’s brightest traveled to Hardyston Middle School on June 1st  to battle in the 
Academic Bowl including 13 teams from the county. Heading in, the team was assembled 
by strengths in particular categories featuring geography buff Daniel Baer and science wiz-
ard Ryan Penny. Tyler Hontz chipped in with many correct answers on the buzzer, as did 
Team Captain Elissar Abou-Jaoude and historian John Ays. 

P A G E  2  

Above—Best Buds 
gardening on Earth 
Day.  
Below—The           
Academic Bowl team 

Left– Naya Pereira gets 

ahead of another      

runner at the Disque-

Rampone races. Right– 

Donovan Thomas flings 

himself over the high 

jump pole in hopes of 

getting 1st. 

Below—Student 
Council  

Neon Day, 
May 13th 

Below—Top seventh 
grade fundraiser 
Christina Spinelli 

holds Sophie. 
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 During the week of PARCC, Mrs. Desautels’s seventh grade classes tried the Sam project 
where you have to get a gummy worm through a gummy ring only using paperclips and 
not your hands. The difficult project was a success giving students an engaging, challeng-
ing project to complete during PARCC testing. 

 Each year, the workforce of America participates in Bring Your Child to Work Day, and 
there was a solid turnout at Halsted on April 28th, as young eyes watched the inner work-
ings of our fine educational institution. A few of the students were not of school age such 
as Dante Spronz, Cameron Nasatka, Jack Geaney, and newborn Annabelle Grzymko. In 
addition to the young tykes, many of the honorary students fit right in like Celia Reyn-
olds, who is a seventh grader from Long Pond School in Andover. Other family members 
spotted around the building were Chase Nasatka, Jocelyn Reynolds, Josh Muzzo, Mrs. 
Hromnak’s daughter, and Ms. Greene’s children.  

 Sometimes it seems like the teachers are always waiting on students, hand and foot, but 
now the principals are in on the act. During fifth and sixth period lunches on Wednesday, 
April 20th, Ms. Greene and Mrs. Dunbar served their student body. The students were 
surprised to see the principals serving them their lunches instead of the regular lunch 
ladies. What a sight it was watching the principal and vice principal shuffling around the 
cafeteria carrying stuffed shells with meatballs and breadsticks or baked chicken and 
rice! As for the reason behind this gesture, Ms. Greene mentioned that it was completely 
out of voluntary kindness and an idea pitched to them by Sodexo, the district’s food ser-
vice company.  

 Mr. Nasatka’s and Mr. Brennan’s eighth grade Social Studies classes received as close to 
a primary account of Civil War history as they possibly could. This is because in mid May, 
they took a morning trip to Memory Park to witness what being a soldier of the Civil War 
was like, performed by the grandparents of eighth grader John Ays and two of their com-
rades. Ays’ grandfather is part of the 33rd New Jersey regiment, while his grandmother 
also dresses up in clothing from the era and discusses the role of women during warfare. 
On the whole, Mr. Nasatka and Mr. Brennan wanted their students to live the life of a 
Civil War soldier by walking through a camp, hearing time period weapons, and listening 
to explanations that depicted life throughout the Civil War. Also, Mr. Nasatka paired this 
visual experience with a diorama project where students broke into groups and built 
models for a battle of their choice.  

 Fifth grade students visited Sandy Hook Beach as their class trip on Friday May 6th, leav-
ing school at 7:30 a.m. and returning at about 2:30 p.m. They made the best of the harsh 
weather that they had to endure by wearing garbage bags as ponchos and eating lunch in 
the coach buses. The purpose of the trip was to learn the importance of estuaries and 
the significance of our impact on different species in the environment. After a tour of 
Fort Hancock built for the War of 1812, they went to the beach to learn about mollusks 
and gastropods found on the shores. Despite the brutal conditions, the students and staff 
still enjoyed their trip.  

H A L S T E D  H A P P E N I N G S  

Our  Creed   

At Halsted Happenings, we pride ourselves to publish accurate and clear 

news for Halsted and our community. We intend to educate all members and 
teach them how to reach the highest standard when writing and reporting 

supreme works for the school.    

Bring Your Child to 

Work Day, Apr. 28th 



       P L A Y …  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  
Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 

  

 On May 9th, 2014, Halsted staff members and students got prepared to verse each other in the 3rd 
Annual Halsted Games. Colors were assigned to every team, in an effort to recognize which was 
which. Several events took place including Zumba, volleyball, a shooting contest, handball, relay 
races, cheers/dances, and team puzzles that tested the skills associated with group problem solv-
ing. Over the course of one competitive day, the scores were tabulated to reveal the winning 
squad; Mr. Nasatka’s Hotter than Hot! 

  

       P L A Y …  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  
Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 
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Sandstorm, Mr. Brennan’s team, poses for the cus-

tomary winner’s photograph after collecting 127 

points, besting Mr. Nasatka’s team by two points. 

ONE WINNER 
EIGHT EVENTS 

RELAYS 

ZUMBA 

TEAM 

DANCE/

CHEER 

HANDBALL 

PUZZLE 

BASKETBALL 

VOLLEYBALL 

TRIVIA/NOT 

PICTURED 


