
Newton Public Schools 
57 Trinity Street   ♦   Newton, NJ 07860-1831 

973-383-7392 phone   ♦   973-383-5378 fax 

www.newtonnj.org 

 
Dr. G. Kennedy Greene                                Donna C. Snyder 
      Superintendent                         Business Administrator 

 
 
Principals’ Reports 
Halsted Middle School - Kristi Greene 
Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math & English Language Arts classes. 

● English Language Arts & Math  Support 
○ Mid- year universal screening is complete  

■ Teachers evaluating growth and discussing goals with students 
■ An analysis of SMI results will be compared to iReady results to determine next steps, 

and purchase of a universal math screener for 2018-2019 
● Math Fluency Initiative 

○ Multiplication Fluency is underway 
● Math Consultant Work 

○ 6 days of training remain with our math consultant 
○ Common language and universal problem solving strategy (Cubes) was adopted 

Implement research based behavioral and social emotional multi-tiered interventions to improve climate and culture 
and increase academic achievement.  

● PBSIS 2017 Cohort 
○ Universal Team planning 

■ February Focus - Respect 
● Students receive special respect tickets to earn a chance for a Kindle drawing 

■ March - Students will earn tickets to “buy” incentives on March 29th 
● Comprehensive Adolescent Program (CAP) 

■ Small group Tier II Counseling - run by Center for Prevention and Counseling  
● Smart and Strong Students (SASS) 
● Boy’s Council 
● Inspiring Youth 
● Entrepreneur Workshop 

● Youth Advocate Program  
■ Schedule created 
■ Counselors meeting with parents and initial counseling sessions beginning.  

Other School News 
● Officer Tom Tosti is teaching 5th grade students using the Law Enforcement Against Drugs (LEAD) 

curriculum in Physical Education classes.  
● Math League Assessment for 6th, 7th and 8th grade students begins February 27th 
● Love of Reading Week was celebrated with a variety of activities February 26 - March 2 
● Child Assault Prevention classes will take place 2/27, 2/28, and 3/1 for all 7th grade students 
● Mitch Morrison, CEO of Economic Green Solutions in Sparta, volunteered to work with our 8th grade 

teachers to plan a Student Career Day Program in April 
 
Newton High School - Jeff Waldron 
 Support the use of technology in the educational process  
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● Paul Filan is working with Meg O’Mara to develop curriculum for the new Criminal Justice course recently 
approved by the Board.  The goal of that collaboration is to merge Paul’s content knowledge with Meg’s 
personalized learning skills to develop a student-centered course that is accessible to students at 
multiple levels.  

Maximize teacher effectiveness by supporting professional growth through reflection 
● Our math teachers have completed all group sessions with Generation Ready facilitator Carrie Kizuka. 

We are now planning our final two sessions that will allow Carrie to work with individual teachers in the 
areas they feel will benefit them the most.  Each teacher is selecting a topic(s) for focus and taking part in 
designing their own personalized PD session.   Sessions will include out of class as well as in class 
components.   

Other School News 
● I have been working with Erin Marmara to rethink how the NHS library provides services to the school 

community.  Our discussion thus far has centered on the philosophy that the library exists to support 
learning in the classroom by providing access to relevant learning materials as well as to support learning 
in ways that are not readily available to students and teachers in a classroom environment.   

● Erin’s vision includes providing up to date resources that are relevant to the 21st Century learner as well 
as offering a flexible innovative learning space that will allow full classes and individual students to 
explore their educational curiosities.  I look forward to keeping you updated on her progress. 

● Erin, Mary Decker, and Karen Noggle recently visited Hawthorne and Tenafly High Schools to tour their 
libraries and discuss how the media specialists in those schools have been striving to meet the needs of 
the modern learner.  They found the trip useful in helping to shape the NHS vision.  

● NHS Library Monthly Report The deleted books section indicates the number of books weeded from our 
collection.   

● NHS will be holding an Open House on March 7th.  The invitation below has been sent to 8th grade 
families in all three districts.  Mike Grifone has taken the lead in organizing this event.  

