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Principals’ Reports 
Merriam Avenue School - Kevin Stanton 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social / emotional interventions. 

● A representative from Character.org will be meeting with me and other school administrators to discuss 
character education activities.  

● Pride Ambassadors performed “The Art of Making Friends” for each grade level.  This play was about the 
importance of making friends. 

● We collected “Coins for Kindness” to buy books for students in Texas. 
● Throughout February, students in 3rd and 4th grade will be learning how to manage their emotions 

Close achievement gaps through research based, student centered assessment and instructional practices for all 
students school-wide. 

● Teachers are posting Math resources and materials on a Padlet site.  This is a web based site that can be 
accessed by all teachers. 

● 4th grade teachers met to discuss and plan small group reading and writing strategies that can be used in 
Tier 2 (classroom based) interventions. 

● A school-wide meeting was held to discuss scheduling for next school year as we explore the possibility 
of departmental looping in 3rd and 4th grade.  

● A 3rd grade and 4th grade teacher participated in the District Math Committee. 
● As a school we are focusing grade level meetings on small group instruction and differentiation in Math. 
● The Story Tellers Assembly was held for all grade levels.  This combined literacy with performing arts. 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning. 

● Health, literacy, and technology are integrated into interdisciplinary lessons at grades Kindergarten -- 4.  
Increase family and community involvement in school programs. 

● Parent Academy focused on Children’s Literacy and how parents can support that at home.. 
● The 3rd grade Arts and Music Night was well attended. 

 
Halsted Middle School - Kristi Greene 
Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math & English Language Arts classes. 

● English Language Arts & Math  Support 
○ Mid year universal screening is underway to assess student growth utilizing the Scholastic Math 

Inventory and the Scholastic Reading Inventory 
● Math Fluency Initiative 

○ Subtraction fluency was assessed last week.  
○ Multiplication Fluency begins in the 3rd marking period. 

● Math Consultant Work 
○ 5th Grade Assessment Review - All our math teachers are working together to assess the degree 

to which summative assessments reflect the teaching standards, math practices and include 
type two and three questions. 
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Implement research based behavioral and social emotional multi-tiered interventions to improve climate and culture 
and increase academic achievement.  

● PBSIS 2017 Cohort 
○ 1/9 - Universal Team meeting  

■ Reviewed discipline data: the trends from September to December which show a decline 
in discipline referrals  

■ Planned PBSIS initiatives for February & March  
○ Comprehensive Adolescent Program (CAP) 

■ Small group Tier II Counseling has transitioned to Center for Prevention  and small group 
counseling for at risk students has begun 

○ Youth Advocate Program  
■ Mrs. Dunbar and Mr. Boyle met with Nilda Raftopoulos from the Youth Advocacy 

Program to determine a mental health counseling schedule 
■ Parents of students eligible and in need of individual counseling were notified 
■ Initial parent and counselors meetings are to be scheduled 

Other School News 
● Altitude’s 8th Grade Challenge Day: January 18th 

○ Students were challenged to break down barriers and rethink how they view and treat others. It 
was a transformational experience for students, staff and volunteers. 

● We are happy to congratulate the 10 students who participated in Round 2 of the National Geographic 
Geography Bee. After 18 rounds of questions we are proud to announce our results. 

○ 3rd Place- Daniella Munzo (7th) 
○ 2nd Place- Jeremiah Samuel (6th) 
○ 1st Place- Kieran Kane (8th) 

 
Newton High School - Jeff Waldron 
   Support the use of technology in the educational process  

● Ashley Meisinger spoke with Brad Deitch from Newsela.  You may recall in last months report I described 
Newsela as a database of current event stories that come in a variety of reading levels so a class of 
students can access the same non-fiction text at their own reading level.  Ashley found the product to be 
of potential value, so she and I will meet with the rest of the ELA staff to provide an overview.  We will also 
meet with social studies teachers and determine overall interest for implementation.   

● Karen Mazur and I had a phone conference with two representatives from Apex Learning.  As you know, 
Apex is a blended learning tool that allows our students to access electronic curriculum that has been 
specifically selected by our teachers.  Currently students successfully use Apex for homebound 
instruction, credit retrieval, and as an option for students to take courses that do not fit in their schedules. 
During our phone conference, the reps demonstrated a related product called Adaptive Tutorials. 

