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Principals’ Reports 
Newton High School - Jeff Waldron 
Support the use of technology in the educational process  

● I spoke with a representative from Newsela last week.  Newsela maintains a database of current event 
stories tailor-made for classroom use.  Stories are indexed by major themes and each story comes in a 
variety of reading levels.  As such, all members of the class can read the same story at their own reading 
level and later discuss the main points of the story as a group.  We have 11 high school teachers currently 
using Newsela. 

● Ashley Meisinger and I will reach out to the representative next week to discuss how we can introduce the 
database to more teachers.   

Maximize teacher effectiveness by supporting professional growth through reflection 
● Our math teachers have completed three sessions with Generation Ready facilitator Carrie Kizuka.  They 

have unpacked all standards and entered the information into Atlas completing Phase I of the curriculum 
plan.  At the last session, teachers discussed and created performance based assessments (PBA’s).  A 
well crafted PBA requires students to move beyond computation by providing a complex problem that 
they must use multiple mathematical techniques to resolve.  At our next session, teachers will begin 
creating/revising common unit assessments.  Assessments will be designed with strict standard 
alignment and appropriate rigor in mind.   

Other School News 
● The transition from middle school to high school presents many challenges that have proven difficult for 

some students to manage.  
○  In November of 2015 we identified a concern with the number of freshman who had failed one or 

more courses after the first marking period.  At that time, 27 freshman combined to fail 55 
courses to start their high school careers.   

○ Soon after the first marking period in 2015, we implemented a system to record and track the 
effectiveness of supports offered to struggling students.  We have continuously expanded our 
support system over time and have implemented major interventions such as Academic 
Enrichment (designed to help students with behavioral and organizational challenges) and ELA 
Academic Enrichment (designed to assist students with ELA skills).  This year, for the first time, 
we populated the support courses prior to the beginning of the school year by collaborating with 
our sending districts.   

○ As a result, the first marking period closed with 17 freshman combining to fail 33 courses.  While 
this leaves us with much work still to be done, we are encouraged by the progress.   

● We are looking closely at our course titles and descriptions (many of which have remained unchanged for 
several years) to ensure both reflect the content of the course as it is currently being taught.  We will soon 
be ready to share our proposed changes with Dr. Greene.   

● NHS Library Monthly Report. The deleted books section indicates the number of books weeded from our 
collection.   

   
Merriam Avenue School - Kevin Stanton 
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Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social / emotional interventions. 

● Lessons on Second Step, our research based character education program, are being done in third and 
fourth grade in addition to K-2.  

● Week of Kindness activities are being planned, including door decorating, that will focus on how to 
express acts of kindness. 

Close achievement gaps through research based, student centered assessment and instructional practices for all 
students school-wide. 

● We are implementing the Scholastic Independent Reading Assessment, an observational survey of 
reading comprehension based on chapter books, to monitor student achievement in non-fiction reading 
comprehension in fourth grade.  

● Teachers who are currently using The Writing Strategies Book: Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled 
Writers will be discussing the book and strategies with other teaching staff who have ordered the book to 
use in their classes. 

● A school-wide meeting will be held later in the month to discuss scheduling and assessment in math and 
language arts as we explore the possibility of departmental looping in 3rd and 4th grade.  

● School-based professional development during the January In-Service will focus on small group 
instruction and differentiation in math for all grade levels. 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning. 

● Health, literacy, and technology are integrated into interdisciplinary lessons in grades Kindergarten to 4.  
Increase family and community involvement in school programs. 

● The 3rd grade Arts and Music Night will be on January 25th. 
● Parent Academy will be on January 31st. 

 
Halsted Middle School - Kristi Greene 
Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math & English Language Arts classes. 

● English Language Arts & Math Support 
○ Students will take mid year assessments at the end of the month to determine growth 

● Math Fluency Initiative 
○ 2nd Marking Period  - subtraction fluency continues 
○ Skip counting decals have been ordered to display on the 2nd floor 

● Math Consultant Work 
○ Math teachers are completing two inter-department observations to be discussed at their next 

PLC meeting 
Implement research based behavioral and social emotional multi-tiered interventions to improve climate and culture 
and increase academic achievement.  