 

 
 

● NHS mailed three hundred letters, handwritten cards, notes, and poems to Stoneman Douglas High 
School.  Our students responded in true fashion to a request to share words of support and 
encouragement with the Parkland FL school community as they return to their building this week.  A 
binder with copies of each message is available in the guidance office.  Special thanks to Karen Mazur 
and Karen Seely-Nelson for quickly organizing ths effort.  

 
Merriam Avenue School - Kevin Stanton 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social / emotional interventions. 

● High school students who have been designated as Sussex County Scholar Athletes worked with our third 
and fourth grade students on a service learning project that integrated sports and an art project.   

● Students from Newton HS participated in Reader’s Theatre with our preschool students. 
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● Throughout Love of Reading Week, each grade level participated in activities designed to promote 
positive school culture. 

● The Future Chef Competition will be held on March 22.  Halsted students will be working with Merriam 
students in a cooking competition. 

Close achievement gaps through research based, student centered assessment and instructional practices for all 
students school-wide. 

● Teachers are reviewing Eureka Math as a potential set of resources to assist in appropriate sequencing of 
math skills, strategies and concepts at developmentally appropriate levels..  

● On March 2nd, teachers will review assessment tools at a school-wide meeting in preparation for piloting 
standardized academic screening. 

● We continue to focus grade level meetings on small group instruction and differentiation in math. 
● Nominations are being made for Enthusiastic Reader at each grade level. 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning. 

● Health, literacy, and technology are integrated into interdisciplinary lessons at grades Kindergarten -- 4.  
● The MAS Aftercare program will be integrating a digital learning component for students participating in 

the program. 
Increase family and community involvement in school programs. 

● The recent Family Learning Academy focused on health and fitness. 
● Throughout Love of Reading Week parents read with their children during our Lunch & Read program. 
● March 7th will be McTeacher Night at the Newton McDonalds. 
● March 22nd is the 2nd grade concert. 

 
 
Directors’ Reports 
Character Education - Samantha Castro 
The spring calls for a time to evaluate, refine, and enhance our schools through school climate and culture 
surveys for staff, students, and parents in all three schools.  The process began in February and concludes with 
data analysis.  The surveys allow us to collaborate with all major stakeholders and discover their perception of the 
current climate and culture.  Over the next few months we will continue to improve our schools and programs 
thanks to this vital information.  All three schools will also work collaboratively to begin the application process 
for School of Character recognition.  Character.org  
NHS 

● Students were invited by the Peer Leader advisors to participate in the PSA--Contest (Underage Drinking) 
and (Impact of the Opioid Epidemic)poster, essay, video contest sponsored by CFPC.  

● Student leadership is blooming with Derek Sanchez, Brianna Giordano, and Makaela Dionne.  With 
guidance from Peer Mentors the students are overseeing the March of Dimes Walk, Sunday, April 29th. 
To increase donations the students added to the community service project by organizing a dress down 
day at NHS.  All donations will go directly to the walk: March for Dimes  

● On Friday, February 16th, Newton High School students from the  Pass It Along Club treated our 
preschoolers to a special rendition of “The Gingerbread Boy”.  The student leaders were:  Brendon Read, 
Bridget Fajvan, Olivia Miller, Angela Cunningham, Emily Mendez, Kaitlin Dix, Kyla Aviles, and Victoria 
Schmalstich 

● Coming soon:  Peer Mentor/#Tags visits to HMS. 
Halsted 

● The Guidance Department met with representatives from the Center for Prevention and Counseling to 
plan the roll out of two new groups which will be running at HMS.   