● Adaptive Tutorials is a relatively new addition to the services offered by Apex that allows students to 
enhance achievement in their specific areas of need.  While the term adaptive is a bit misleading, the tool 
would allow us to expand our electronic learning services into the areas of Tier II intervention, PARCC 
remediation, and content supplement for a variety or reasons such as extended absences and moving to 
a higher level (example Algebra I ACP to Algebra II Honors).  Karen and I were intrigued by the 
possibilities so our next step will be to discuss the program with teachers to determine their interest and 
perhaps pilot the tool with specific teachers.   

Maximize teacher effectiveness by supporting professional growth through reflection 
● Our Math teachers have completed all but one group session with Generation Ready facilitator Carrie 

Kizuka.  Our goals for this final group session include wrapping up our assessment analysis procedure 
and moving into corrective instruction practices.  Our final two sessions include small group or 1:1 
training with a focus on instructional the practices selected by our teachers.   

● Our ELA department allocated time at our last in-service to analysing the first two common unit 
assessments and identifying student strengths and weaknesses.  That information was shared with me in 
a document that we will use to compare our local assessment data with standardized assessment data 
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from PARCC, PSAT’s, SAT’s and ACT’s.  Analyzing the local and standardized assessment data will allow 
us to identify specific areas of focus in our future educational practices.   

Other School News 
● Mike Grifone and Robyn Kurelja led a special education PLC at our last in-service to refine our in-class 

support tracking sheet.  Teachers will use the sheet to track individual students as they access learning 
accommodations.  That information will be used to help develop future IEP’s and for aligning the services 
provided by multiple teachers throughout the day.   

● Shortly after the holiday break I met with Jennifer Thompson, the new principal at Green Hills School.  We 
took the opportunity to get to know each other by discussing educational leadership and the challenges 
associated with taking over a new position.  We also discussed ways we can work together to increase 
our level of service to our students.  I look forward to working with her in the future.   

● I joined the Algebra I roundtable hosted by Green Hills School and facilitated by Green’s math coach Ann 
VanSickle.  The event was attended by over twenty educators from 13 districts.  The discussion topic was 
student achievement in Algebra I.  Participants enjoyed a lively discussion, shared ideas, and perhaps 
most importantly, created a contact network for future discussion.   

● NHS Library Monthly Report The deleted books section indicates the number of books weeded from our 
collection.     

   
Directors’ Reports 
Curriculum - Angela Dunbar 
Goal: Develop curriculum and provide professional development that strengthens student-centered learning to 
increase student achievement. 

● District Level   
○ During the January 15th In-Service Curriculum Leadership Teams (CLT):  

■ Addressed deficits in Phase I with their content area by creating a plan to address the 
deficits   

■ Ensure teachers received training on how to complete Phase II in Atlas and began 
working on Phase II with their content area. 

■ The CLT’s will provide the director of curriculum with their content area action plan for 
Phase II by February 9.  

○  Based on feedback from the CLT members, Atlas improved our course revision process to make 
adding courses and revising course information a more seamless process.   

● Professional Development 
○ The director of curriculum and the NHS guidance coordinator will have a course articulation 

meeting to: 
■ Ensure all course names in Atlas match the revised course catalog 
■ Discuss new courses and new coding system 

○ The director of curriculum will train the HMS instructional coach how to revise courses and 
analyze New Jersey Student Learning Standards reports in Atlas.  

 
Character Education - Samantha Castro 

All three schools were represented at the County ABS meeting on Feb 6th where  Elissa Zylbershlag, Director 
of Conflict Resolution & Anti-Bias Initiatives, NJ State Bar Foundation was the guest speaker.  Elissa provided 
the audience with an overview of NJ State Bar Foundation services that are appropriate for schools. 
Moreover, Elissa gave out the latest edition of the Six Essential Lessons for Bullying Prevention, Grades k – 12. 
The newest edition incorporates social emotional learning (SEL) competencies, which is really exciting.   

High School  
● The Peer Leaders and Peer Mentors will spread the kindness and love by visiting the local senior citizens 

and delivering the handmade Valentine cards on February 7th.  
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● The schools in Sussex County came together and created 70  "first night" bags for those children who 
would spend their first night in a shelter. The bags included blankets, toiletries, and coloring 
books/crayons. Newton's Pass-it-Along club helped out by collecting over 30 coloring books and crayons.  