● PBSIS 2017 Cohort 
○ 12/6 - Universal Team meeting to plan Incentive Day 
○ 12/22 - Incentive Day was a huge success! (Pictures) 

■ Students used their earned Halsted 5 tickets to participate in a variety of activities run by 
grade level 

● Comprehensive Adolescent Program (CAP) 
○ Small group Tier II Counseling is transitioning to Center for Prevention who recently won the grant 

in 2018 
○ Youth Advocate Program is setting up a meeting with with our community schools liaison and 

Mrs. Dunbar to begin offering individualized counseling services  
Other School News 

● TREPS Marketplace on December 8 offered our students an opportunity to buy gifts for friends and family 
or a delicious treat for themselves 
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● Mitten Tree - Staff, family and friends donated gifts for more than fifty of our families in need. Families 
had a choice of a variety of gifts such as: Braves gear, cafeteria snack passes, money towards a class 
trip, and books. 

 
Directors’ Reports 
Athletics - Ryan Hashway 

● Newton wrestling hosted the 13th annual Henry Boresch Duals.  Four top twenty ranked teams 
participated in this iconic event. 

● The girls basketball team will be playing in the “Pretty in Pink” game at High Point on January 20. 
● Boys Soccer was named the Mugs Media Team of the Year and NJ Herald Team of the Year. 
● Football was named the Mugs Media Team of the Year and NJ Herald Team of the Year. 
● Matt Parzero was named the Mugs Media Coach of the Year and NJ Herald Coach of the Year. 
● Chase Cramer was named Mugs Media Player of the Year and NJ Herald Player of the Year. 
● Kayleigh Furth was named Mugs Media Player of the Year and NJ Herald Player of the Year. 
● Head coaches have taken the beginning steps to manage a webpage for their respective programs. 
● Winter sports:  

o Swimming – Girls 1-4; Boys 5-0 
o Ice Hockey – 9-4 
o Bowling –  0-7 
o Girls basketball – 6-2 
o Boys basketball – 7-2 
o Wrestling – 3-3 

 
Curriculum - Angela Dunbar 
Goal: Develop curriculum and provide professional development that strengthens student-centered learning to 
increase student achievement. 

● The director of curriculum met with the high school and middle school Curriculum Leadership Teams 
(CLTs) to assist them with training teachers on Phase II during the January 15th In -Service. 

● During the January 15th In-Service the CLTs will: 
○ Address any deficits in Phase I with their content area  
○ Ensure teachers receive training on how to complete Phase II in Atlas and begin working on 

Phase II with their content area. 
● Phase II   

○ Assessments (aligning assessments with standards)  
○ Instructional strategies  
○ Materials and resources 
○ Modifications: special ed, gifted, ELL, students at risk 
○ Complete 21st Century Themes and Skills 
○ Ensure unit calendars were updated 
○ Run standards alignment report for content area and share with director 

● The CLTs will discuss the proposed monthly action plan for Phase II (January - May) with their content 
area on January 15th and will provide the director of curriculum with any revisions.  

● Revised the 2017-2018 curriculum budget document to reflect each school’s budget, cumulative funds 
spent, and remaining funds.  The document was shared with all building principals and the 
superintendent. 

● Revised courses will be sent in as an agenda item for board approval for the January 23rd board meeting. 
● Revisions have been made to the Newton Public Atlas site to improve the way in which the public views 

the curriculum. The public will clearly see the format of Phase I with the categories clearly defined.  
● NHS has submitted six new courses for the director of curriculum and superintendent to review.   

 
Character Education - Samantha Castro 
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● January 9th and 10th - HMS, Green, and Andover eighth grade classes began the transition process by 
taking a tour of NHS building and meeting spotlight students, staff, and administration.  The advanced 
digital class produced a video on what Newton High is and stands for through clubs, classes and 
organizations. 

Halsted 
● On January 5th the guidance department met with a representative from the Center for Prevention for the 

purpose of planning five new groups which will begin meeting this February.  All of these groups will be 
offering social and emotional support to those students participating, dependent on the specific needs of 
each group. 

● January 18th the eighth grade class along with a cross section of teachers will be participating in 
“Challenge Day” in the gym.  Challenge Day is a full day program facilitated by two Challenge Day 
counselors with a focus on developing leadership and social and emotional skills. The development of 
these skills can measured/reflected in a higher level of intellectual flexibility, task leadership, emotional 
control, self confidence, and social competence of those students involved. 