○ Peer Rx  is a standards-based, cross-curricular teaching resource. The lessons lead students 
through an inquiry-based, technology inspire project enabling an opportunity to apply the key 
concepts learned about the misuse, abuse and proper use of prescription drugs. (5 week 
program, once a week) 
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○ Boy’s Council  is a group for boys that focus on strengthening each boy individually and as a 
group in a safe, healthy, and positive manner. The goals of the group are to examine messages 
that are sent to males in today's society, allow different options for self-expression and team 
experiences, and aide in building their own unique skill set. The boys will be engaged through 
thoughtful discussion and interactive activities as they touch upon such topics as competition, 
bullying, diversity, feelings, role models, violence, relationships, and decision making. (10 
sessions) 

● Halsted recognized Aubrey Carroll as the 2017-2018 recipient of the HMS Caring Award.  Aubrey will be 
publicly recognized at a breakfast on March 22nd at Sussex County Community College. 

Merriam 
● February 23rd, the Girl Scouts concluded a 6-week STEAM series for twenty of our girls.  
● The week of February 26th, MAS celebrated Love of Reading Week.  Dr. Greene helped kick off this event 

by reading a proclamation to the entire school.  The week included:  Dr. Seuss inspired morning 
announcements, dress-up days, and a reading challenge. 

● February 28th, Pass-It-Alongs’ Scholar Athletes treated the entire school to olympic-themed physical 
activities.  In addition, they assisted the students with a service learning project, painting bowls for the 
Empty Bowl Project. 

● February 28th, the Family Learning Academy hosted a “Family Fitness Night”.  Mr. Down and Mr. Zymet 
provided all participants with fresh ideas for family exercise and how to include the movements in daily 
moments.   

 
Special Services - Jennifer Pasquali 

● Total CST students 
○ PSD:    32 
○ MAS:   75 
○ HMS:   68 
○ NHS:  105 

● Students currently being evaluated  
○ PSD:    6 
○ MAS:   3 
○ HMS:   0 
○ NHS:   0 

Special education students moved into or out of the district: 
○ MAS:   2 In, 1 Out 
○ HMS:   0 In, 2 Out  
○ NHS:    1 In, 0 Out   

● Homeless: There are a total of 24 homeless students; 8 of the homeless students are Newton residents. 
23 are attending school in Newton, and 1 is attending Sussex County Technical School. 

● Preschool:  Mrs. Ciulla and Mrs. Colacicco  used the Green Eggs and Ham book for a  cooking project for 
Read Across America Week (Green Eggs & Ham). Mrs. Bastek’s class learned to identify the letter Dd 
and students read the book If You Give a Dog a Donut by Laura Numeroff. The dramatic play area was 
transformed into a Donut Shop! The students  took turns playing "customer" and "donut shop worker". 
The children practiced language and social skills while deeply engrossed in play. (Donut Shop). Students 
also enjoyed a Reader's Theater performance from High School students on Feb. 16th. . The high school 
students performed The Gingerbread Boy in each classroom, using simple props and costumes. 
(Reader's Theater) 

● MAS Social Skills Group K-2: This past month students  worked on problem solving skills, how big is my 
problem and who do I need to solve the problem. Students are working together on the skills and 
activities. First and second graders earned group star points for a pizza party. Parents are kept up to 
date on student progress through ClassDojo  group page so they know our monthly topics and how their 
student is doing, which has helped generalizing skills across school and home. 
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● MAS BD: Students completed poster projects. Students chose a topic of their choice ranging from a 
particular country to a specific breed of dog.  Students researched their topics and gathered information 
using the internet. They then created posters,  using pictures and writing important and interesting facts 
about their topics. Projects were then presented to the class by each student. (Poster presentation) 
(Posters) 

● MAS LLD:  Mr. Porter’s class has been learning about the continents and oceans and are beginning 
research projects.  