● A new Girls Circle began on Jan 23rd.  They will meet with a counselor from CFPC every Tuesday for ten 
sessions.  The group is an evidenced based program that is designed to foster self esteem, help girls 
maintain authentic connection with peers and adult women in the community.   

● The School Climate Team held their monthly meeting on Jan 31st.  The meeting discussed instituting 
components of the the Great Kindness Challenge during the month of February and refined the upcoming 
staff survey.  Finally, student member Kayleigh Furth discussed her community service project for raising 
money to buy school supplies for underprivileged families.   The SCT will assist her with this initiative.  

Halsted 
● Guidance pushed into all grade level classrooms to address specific grade and developmental level 

questions/topics involving bullying. 
● In collaboration with the Center for Prevention, we kicked off four new groups this month, Strong and 

Smart Students (8th), Boy’s Council, Inspiring Youth (6th), and REAL Entrepreneurship. 
● The Child Assault Prevention Program (CAP) will be presenting on February 27th, 28th, and March 1st. 

This program is designed and presented to all 7th grade students with the intent of educating the 
students as to ways reduce their vulnerability to assault and bullying. 

 
 
Merriam 

● The 4th graders are conducting research on the topic of bullying and creating board games to play with 
younger students. 

● Throughout the month of February, students in grades 2 and 3 are learning about emotion management, 
specifically how to manage strong feelings using self-regulation strategies.  New this year, students in 
grade 3 will participate in a “managing emotions” escape room activity.  In addition, Kinders and 1st 
graders are learning how to belly breathe, use positive self-talk, and count to help manage strong feelings.   

● Pride Ambassadors performed “The Art of Making Friends” for each grade level.  After discussing the 
importance of being kind, students learned about the Great Kindness Challenge and our school-wide 
service project “Coins for Kindness”. 

● The Great Kindness Challenge was a big success!  Our students completed over 8,000 acts of kindness in 
one week!  Ms. Mitchell’s class won first place for the door decorating contest; Mrs. Coleman’s class won 
second place; Mrs. Cleffi’s and Miss Koenigsberg’s classes won third.  Just as impressive, over $500 was 
collected during our “Coins for Kindness” campaign.  The money will be donated to rebuild playgrounds 
devastated by recent hurricanes. 

● We are partnering with the “Connect for Community” program to provide local food pantries with 
non-edible essentials like toiletries and hygiene products.  

 
Special Services - Jennifer Pasquali 

●    Total CST students 
○ PSD:    30 
○ MAS:   74 
○ HMS:   72 
○ NHS:  104 

● Students currently being evaluated  
○ PSD:    6 
○ MAS:   3 
○ HMS:   0 
○ NHS:   0 

Special education students moved into or out of the district: 
○ MAS:   0 In, 0 Out 
○ HMS:   0 In, 0 Out  
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○ NHS:    0 In, 0 Out   
● Homeless: There are a total of 26 homeless students; 12 of the homeless students are Newton 

residents.  23 are attending school in Newton, 2 are attending Sussex County Technical School ,1 is 
attending Willowglen Academy,  1 is attending Sussex County Charter School. 

● Preschool:  Preschool classes visited Newton Veterinary Hospital on January 24th. (Newton Vet) 
● MAS MD: On January 15th staff members participated in a full day training entitled Targeting Specific 

Goals in the Classroom Setting and Implementing Centers.  The training was presented by CST staff, 
related service providers, and our BCBA. It was a worthwhile day and was well received by all involved. 

● HMS Best Buds Club: Students enjoyed a trip to Sparta Lanes on January 2nd.  
● NHS MD: On January 9th, three Andover students had a meet and greet with their future classmates 

during their visit to NHS. On January 26th students will met with friends to have lunch at Chun Bo as part 
of the SWAP program. . 

● DLM: Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA) ELA, Math, and Science.  Eleven students will be 
participating in DLM this year.    Spring test window is 4-4-18 through 6-1-18. 

● PARCC:  The second review of accommodations has been completed by special education teachers and 
final review is being completed prior to uploading data for PARCC.  

● ACCESS 2.0:  Spring test window is February 20 through April 13.  
 
 
 
Assessment & Professional Development - Kenney Lutz 
Professional Development  

● All scheduled professional development that was completed on January 15th was well received by staff 
members.  There was an hour session for all to attend in the morning on trauma and how the brain reacts 
to certain situations.  It was done at the High School and was well attended.  Upon completion of that 
session, all professional development was done on a building based level.  