Merriam 
● We are focusing on kindness throughout the month of January.  Students in grades 2 and 3 read Each 

Kindness and played a jeopardy-style game in which they had to reflect on ways to show empathy and 
kindness to others.   

○ January 19th, our Pride Ambassadors will be treating the school to a reader’s theatre of The Art 
of Making Friends, a book about kindness and friendship.  At the conclusion of the performance, 
students will be introduced to the Great Kindness Challenge (to take place the week of January 
22nd). 

○ We will participate in Kind Coins for Hurricane Relief as a part of the Great Kindness Challenge. 
● Our School Climate Team continues to meet monthly.  In December, staff received a refresher training on 

the district’s HIB Policy and the process for identifying and reporting HIB’s. 
● The School Climate Team continues to work on its goal of staff wellness and morale.   

○ Monthly Birthday Bash 
○ Staff Yoga 
○ Knitting club (staff members are knitting hats for Newton Hospital) 

High School 
● The School Climate Team is running a team building exercise among the staff on the January 15th 

In-service.  The goal is to bring the teachers together over a bowl of Chili at the First Annual NHS Chili-Off. 
 
Special Services - Jennifer Pasquali 

●     Total CST students 
○ PSD:    29 
○ MAS:   75 
○ HMS:   71 
○ NHS:  104 

● Students currently being evaluated  
○ PSD:    3 
○ MAS:   4 
○ HMS:   1 
○ NHS:   0 

Special education students moved into or out of the district: 
○ MAS:   0 In, 0 Out 
○ HMS:   2 In, 0 Out  (still attending Hamburg for the remainder of the year) 
○ NHS:    2 In, 0 Out   

● Homeless: There are a total of 31 homeless students; 10 of the homeless students are Newton 
residents.  26 are attending school in Newton, 3 are attending Sussex County Technical School ,1 is 
attending Willowglen Academy,  1 is attending Sussex County Charter School. 
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● Preschool:  Preschool classes hosted a holiday craft, story and snack hour with parents on December 
21st. (Holiday Fun) (Jingle Bells) 

● MAS BD Program: One student is moving on to an out of district placement and another was found 
eligible for the program. 

● MAS MD: Staff members in the program will participate in a full day training on January 15th entitled 
Targeting Specific Goals in the Classroom Setting and Implementing Centers.  The training is being 
provided by CST staff, related service providers, and our BCBA. 

● Halsted Best Buds Club: Students enjoyed a trip to Shoprite to purchase groceries for a special lunch 
bunch activity.  

● High School MD: Student went bowling on January 10th with other schools participating in SWAP. 
Another SWAP event will be on held on January 26th and students will meet with friends to have lunch at 
Chung Bo. 

● DLM: Alternate Proficiency Assessment in ELA, Math, and Science.  Eleven students will be participating 
in DLM this year.    Spring test window is April 4 through June 1  

● PARCC:  The first review of accommodations has been completed by 504 coordinators, CST members, 
and ESL teachers.  Special education teachers are now reviewing the PARCC accommodations for their 
students prior to the upload.  

 
Assessment & Professional Development - Kenney Lutz 
Professional Development  

● The plan for professional development on January 15th has been established and set up for the day.  All 
staff members have been notified of the schedule and are ready to attend numerous activities throughout 
the day held at the three schools.  

Assessment 
● The district’s PARCC Testing Committee has established all testing dates for the three schools and is in 

the process of setting the schedule up for administration.  
● All testing coordinators will be attending the state training component for the PARCC Assessment on 

February 28th.   
● All Special Education Teachers, 504 Facilitators, ESL Teachers, and CST Members are in the final stages 

of the modification process regarding their identified students and what they will need for the PARCC 
Assessment.  Upon completion of this step, initial testing groups and be established.  

 
Facilities Services - Joe Van Kirk 

● The electrical contractor started the generator installation at the High School. It will take 2-3 weeks to 
install followed by the gas piping installation. 

 
Information Services - Mary Decker 

● Data Collections 
○ The new Student Safety Data System (SSDS) is open for incident reporting for the 2017 - 2018 

school year. The SSDS combines and replaces both the Electronic Violence and Vandalism 
Reporting System and the Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying – Investigations system. 