● MAS Best Buds Club: MAS Best Buds: In January,  the first group of Best Buds concluded with a special 
trip to  Skylands Ice World where we played Broom Ball.  All the students had fun participating and 
cheering each other on.  It was a great way to conclude the first session of this club.  In February, four 
new Buds were selected.  The new group started with an ice breaker game to meet one another. The 
students had fun learning about each other and finding common interests between one another. (Broom 
Ball) 

● HMS Speech Therapy/Occupational Therapy Wednesday Lunch Group: During the month of February, 
students continued to utilize a job board to identify their daily job (i.e. cook, setting the table, taking drink 
orders, etc).  Student have been working on  following directions to complete their jobs as independently 
as possible. This month, students had a menu that included a different pizza each week.  The students 
made a heart pizza for Valentine's Day, English muffin pizzas and bagel pizzas.  The students enjoyed 
making and eating the pizza! (Heart Pizza) In March, we will be going out into the community to enjoy 
pizza at Villa Capri. A trip to Shoprite to purchase groceries for the next two months in also planned. 
The students are working hard on creating the shopping list for our next trip. 

● DLM: Alternate Proficiency Assessment (APA) ELA, Math, and Science.  Eleven students will be 
participating in DLM this year.    Spring test window is 4-4-18 through 6-1-18. 

● PARCC:  Preparations ongoing. 
● ACCESS 2.0:  Testing is underway. Spring test window closes 4-13-18.  

 
Assessment & Professional Development - Kenney Lutz 
Professional Development  

● A new approach towards professional development is being investigated and hopefully will produce a 
different outlook moving forward towards next year.  A meeting has been scheduled for March 14th with 
the building principals in hopes to see what each building needs and how to best utilize our own staff in 
an effort to streamline our common training time together as a district.   

Assessment 
● The district’s PARCC Testing Committee has established all testing dates for the three schools and has 

posted the dates on the individual school’s websites. 
● All testing coordinators attended the State mandated training sessions last week.  We, as a group, are in 

the final stages of completing all necessary steps to have the testing ready to launch for the assigned 
dates.  We have a timeline and are meeting all checkpoints with no issues to report at this time.   

● The new Science Assessment was also discussed at the training sessions that we all attended.  It is very 
similar in format to the current version of PARCC.  We were updated on all of the new information that 
was available for the test and feel that we are in excellent shape to take part in the testing process later 
on in the Spring. 

 
Information Services - Mary Decker 

● PARCC/NJSLA:   The district testing committee has been meeting on a regular basis to ready staff for the 
testing beginning in mid-April   The state held a combined PARCC/Science training on February 28 and 
March 1, which members of the committee attended.   All staff involved in the testing will receive some 
form of training.   

● This year the ACCESS/WIDA/ELL testing is online again.   Testing has begun and the issues that occurred 
last year have been remedied.  Testing will be completed by the end of March in all three schools.   

● Training for the upcoming DLM testing has begun and all data has been uploaded to the site. 
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● Megan O’Mara has been meeting with select staff at all schools to coach staff in implementing blending 
learning in their classroom. 

● Campus Suite, our website host, has moved to a new site platform to allow for a more interactive 
accessible  experience.   

● District paper consumption has been reduced by 10% from 2017 to 2018 as we continue to find ways to 
reduce paper usage. 

● High School registration for 2018-19 is completely online.   Kindergarten registration will follow in May 
● New phone & internet providers are being investigated in preparation for their respective contract 

renewals. 
● Several teachers applied to receive the 7000 series smartboard donated by Keyboard Consultants.  The 

submissions were all excellent and very unique.  The highest scoring submission was awarded to Nik 
Lasso of Merriam.   

 
Athletics - Ryan Hashway 

● Wyatt McCarthy was Region I champion at 145 pounds and named the region’s Most Outstanding 
Wrestler.  He also went on to place 7th at the NJSIAA state championship. 

● Ice Hockey won their first state game in the team’s history. 
● Kayleigh Furth won the 400 meter indoor track Group I state championship. 
● Noah Sharpe won the 400 meter indoor track Group I state championship. 
● Jon Borgognoni and Wyatt McCarthy both won District I wrestling titles. 
● The Girls Swim Team’s relay recently competed in the Meet of Champions. 
● Pass It Along Scholar-Athlete banquet planned for March 8 is postponed due to the impending storm. 