Assessment 
● The district’s PARCC Testing Committee has established all testing dates for the three schools and has 

posted the dates on the individual school’s websites. 
● All testing coordinators will be attending the state training component for the PARCC Assessment on 

February 28th.   
● The new New Jersey Student Learning Assessment for Science that the State is field testing this year will 

be given to 5th, 8th, and 11th grades in our district in May.  We have selected the dates for this to occur 
and are currently making plans for this assessment to have a smooth rollout this year. 

 
Information Services - Mary Decker 

● The second marking period closed and grades are available on the parent portal as well as being emailed 
to grades 3-12.  CST progress reports are emailed to parents in grades 3-12. 

● Data for grade 5, 8 and 11 has been loaded into the Pearson Access Next for the new online science 
assessment. 

● The DLM (PARCC alternative) has been setup and is ready for implementation in March. 
● Seven staff members attended Techspo 2018.  All found the conference excellent as well as providing 

time for our staff to collaborate and share their learning from the many breakout sessions.  The attendees 
will also be sharing their experiences with the technology committee. 

● Megan O’Mara did an excellent presentation at Techspo 2018 on a flexible approach to blended learning. 
The presentation was well received.   

● Mary Decker and Elysia Ochs attended a conference on assistive technology.  Various technology apps 
were shown as well as many examples on using them. 

● We have moved our alert communications system to PowerSchool’s new version called Swift K12.  This 
has many new administrative features as well as allowing reports, report cards and progress reports to be 
posted to the parent’s portal. 

● We have upgraded our online registration system to allow us to better streamline the registration process. 
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● Erin Marmara, Karen Noggle and Mary Decker visited several high schools in Bergen County to see their 
makerspaces, TV studio and library setups.   

● Several staff have submitted requests for the new donated smartboard.  All requests included innovative 
ways they would use this state of the art board in their classroom. The technology committee will decide 
who will receive the board. 

● The new course catalog for the High School has been put into place for the 18-19 school year and 
teachers have started using it as they enter recommendations. 

● The High School library has updated its website.  You can view it here. 
 
Athletics - Ryan Hashway 

● Arianna Ziegler represented NHS in the NJSIAA “NJ Celebrates National Girls In Sports Day”. This 
included an awards program at Seton Hall University. 

● The girls swim relay qualified for the Meet of Champions. 
● Both boys and girls basketball teams have advanced to the HWS quarterfinals to be played on March 10 
● The Pass It Along Scholar-Athlete banquet is planned for March 8. 
● Luke Young will represent Newton at the Greater Morris County Football Coaches banquet as our 

scholar-athlete. 
● Girls Basketball will play in the “Pretty in Pink” game at High Point on January 20 that generated over 

$2000. 
● Ice Hockey has begun its quest to win the HAAS Cup in an inter-league tournament. 
● Both boys and girls swim teams qualified for the state tournament. The boys have been eliminated, but 

the girls remain alive as they are at Roxbury on February 8. 
● Head coaches have taken the beginning steps to manage a webpage for their respective programs. 
● Winter sports:  

o Swimming – Girls 4-4-1; Boys 8-1 
o Ice Hockey – 17-5 
o Bowling –  0-7 
o Girls basketball – 12-6 
o Boys basketball – 16-2 
o Wrestling – 15-5 

 
Building Coordinators Reports 
Halsted Middle School 
Sue Desautels, Eileen Fisher, Joanne Nieman, Jean Perrier 
Professional Development 

● Techspo, a two day interactive conference held in Atlantic City, brought together tech. providers, 
designers, educational innovators and administrators looking to maximize best practices through the 
enhanced integration of the latest and greatest in advanced technology. The event showcased the next 
generation of technology through both teacher and vendor led workshops to highlight opportunities for 
innovation across content areas, grade levels, and for professional development purposes. Halsted’s Meg 
O’Mara presented a session to simulate a student perspective in relation to personalized learning. The 
format reflected a flexible approach to blended learning and provided attendees with a snapshot of how 
personalized learning can come to life in any classroom by infusing existing best practices with the 
purposeful integration of technology.  

● Mrs. Muzzo & Ms. Perrier have welcomed Scott Weiland into their classrooms for the spring semester. 
Scott is a dual special education and English practicum student from William Paterson University. He will 
be spending two days a week at Halsted observing, working with students, and implementing lessons.  