○ Pearson Access Next opens January 18th for the spring test administration. 
○ Grades 8 and 11 Science information uploads to Parcc are due January 30th.  Grade 4 or 5 will be 

due in March when the decision on what grade level is being tested is made. 
● Twelve staff members from all three schools attended the NJECC conference.   Anthony Johnson was 

the keynote speaker bringing his message of Know your Why to the audience.    Megan O’Mara, Carolyn 
McKnight, Nik Lasso and Erin Marmara presented sessions on Blended Learning, Makerspaces and 
Breakout EDU. Here is a link to some of the takeaways the staff brought back. 

● Mary Decker and Nik Lasso are participating in a state pilot program to evaluate online courses taught by 
NJ teachers.  Joseph Bolen and Megan O’Mara have recorded videos for this 
program(Technology-infused Strategies and Practices (TiPS)). 
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● A slightly new look to the newtonnj.org website will be coming this month as our host Campus Suite is 
upgrading its hosting platform to allow better accessibility. 

● The PARCC Committee has been meeting regularly in preparation for the test administration.  The 
committee has been expanded to include the new science online test which will be administered through 
Pearson Access Next (PAN) the same way as PARCC. 

● The System44/Read180 programs are being moved to a hosted cloud environment. 
● The new version of the instant alert system has been installed.   The version contains many upgrades 

over previous versions and is called SwiftK12. 
 
Building Coordinators Reports 
Merriam Avenue School 
Steve Down, Deirdre Iuliani, Rose Lange, Nik Lasso, Linda Salerno 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social/emotional interventions within the RtI framework 

● Physical Education completed a two week yoga unit.  Yoga helps kids with flexibility, balance, and 
muscular strength. It also helps students quietly relax and focus on their breathing, while enjoying 
themselves with yoga stories in which they are interested   

● Second grade Health classes started the Importance of Doctors unit to help kids understand the vital 
roles doctors play in their lives and the importance of consistently monitoring and then communicating 
how they are feeling 

● All students are participating in Castleball, a challenging game that forces students to work together to 
build a castle structure using only hula hoops and their minds. This activity requires students to work 
together, to think critically and to problem solve 

● Merriam will be participating in the Great Kindness Challenge during the week of January 22-26. To 
kick-off the challenge, our student Pride Ambassadors will be performing a Reader's Theatre of "The Art 
of Making Friends" by Julia Cook  

● First Grade has been working on the theme of Kindness all year long, and with The Great Kindness 
Challenge approaching next week, there is an even more special focus on kindness  

○ First graders discuss, read and talk about various ways to show kindness to others in relation to 
the world around them 

○ Students have read about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the ways in which he impacted our 
country.  Students make connections to their own lives in their writing 

● “Big Hearts, Little Hats”, a community service opportunity for staff, is facilitated by Mrs. Lange. A series of 
knitting tutorials during the month of January celebrates American Heart Month by knitting and 
crocheting red hats for babies born in February at Newton Medical Center.   

● Staff Yoga is offered by Mrs. Porter, a certified yoga instructor! Weekly yoga sessions happen every 
Monday after school in the library with all proceeds to be donated to charity. 

Close academic achievement gaps through implementing RtI practices and promote inclusionary educational 
practices for all students school-wide 

● Dr. Nicki Newton provided a most informative day of professional development in Guided Math 
○ Dr. Newton is an education consultant who works with schools and districts around the country 

on elementary math curriculum and guided math 
○ Teachers and staff learned valuable implementation and structural ideas for each component 

within the math workshop framework  
○ Guided Math discussions included ideas around assessment, differentiated instruction and 

workstation content   
○ Math running records were explored as a way to take a good look at students’ mathematical 

thinking through targeted questioning  
● Fourth grade Health and Technology classes have started their body systems projects. This unit has 4th 

grade students working in groups to prepare class presentations on the importance of the different body 
systems and how they work 

● Fourth grade teachers met with Megan O’Mara to discuss blended learning structures and resources 
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● Staff members attended the NJECC Conference to learn about inclusionary digital classroom resources 
and activities 

○ NJECC provided multiple opportunities to learn, share and network with leaders in the 
cross-cutting  fields of technology, science, engineering and math around closing gaps across 
content areas 

○ Outside the box thinking is heralded as critical to innovative discovery and teaching, creating 
student-centered learning cultures 

○ Suggesting a mindset shift in math instruction where teachers see kids as mathematicians 
(instead of as kids being taught mathematics), represents a first step in experiential relevant 
learning - enabling all learners access to high level learning 