Kayleigh Furth will represent NHS. 
● Luke Young will represent NHS at the Greater Morris County Football Coaches Banquet as our 

scholar-athlete. 
● Head coaches have taken the beginning steps to manage a webpage for their respective programs. 
● Winter sports:  

o Swimming – Girls 6-5-1; Boys 8-2 
o Ice Hockey – 20-7 (most wins in school history) 
o Bowling –  0-7 
o Girls basketball – 16-9 
o Boys basketball – 22-4 
o Wrestling – 16-6 

 
Curriculum - Angela Dunbar 
Goal: Develop curriculum and provide professional development that strengthens student-centered learning to 
increase student achievement.  

● Will meet with HMS Curriculum Leadership Team (CLT) on March 13th to discuss the changes to Atlas 
and to coordinate possible dates for Phase II work completion.   

● Met with NHS Principal to discuss new courses (which were submitted for board approval) and the 
necessary revisions to specific courses 

● Due to budget constraints, the completion of Phase II is on hold in various grades and content areas. 
● Met with NHS Guidance Coordinator to revise the course names in Atlas to match the revised course 

catalog. We will meet again during the month of March to complete the process. 
● Trained the HMS Instructional Coach on how to revise courses and analyze New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards reports in Atlas. 
● Trained the MAS Instructional Coach on the changes in Atlas. The MAS CLT will review courses and make 

any necessary revisions. 
 
Facilities - Joe Van Kirk 

● Gas and electric for the generators at Merriam and Halsted are installedand  awaiting inspections from 
town. The High School is scheduled for the week of spring break. 
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● We are working with EI Associates on getting quotes on facility projects for the 2018/2019 budget. 
● I will be attending the 2018 NJSBG Expo and taking classes on new technology and  maintenance on 

school facilities. 
 
 
Building Coordinators Reports 
Newton High School 
English - Karen Seely-Nelson 
Student Accomplishments  

● Gabrielle Zukowski was chosen to mat the creative writing submissions for display at the Teen Arts 
Festival. Her creative writing will also be displayed. 

Professional Development  
● Teachers continue to meet to discuss common assessments and other topics related to teaching such as 

best practices. 
● Kristen Hauser is working with a Merriam student as part of her hands-on experience for one of her 

graduate courses to become a Reading Specialist. 
Other News 

● College Prep and Advanced College Prep sophomores in Karen Seely-Nelson’s classes researched 
counseling services available in our area as part of the final assessment for The Scarlet Letter; this 
allowed the students to learn that there are many resources for various mental, emotional, and physical 
problems. 

● Diana Guerriero worked individually with the students who are submitting their creative writing to the Teen 
Arts Festival. 

Guidance - Karen Mazur  
Student Accomplishments: 

● Congratulations to senior Richard Reczka who was selected as the winner of the Superintendent’s 
Roundtable Award for excellence in community service, academics, athletics and student leadership. 

● Congratulations to senior Samuel Brothman who recently earned his Eagle Scout Award. 
● Recent college acceptances include Florida Institute of Technology, Iona College, NJIT, Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute, University of Hawaii, Purdue University, and University of Connecticut. 
● Austen Intoccia and Michael Rizzo were both selected as finalists for this summer's New Jersey Scholars 

Program, Mind and Body: The Future of Being Human and have been invited to The Lawrenceville School 
campus on March 23rd where they will go through an interview process and tour of the school by a past 
NJ Scholar.  Final selections will be made at a later date in April. 

● Taylor Goldschmidt, Mike Rizzo and Maddie Leonardo were selected to participate in the Celebrate 
Without Alcohol campaign sponsored by CFPC. 

Staff Accomplishments:  
● The counselors visited Green Hills and Long Pond Schools this month in order to register all 8th graders 

for their freshman year courses. Counselors meet individually with each student and family and review all 
course recommendations, possible elective choices, and general information pertaining to freshman year.  

Professional Development: 
● Karen Mazur attended the Directors of Guidance meeting at Sussex County Community College on 

February 16th. 
● The counseling staff is participating in 20 hours of online Naviance training, focusing on the areas in 

Naviance that we do not use frequently. These two-hour sessions are being held twice each month. 
● Lisa Casamassina did an online webinar on Tourettes Syndrome. 