Student Achievement:  
Students of the Month:  

5th Grade: Kamryn Failla 
6th Grade: Monica Espinosa 
7th Grade: Ian Zambrano 
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8th Grade: Melanie Shouppe  
● Each year, students are recommended by their teachers at each grade level to participate in the National 

Geographic Geography Bee.  This year’s preliminary rounds provided the opportunity for 48 students 
grades 5-8 to display their knowledge of the world around us.  The final round took place on January 29th 
and yielded the following results: 3rd place- Daniela Munoz, grade 7; 2nd place- Jeremiah Samuel, grade 
6; 1st place- Kieran Kane, grade 8. Congratulations to Kieran and all those who participated in this exciting 
event.  

Student Programming 
● The third marking period brings about daily multiplication facts! Continuing with our school’s focus of 

increasing math achievement, each subject area has their students complete a multiplication math 
minute on their designated day. The goal is 60 facts in 60 seconds! Names are announced each morning 
and displayed outside the library for bragging rights.   

School & Community Service 
● Student Council held a bake sale at the end of January to raise funds for upcoming activities.  It was a 

great success, selling out nearly all 90 cookies we baked! It’s dance was held on Friday, February 9th for 
students in grades 6 - 8.  It was a great chance for everyone to have fun and unwind on a Friday night! 
Additionally, the Student Council held a carnation sale on Valentine's Day!  Beautiful, fresh carnations 
were provided by the high school Ag Department.  Students and staff were able to purchase a flower to 
show someone they care!  All proceeds will help fund upcoming Student Council activities.  

 
Newton High School 
English - Karen Seely-Nelson 
Professional Development  

● Teachers continue to meet to discuss assessments and best practices. 
● Teachers have been watching the videos and trying to set up classes on the new Campus Suite.  

Other News 
● Curriculum through phase 3 has been inputted on Atlas. 
● Teachers are working on completing their SGO’s by the end of March. 

Guidance - Karen Mazur  
Student Accomplishments: 

● Sara Dubinin Scholarship: Bridget Fajvan, Newton – $1,000 scholarship. Bridget is a sophomore and an 
active FFA member. This scholarship is presented annually in memory of Sara Dubinin to help 4-H or FFA 
members pursue their equine activities. 

● Congratulations to the following juniors who have been nominated to attend Girls State this June: Alexis 
Bensley, Kayla Bensley, Brooke Freund, Gabriella Guerriero, and Bridget Guziewicz 

Professional Development: 
● Lisa Casamassina attended a counselor Open House at Monmouth University on Feb. 9. 
● Lisa Bechtel and Lisa Casamassina attended the monthly ABS and School Climate Team Meeting on Feb. 

6. 
● Karen Mazur and Lisa Casamassina attended the Sussex County School Counselors Association meeting 

at Sussex County Technical School on Feb. 13. 
Other News: 

● The department is rolling out the 2018 Common application for scholarships to all seniors on Feb. 14. By 
completing this application, seniors will be eligible for multiple scholarships offered this spring. 

● The 2018-2019 Program of Studies is being finalized for posting on the website in time for the online 
scheduling process to begin on February 20th. 

Health & Physical Education - Ana Maniago 
Student Accomplishments 

● Juniors and seniors will be honored for participating in the #NotEvenOnce program.  Newton Police 
Officers will present the students with t-shirts and water bottles.  

Staff Accomplishments 
● Planned and scheduled guest speakers for our upcoming health units. 

 
Monthly Reports - February 2018 Page 7 of 11 
 



Other 
● Newton Police presented their #NotEvenOnce program to our health classes. 
● We are honored to have one of our teachers coach the girls swim team into states!!!!!!  

Mathematics - Leesha Torppey 
Professional Development 

● Algebra 2 teachers continue to revise the Algebra 2 scope and sequence. 
● Generation Ready Work: department members assessed the effectiveness of an assessment 

given in class, working cooperatively with teachers that teach the same course on the same level. 
Science - Jake Mull 
Student Accomplishments 

● The science league teams had their second competition and the highlights are as follows: 
○ Teams: 

■ Biology 2 - 1st place 
■ Chemistry 1 - 2nd place 
■ Chemistry 2 - 1st place 
■ Physics 1 - 1st place 
■ Physics C - 1st place 
■ Environmental Science - 1st place 