○ Taking a hard look at pedagogy, climate and content to ensure concepts are relevant, (the "why"), 
will help educators understand and implement best practices in inquiry/project based learning 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning 

● First grade technology and health classes started a keyboarding unit to reinforce letters and sounds. The 
unit also improves the students’ ability to type with more speed and accuracy 

● Dr. Nicki Newton shared several free sites were that offer instructional content for students at digital 
workstations. Students at all developmental stages in math reasoning and conceptual understanding 
have access to appropriate resources that will improve their skill and fluency   

● We are beginning to use Padlet, a shared platform that provides staff an opportunity to to share resources 
and work in a collaborative environment. Padlet is an organized storage warehouse of staff-selected 
digital resources. Our first Padlet houses resources in guided math instruction and will be expanded to 
include sites to enhance instruction in the major areas of focus in mathematics  

Increase family and community involvement in school program 
● Physical Education department is currently planning their Parent Academy Night. The theme for the night 

brings a focus to family fitness activities. The goal is to give resources and ideas for different ways in 
which families can be active together 

● Story Pirates interactive assembly energizes kids and adults. The Story Pirate actors talk about plot, 
characters and setting, as well as basic story elements like beginning, middle and end 

○ All performances are student driven, so as the Story Pirates perform, they ask for audience 
participation for all of the elements they teach 

○ Audience participation gets students excited about the writing process 
○ Story Pirates perform “stolen” students' stories and perform them, hence their name, "Story 

Pirates" 
● Preschool students visited Newton Veterinary Hospital as part of a community resource unit to learn how 

to care for pets 
 
Halsted Middle School 
Sue Desautels, Eileen Fisher, Joanne Nieman, Jean Perrier 

● Goal #1:   Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math classes. 
● Goal #2:   Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade English Language Arts.  
● Goal #3:   Implement researched based behavioral/social emotional multi-tiered interventions to improve 

climate and culture and increase student achievement. 
Student Achievement:  

● Students of the Month: 
○ 5th Grade: Julia Reasoner 
○ 6th Grade: Skyler Murphy 
○ 7th Grade: Rhyan Hernandez 
○ 8th Grade: Kayla Choi 

Professional Development:  
● Mr. Grzymko, Ms. Delfino, and Ms. Weinstein attended a seminar, “Best Practices in Co-Teaching” 

sponsored by the Bureau of Education and Research.  Topics included: expanding upon the basic 
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co-teaching models; exploring over two dozen innovative, practical and clearly explained implementation 
techniques for collaboration; learning how to maximize the skills of two adults in the classroom; how to 
build strong partnerships between general and special education staff and other specialists; how to 
maximize teacher strengths and identify the best roles and responsibilities for each professional; and 
learning successful co-teaching options that accelerate students’ learning and success in meeting 
state-specific standards. 

Student Programming 
● Ms. Sienrukos’ class  just finished their project called “Math In Every Career", where they needed to pick a 

job, find the salary and calculate the monthly pay after taxes were deducted, include a summary 
explaining what the job is and what it entails, and explain 5 reasons why math is involved. Attached is a 
photo of a few students and their chosen future professions.  

 
● Inside the classroom, Mr. Bolen's students have begun a narrative writing unit where they will compose a 

story between 1,000 and 30,000 words (max cutoff to be a short story) that can later become the basis of 
a novel or an entry into HMS Press's Second Annual Narrative Writing Contest run during the fourth 
marking--to hopefully be sponsored by Walmart again. The winner will follow in the footsteps of Halsted 
great Elissar Abou-Jaoude and have his or her narrative published in Volume 6, Issue 4. 

● On January 19th,  8th grade students were treated to a special guest speaker in their social studies 
classes.  Mr. Mark Lospinuso currently works at the Sussex County Correctional Facility and has worked 
in the field for over 33 years.  During the presentation Mr. Lospinuso discussed life in jail, jobs required of 
correctional officers, and showed a display of confiscated everyday items that were turned into weapons 
by the inmates.  Students viewed pictures of different rooms in the jail and were able to ask questions 
about a variety of topics.  Mr. Lospinuso related and reinforced current topics being learned in Mr. 
Nasatka’s classes dealing with the Constitution.   