Other News: 
● The counselors, with assistance from business teacher Shannon McCarney, administered the ASVAB to 

35 students on February 22. 
● On February 23, Karen Mazur mailed 320 letters, cards, poems, and pictures to the students at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. This project was organized by a Social Studies 
teacher at Stoneman Douglas, in preparation for their students’ return to classes on February 28. Through 
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the support of Karen Seely-Nelson and all English teachers, students were given the opportunity to write 
these letters during their English classes. 

● Due to inclement weather and power losses throughout our sending districts, the 2018-2019 Scheduling 
Portal end date was postponed to March 12th. 

Health & Physical Education - Ana Maniago 
Student Accomplishments 

● Juniors and Seniors were honored for participating in the #NotEvenOnce program.  The officers 
presented the students with t-shirts and water bottles. 

Other 
● We had Project Self-Sufficiency come in to speak to the females in our health classes about breast 

cancer awareness. 
● We assisted with the Climate Team Survey during our schedule day. 
● Peer leaders collected donations for the March of Dimes event that they are participating in.    

Mathematics - Leesha Torppey 
Professional Development 

● Algebra 2 teachers continue to revise the Algebra 2 scope and sequence. 
● Generation Ready Work: The department continues to work on formative assessment strategies.  
● The department is in the process of revising grading policy for the 2018-2019 school year in an 

effort to reflect updated practices in education. The revised policy will be presented to Mr. 
Waldron and the Board of Education.  

● All Algebra, Geometry, and Calculus classes continue to prepare students for testing (PARCC, 
SAT, AP) 

Science - Jake Mull 
Professional development 

● Small PLC meetings were held to collaborate on the forensic science, physics, biology, chemistry, and 
environmental science curriculum. 

Social Studies / Visual & Performing Arts - Brendan Scullin 
Student accomplishments 

● Three of Mrs. Krol’s art students, Hayden Ciaco, Derek Ravshanov and Gabrielle Zukowski, have entered 
drawings for the Mock Trial Courtroom Artist Competition at Rutgers University. 

● Andrew Jones auditioned and has been accepted to the music departments of William Paterson 
University and Fredonia College.  Andrew has auditions coming up for Rutgers University, Mansfield 
University and Rowan University.  Sarah O'Brien has auditioned and been accepted to the music 
department of Lebanon Valley College.  Sarah has auditions coming up for UMASS Amherst, University of 
Rhode Island and Kutztown University. 

● Sydney Reynolds attended a Town Council meeting to express her concerns regarding recent posts by 
Newton’s mayor.  She authored a well-thought-out address and delivered it during the meeting.  She was 
quoted by multiple news sources. 

Staff accomplishments 
● Mr. Filan has been enjoying working with his student teacher and witnessing how he's improving and 

starting to embrace the idea of student centered learning. 
● Mr. O'Toole was nominated and chosen to be Visions Federal Credit Union and Max 106.3's teacher of the 

month for February. 
Other News 

● O’Toole - rehearsals are well under way for our student musicians that are members of this year’s pit for 
the musical Tommy coming up in March.   

● Moretz - Western Civilization II Honors students began the course with lessons and primary sources 
related to Absolutism. They then began to utilize the library and received instruction from Mrs. Marmara 
on databases that can be used and on APA format differences from MLA.  Students are completing 
research for a critical analysis paper on a study done on the Salem Witch Trials. Students completed 
primary source questions and lessons on the Scientific Revolution.  

World Languages - Ana Maniago 
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Student Accomplishments 
● Mrs. Gray-Revoredo’s Spanish 1 students and Mrs. Leone’s French students are learning to use Lingt.com 

to respond to spoken language prompts (teacher questions) with spoken answers (student responses). It 
also enables a World Language teacher to use technology to meet the Interpersonal component of ACTFL 
requirements.  

● German 1 students will be designing multimedia-rich weather charts and compare weather in their 
hometown and a town in a German-speaking country as well as give an introduction to that town. 