○ Students: 
■ Felicia Artrip - Highest score in the county for Chemistry 2 
■ Michael Rizzo - Second highest score in the county for Chemistry 2 
■ Alix Wojcik - Second highest score in the county for Chemistry 1 
■ Kass Wojcik - Highest score in the county for Environmental Science 
■ Kayleigh Furth - Second highest score in the county for Environmental Science 
■ Chris Polyak - Highest score in the county for Physics 1 
■ Richie Rezcka - Highest score in the county for Physics C 
■ Danielle DeMiranda- Second highest score in the county for Physics C 
■ Sierra Mastrelli - Highest score in the county for Biology 1 

Social Studies / Visual & Performing Arts - Brendan Scullin 
Student accomplishments 

● For the 2nd consecutive year, the Mock Trial Team competed in the Sussex County Finals.  The team is 
coached by Mrs. Coffey, Mrs. DaSilva, and Mr. Travis Nunziato, esq. (Class 2008). 

● Mrs. DaSilva’s APUSH students studied famous Americans from the 1920s in the second annual Speed 
Dating event. 

● Mrs. DaSilva’s APUSH and AP Gov students participated in a real-time discussion of the State of the 
Union address via an online discussion site called Today's Meet.  

● Mrs. Krol - Caitlin Bailey received 3rd place at the annual Peter's Valley School of Craft Student Exhibition 
for her sculpture "The Tree of Life and Death". 

Staff accomplishments 
●  Mr. Bollette and Mr. Bennington are creating a webpage through Google for the Newton Wrestling Team 

Professional Development 
● Patricia Krol attended a 16 hour Makerbot Workshop at Picatinny Arsenal for professional development. 

Other News 
● Coffey - Students finished their Absolute Monarchs Presentations in the World History Honors Class. 

The Rulers of (hypothetical) Westphaliaburg are:  Maria Theresa of Austria, Peter the Great of Russia, and 
Catherine the Great of Russia 

● DaSilva - The Academic Bowl team  is getting ready for the annual county-wide competition which will be 
held from February 21-27 at Sparta HSl. 

● Moretz - World History ACP students completed studying the Exploration and they are currently studying 
Absolutism and the Enlightenment. They have been working on independent and group research in 
preparation for a Battle of the Absolute Monarch’s debate.  

World Languages - Ana Maniago 
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Student Accomplishments 
● German 3 students retold the fairy tale “Rumpelstilzchen” in the simple past tense form accompanying a 

cartoon version of same. 
● German 1 students are working on their family tree projects to present to their classmates. 
● Mrs. Adam’s Spanish 2 CP students are working on “Casa Ideal” projects using www.floorplanner.com.   
● Mrs. Adam’s Spanish 2 ACP students are working on “Se Vende” video and brochure projects.   
● Mme. Leone’s French classes created a self portrait in the target language as an introduction to Madame. 
● French 3 and 4 are starting a pen pal program with students in La Réunion (island in the Indian Ocean).  
● Mrs. Gray-Revoredo’s Spanish A students learned to use Google Forms to design their own vocabulary 

quizzes for their classmates (and teacher). We examined the settings, how to add custom backgrounds, 
add pictures to questions or add extra sections and how to change the point value of each question. 
Students made a spreadsheet of the results to examine how everyone scored. 

● Mrs. Maniago’s SUPA students are watching the movie “Selena” in Spanish. Once they finish, they will 
have a discussion in Spanish about the movie . 

Staff Accomplishments 
● Petra Hannig-Eisenberger is planning on taking 12 students to Germany as exchange students this 

summer. The students will be visiting with their exchange partners from germany who visited us this past 
fall.  The will be attending high school, and going on a week-long trip throughout Germany. 

Professional Development 
● Ms. Hannig-Eisenberger attended the seminar “Effectively Dealing with Disruptive Students” on January 

29th. 
Other 

● The department welcomes Mrs. Kathleen Leone who started on February 2nd as our new French teacher.  
Career & Technical Education - Dave Pede 
No report 
 
Merriam Avenue School 
Steve Down, Deirdre Iuliani, Rose Lange, Nik Lasso, Linda Salerno 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social/emotional interventions within the RtI framework 

