
In 1899, 17-year-old Jack “Cowboy” 

Kelly is one of many struggling 

newspaper hawkers in New York City, 

selling copies of the New York World on 

the streets of Manhattan. When David 

Jacobs and his younger brother Les join 

the “newsies”, Jack notices David's 

intelligence and Les’ marketable cuteness 

and self-servingly takes them under his 

wing. Jack is invited to the Jacobs’ home, 

becomes enamored of their sister Sarah, 

and sings of his desire to escape to Santa 

Fe, New Mexico.

Attempting to outdo his business rival 

William Randolph Hearst, New York 

World publisher Joseph Pulitzer raises the 

prices that the newsies must pay to buy 

newspapers from his distribution centers. 

York’s other boroughs, Jack and Les 

confront Pulitzer and are thrown out of his 

office. Bryan Denton, a reporter for The 

Sun, takes an interest in the boys’ story. 

Jack and David take their cause to the 

Brooklyn newsies, but their leader, “Spot” 

Conlon, is reluctant to join the strike. This 

dejects the Manhattan newsies, but David 

riles them up until they ambush the 

distribution center and destroy all of the 

newspapers. Disabled newsie “Crutchie” 

is captured by Pulitzer’s enforcers, the 

Delancey brothers, and placed in an 

orphanage called the Refuge, run by the 

sketchy Warden Snyder, who neglects the 

orphans so that he can embezzle money 

given to him by the city for their care.

The newsies try to ward off 

sketchy Warden Snyder, who neglects the 

orphans so that he can embezzle money 

given to him by the city for their care.

The newsies try to ward off 

strikebreakers, but the struggle turns 

violent and turns out to be a trap set by the 

Delanceys. Just as the newsies are about 

to be arrested, Spot Conlon arrives with 

the Brooklyn newsies and the two groups 

unite to repel the police. Denton puts the 

story on the front page of The Sun, and the 

newsies plan to hold a rally. Snyder 

informs Pulitzer that Jack is an escapee 

from the Refuge, giving Pulitzer legal 

cause to have him arrested. Jack has 

breakfast with Sarah on the roof of the 

Jacobs’ apartment building; he tells her of 

his desire to flee to Santa Fe, and wonders 
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