● Mr. Rueda’s classes have been working on oral assignments, performing guided conversations. Spanish 2 
students have been working on schedules and routines at home, stating what is their schedule and the 
responsibilities they have at home.  

● Spanish 4 students shared their first draft on the newspaper students are writing; most students have 
gathered and edited their first six articles and started working on the final draft of the newspaper. 

● Mrs. Maniago’s Spanish 3 class is reading their classmates’ futures using the future tense we learned.  
Staff Accomplishments 

● Mr. Rueda finished and submitted his Final Thesis to the Universidad de Salamanca, Spain. And now he is 
waiting for final evaluation and graduation!   

Professional Development 
● Ms. Hannig-Eisenberger will be attending a film screening from 1945 at the College of Saint Elizabeth, 

New Jersey Jewish Film Festival on March 19th.  
Career & Technical Education - Dave Pede 
Student Accomplishments  

● Agriculture students celebrated National FFA week in mid February and highlighted it with our annual 
staff appreciation luncheon. The luncheon was well attended and the staff members were excited to be 
selected by the senior officers as having a positive influence in their lives. We also selected two staff 
members as Honorary Chapter Degree recipients. 

● Students from Miss Allen’s floral design class placed 2nd as a team in the NJ State FFA Floral Design 
competition. Team members were: Cassidy Viersma, Liz Saks, Kelsey Pittenger, Skyler Conklin. 

● Agriculture students are preparing for winter career development events in Forestry, Meats Evaluation, 
and Farm Business Management which will be held March 21st.  

● FFA members are preparing for the annual 2nd grader Ag Awareness event to be held on May 1-2. 
● Two of our students just achieved two amazing things at last week's FBLA New Jersey State Leadership. 

Conference and Competition: 
○ Brooke Freund earned and completed an intense internship program with a company called 

Cybis.  Cybis does all the audio and video production for the conference. During this internship, 
Brooke worked on video production, audio production, acoustics, presentation displays, and the 
award ceremony.  What makes this so special is that Brooke is very interested in pursuing this as 
a career and we were able to match up a very unique opportunity through the FBLA with a large 
company. 

○ It is with extra pride that we inform you that another student, Danny Flores, came in 1st place in 
the entire state of New Jersey in the Introduction to Business competition at the FBLA NJ State 
Competition.  He came in 1st place out of more than 500 participants! He has now qualified to 
compete in the FBLA National Competition in Baltimore at the end of June!   

Other News 
● The Boys Ski Race team placed 6th in the state overall at the NJISRA state championship. Giovanni 

Bevacqua placed 2nd in the state at the Race of Champions in Giant Slalom (GS). 
● Giovanni was also named to the NJISRA all state 1st team. 
● Giovanni represented New Jersey and Newton at the Eastern Regional Alpine High School Championships 

held at Cannon Mountain, NH during March 9-11, 2018. 
 
Merriam Avenue School 
Steve Down, Deirdre Iuliani, Rose Lange, Nik Lasso, Linda Salerno 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
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research based character education and social/emotional interventions within the RtI framework 
● First graders participate in “A Tournament of Books”, a spin off of March Madness 

○ First grade teachers selected 16 stories, some new and  some previously shared, to be read to 
each class 

■ Each pair of books “battle” each other and then the classes vote on which book “made 
their hearts the happiest”. 

■ Children are excited about this new adventure! They not only look forward to sharing a 
book that they’ve previously read but enjoy making new discoveries, too!  