● First grade took on the Great Kindness Challenge with true intention 
○ Within each classroom, students engaged in unique activities centering around the idea of what it 

means to be kind 
■ Students wrote caring notes to friends,  teachers and family members as they “sprinkled 

kindness” all around  
■ Many first graders took part in the door/hallway decorating contest! They knew it wasn’t 

about winning; it was about spreading joy for the school to see!  
■ First graders’ kindness checklists came back to school overflowing with acts of kindness, 

evidence that the effects of the Great Kindness Challenge will prove long-lasting 
● News from the Physical Education Unit: 

○ Second grade students have been selected to help out in the Kindergarten technology classes to 
foster relationships between grade levels 

○ Adaptive PE classes combined with first grade classes to improve problem solving skills in an 
ongoing collaboration between multi-grade level students  

○ Students have been introduced to Swamp Ball, a game of problem solving strategies to help out a 
classmate 

○ To raise awareness of bullying, 4th grade health classes worked with guidance to create 
anti-bullying board games  

Close academic achievement gaps through implementing RtI practices and promote inclusionary educational 
practices for all students school-wide 

● Fourth grade students are working in book clubs during literacy and intervention times 
○ Students are using skills learned right from the beginning of the year and are applying them to 
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chapter books at their own reading level 
○ Students are working independently, coming to Book Club groups prepared to discuss ideas from 

their reading 
● Technology activities include math and spelling  

○ Students improve basic facts, increase their ability to figure out problems and quickly and 
accurately spell words  

● 100th Day takes on new meaning in Math as a school-wide project weaves throughout the school 
○ Classrooms bead and string their way to colorful number lines containing 100 beads 

■ Numbers and operations are learned with these “hands-on” manipulatives, supporting 
strategies in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division as well as fractions and 
decimals: 

                              
Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning 

● “Padlet”, a shared platform that provides staff an opportunity to to share resources and work in a 
collaborative environment, has become a valuable resource  

■ Staff-selected digital resources populate the site 
■ Guided math instruction strategies and an extensive range of instructional sites can be 

found on this shared resource 
● Technology classes explore applications 

○ Kindergarten students have been working with chromebooks to become more familiar with letter 
recognition on the keyboard 

○ First grade technology classes have been introduced to new typing activities to increase their 
speed in letter recognition and keyboarding skills  

○ Fourth grade students have been using technology as a way to watch Olympic recaps answering 
questions and learning about new sports and the different countries around the world 

○ Students in third grade classes will be attending trips to the Apple store at the Rockaway Mall 
Students will be programming robots and making advertisements 

■ Students will explore additional activities using Apple products and will be able to take 
home samples of their work via USB wristbands supplied by Apple employees 

● The winter Olympic Games provides learning opportunities in Spanish classes 
○ Dreaming to be anything they want to be and trying one’s best to accomplish their goals are 

essential understandings for kids  
○  The Olympics provide opportunity to study geography skills including location, terrain  and 

climate 
Increase family and community involvement in school program 

● Love of Reading Week brings guest readers and parents to Merriam 
○ Guest readers surprise students with read alouds that are sure to please 

■ Members of the community, including Chief Mike Richards and Town Manager Thomas 
Russo will join Dr. Greene entertaining the students with stories of friendship, teamwork 
and adventure 

○ Parents join their children during this annual week-long celebration of reading, participating in a 
fun  “lunch and learn” event 

■ Parents bring lunch and a favorite book while sharing special time around a love of 
reading 

● The last day of February brings the first meeting of the Grandparent Support Group 
○ Grandparents share experiences, collaborate on ideas and learn from each other during this 

informal gathering; building a network of relationships and making new connections are 
outgrowths of this special time together  

 
Monthly Reports - February 2018 Page 10 of 11 
 



● Family Learning Academy celebrates life-long fitness on the last evening in February 
○ Families will choose the level of challenge they will take on in this fun fitness-filled event 
○ Ropes, hula hoops, scooters and balls of all kinds are the tools of the night! 

● Phys Ed classes have been busy 
○ Students have been taking their pacer tests to improve cardiovascular endurance even during the 

winter months  
○ PE staff will begin working with scholar athletes at the high school to plan a fitness day at 

Merriam  
○ Students are being  introduced to the Jump Rope for Heart campaign 

● The PTO recently held a “Girls Night Out” fashion show at Merriam Avenue School 
○ The event was an extreme success and brought students and families together to share a great 

experience 
○ Later on in the month, the PTO will host a “Guys Night Out” sports event at the Sparta Field house 

● The after school Conversational Spanish class for Hispanic students improves language skills as kids are 
supported while talking about everyday activities   
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