● Mr. Thomas McNulty also visited Mr. Nasatka’s classes on January 23rd.  Mr. McNulty is a defense 
attorney and graciously gave up his time to come into class to talk about tasks required as a  lawyer in 
preparation for the student’s upcoming mock trial.  Mr. McNulty was not alone, as he also brought two 
other lawyers who work in his office.  He helped the students develop a plan of attack for their upcoming 
mock trial.  Students were able to see how a case is developed through witnesses, questions, and 
answers.  He also discussed the interview process that potential jurors face while called to jury duty.   

 
Newton High School 
Career & Technical Education - Dave Pede 
Student Accomplishments 

● FFA members prepared and delivered holiday cards to residents of Bristol Glen. 
● Students are beginning preparation for upcoming Career Development Events in Meats Evaluation, 

Forestry, and Farm Business Management which will be held in March. 
● FFA officers are preparing for the staff appreciation luncheon and national FFA week in February. 
● FBLA member, Daniel Flores Zelaya, has qualified for the NJ State Competition in March. He will be 

competing in the Introduction to Business Competition. 
Professional Development 
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● Completed Phase 1 of the curriculum plan. 
● The staff were trained in trauma navigation and Phase II of Atlas. 

Other News 
● The aquaculture class is preparing to raise Heritage Brook Trout for the US Fish and Wildlife Services 

introduction to the Cherry Creek at the newly acquired Cherry Valley Wildlife and Educational Facility. 
This will occur in April, but we will receive the fingerlings in late January. The fingerlings will be reared 
in the lobster tank donated by ShopRite. 

English - Karen Seely-Nelson 
Professional Development  

● Kristen Hauser is enrolled in two more classes, Critical Thinking and Literacy and Case Studies of Reading 
Difficulties, as she works towards her graduate degree. 

● The department continues to work on inputting the mandated pieces of each curriculum in Atlas. 
● The department analyzed the end of the unit assessments once they are completed. Strengths and 

weaknesses were discussed. Weaknesses have been or will soon be addressed. 
Other News 

● Four students have been chosen to participate in Teen Arts. They will be sharing poetry and stories. Diana 
Guerriero is the liaison for the department. 

Guidance - Karen Mazur  
Student Accomplishments 

● Seniors have received acceptances from the following colleges and universities: Rutgers, NJIT, Loyola 
University, University of Scranton, Penn State, University of Tampa, James Madison, Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, and the University of Hawaii. 

● Our Governor’s School of New Jersey in the Sciences nomination is Omar Stefano Montalvo 
Staff Accomplishments  

● The department continues to assist our 209 members of the Class of 2018 in their post-secondary 
education plans, including processing applications, writing letters of recommendation, and sending 
supporting documents through Naviance. 

● Lisa Bechtel arranged a staff presentation on Grief and Trauma that was held at the January 15 In-Service 
Day.  The presenters from Psychological Associates addressed the staff on the brain’s response to 
trauma; techniques for working through grief reactions with children and young adults; teacher’s response 
to trauma and personal triggers; linking students to supports they may need, and wellness tips for 
teachers. The presentation was well received by those in attendance from all three of our schools. 

Professional Development 
● Lisa Bechtel attended a SAC meeting on 1/12/18 - presentation from Jessica Platt, Ph.D. from Tree 

House Therapy Services, LLC.  She discussed their services and issues that are happening around the 
county.  

Other News 
● The department hosted two successful 8th grade visitation days on January 9 (Long Pond and Green Hills 

School) and January 10 (Halsted). The 8th graders started in the auditorium with introductions and a 
Student Spotlight Presentation, featuring students from all walks of life at NHS. The Peer Leaders then 
escorted the 8th grade students through the building where they were treated to presentations from 
elective areas like Technology and Foods, and academic demonstrations such as a mock forensics crime 
scene. 

Health & Physical Education - Ana Maniago 
Student Accomplishments 

● We had one of our students complete the Air Force physical fitness test for potential cadets. 
Staff Accomplishments 

● Phase 2 of the curriculum plan 
● Physical Education members were involved with staff/student volleyball tournament. 
● Assisted with equipment and setup for the staff/student volleyball game and our very own Mike Muller 

was a part of the winning team!  
Professional Development 
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● Staff attended “Trauma and Grief” counseling session during in-service. 
Other 

● Newton Police presented their #NotEvenOnce program to our health classes.  
● Newton EMT’s came into our health classes to give the students some hands-on experience with first 

aid/CPR. 
Mathematics - Leesha Torppey 
Professional Development 

● Algebra 2 teachers continue to revise the Algebra 2 scope and sequence. 
● Generation Ready Work: Math Department began to upload assessments into Atlas and cross 

reference the assessments with the NJSLS. This will continue throughout the 3rd marking period. 
Science - Jake Mull 
Student Accomplishments 

● The science league teams had their first competition and the highlights are as follows: 
● Teams 

○ Biology 2 – 1st place 
○ Chemistry 1 –2nd place 
○ Chemistry 2 – 1st  place 
○ Physics 1 – 1st place 
○ Physics C – 1st place 
○ Environmental Science – 1st place 

● Students 
○ Felicia Artrip - Highest score in the county Chem 2 
○ Michael Rizzo - Second highest score in the county Chem 2 
○ Alix Wojcik – Second highest score in the county Chem 1 
○ Kayleigh Furth – Highest score in the county in Environmental Science 
○ Kass Wojcik – Second highest score in the county in Environmental Science 
○ Kyle Penny – Highest score in the county in Physics 1 
○ Chris Polyak – Second highest score in the county in Physics 1 
○ Richie Reczka – Highest score in the county in Physics C 
○ Danielle DeMiranda - Second highest score in the county in Physics C 
○ Sierra Mastrelli - Highest score in the county in Biology 

Professional Development 
● A PLC meeting was held on January 15 to discuss current equipment needs in the science department. 
● The Science Department participated in the district-wide in-service day by inputting information into Atlas. 

Social Studies / Visual & Performing Arts - Brendan Scullin 
Student Accomplishments 

● Mr. Good - The following students were accepted into the North Jersey School Music Association Region 
I Chorus. Congratulations to: 

○ Andrew Austin 
○ Bridget Guziewicz 
○ Andrew Jones 
○ Jaydeep Mukherjee 
○ Greg Nappa 
○ Eva Paternoster 
○ Miranda Paternoster 
○ Kristin Ware 

Other News 
● Mrs. Krol - Art students will be participating in the 2018 Peters Valley Student Art Exhibition. Their work 

will be on display from January 14 - February 4, 2018 at the Sally D. Francisco Gallery, Peters Valley 
School of Craft, 19 Kuhn Road, Layton, NJ 07851. 

● Mr. Scullin - Rehearsals have begun for this year’s Spring Musical Tommy.  This will be the first time we 
will be testing the “rock-opera” waters.  
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World Languages - Ana Maniago 
Student Accomplishments 

● Mrs. Adam’s Spanish 2 ACP students interviewed a classmate about their likes, dislikes, hobbies, etc and 
then designed a new bedroom for their partner.   

● German 1 students learned how to ask for and tell time, manipulating clocks, and using an interactive 
smartboard clock individually and in pairs. 

● German 3 students are studying the preterite and the concept of fairy tales in order to read authentic 
Grimms’ fairy tales. 

● Mr. Rueda’s Spanish 4 students designed and recorded a video on “Letter to the Wise Men” 
● Mrs. Gray-Revoredo’s Spanish 1 students complete an Adobe Spark video: ACP to describe day school 

schedule and after school activities; the longest video so far entirely in Spanish.  CP to create a movie 
review entirely in Spanish using only the vocabulary and describing words/phrases we have learned so 
far. CP may also choose to create a “Guess Who?” video, describing a well-known character, again using 
only the vocabulary we have learned and their own creativity. 

● Mrs. Maniago’s Spanish 3 students are designing conversations at the doctor’s office using vocabulary 
and structures they learned and then they will videotape their role play activity.  

Staff Accomplishments 
● Mrs. Maniago was named Teacher of the Year. This honor was bestowed for her dedication to her 

students.  
Professional Development 

● Mrs. Adam and Mrs.Gray-Revoredo completed the Epi-pen training on January 15th with Mrs.  Aquino, our 
school nurse. 

● Mrs. Maniago attended the Syracuse University Seminar on December 18th in New York City. The topic 
was how to incorporate culture in the Spanish class. 

● Mrs. Maniago attended the Sussex County Consortium presentation on the Oral Proficiency Interview on 
January 12th.  

● The department worked on Atlas curriculum during the Martin Luther King Jr. in-service day. 
Other News 

● The Spanish Club and Multicultural Club planned a fundraiser at Sol Azteka, a local Mexican restaurant. 
● Multicultural Club members made and sold slices of Frittatas for breakfast on January 12th.  
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