■ The “Tournament of Books” bracket is on display on two bulletin board in the first grade 
hallway 

● Cosmic Yoga for first and second grade participants 
○ Students start their day enjoying the calming environment amid yoga practices 

● Respect, responsibility and “doing the right thing” combine to form the basis of the Second Grade concert   
○ The concert theme reinforces Merriam’s character education initiatives, highlighting important 

values 
● Phys Ed classes implement building and designing into fitness games to help the students think about 

design concepts and problem solving   
● Second and fourth grade health classes worked with guidance department to improve social and 

emotional strategies 
Close academic achievement gaps through implementing RtI practices and promote inclusionary educational 
practices for all students school-wide 

● Technology activities include math and spelling  
○ First grade technology activities have been focused on either math concepts or spelling concepts 

in order to enhance number recognition,  basic addition and subtraction concepts, and improve 
literacy, letter sound recognition  

● Story Pirates opens the door to creative writing and drama 
○ All students participated in an energizing assembly that featured professional actors performing 

a host of skits written by Merriam students 
○ The actors brought the creative process to life for students in this unique and personalized 

experience 
● Individualized learning with STEM 

○ With the winning of a class set of Hess Trucks, students are exploring the many facets of simple 
machines 

○ Students of all experience and developmental levels enjoy access to cutting edge curriculum 
developed by engineers and educator scientists 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student 
learning 

●  Girl Scouts bring new learning to students 
○ Girl Scouts concluded a 6-week STEAM series for twenty girls 
○ The girls worked together to innovate and create 

● Fourth grade students integrate technology to build math fluency and accuracy  
○ xtramath.org is used by students use to improve their individual growth goals around math facts  

● Teachers at Merriam Avenue continue to research new ways to incorporate individualized learning in the 
classroom 

○ Current focus area centers around math instruction and ways to incorporate gamification and 
metacognition 

● First grade technology students are learning to format google documents 
○ Students are beginning to manipulate documents and texts within a document 

■ Changing size, fonts, design and color in their text are all skills students are developing 
Increase family and community involvement in school program 

● Coordination of financial literacy series of workshops in progress 
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○ Lakeland Bank in Newton will be working with students to increase awareness of all things 
financial 

○ Study will include the economy in reference to supply and demand and their influence on relative 
value 

● Merriam welcomes Pass-It-Alongs’ Scholar Athletes 
○ The athletes treated the entire school to olympic-themed physical activities 
○  The scholars also worked with students on a service learning project 

■ Students painted bowls for the “Empty Bowl Project”, a community service opportunity to 
benefit families in food insecure homes 

● Pi Day celebrated at Merriam with a “Pi” in the face event to celebrate a love of math 
○ Merriam’s PTO added an  incentive to make Pi Day even more exciting this year 

■ Teachers have been challenged to  recite digits of Pi from memory  
■ The winning teacher wins a pizza party for their class! 

● Love of Reading Week concluded with outstanding family participation at each grade level “Lunch and 
Learn” 

○ Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles joined their child to read a special book of their own 
choice and to enjoy lunch together during this now favorite tradition at Merriam 

● Second grade students learn all about the maple sugaring process at Meesing Outdoor Environmental 
Center 

○ Students learned about the process and history of making maple syrup first-hand  
○ Students enjoyed the hands-on instruction on tapping a tree 

● Merriam hosts the Mobile Dentist courtesy of Zufall 
○ Once again, families from Merriam have an opportunity to use the services provided by the 

mobile dentist 
■ Children have a complete examination including a cleaning and x-rays 
■ Services are mostly free of charge to qualifying families 

● Students in third grade are participating in a community service project  
○ Students are accepting donations for the Ronald McDonald house 

■ A third grade student is spearheading the operation, collecting new stuff animals to 
donate to the foundation with the help of teachers and her family 

● PE staff is collecting donations for “Jump Rope for Heart” 
○ This is a schoolwide event that raises money for children with heart conditions while raising 

awareness for personal heart health  
● PE Staff facilitated a Family Learning Academy activity night for parents to exercise with their family   

○ Teachers gave parents resources on ways to help stay active as spring approaches, including 
ideas in our own community   

● Fourth grade health has begun their nutrition unit in which students will soon start to track their own diet 
● Subaru World of Newton donated new books to Merriam’s School Library in a coordinated effort to 

develop literacy initiatives in the community 
 
Halsted Middle School 
Sue Desautels, Eileen Fisher, Joanne Nieman, Jean Perrier 
Goal #1:   Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math classes. 
Goal #2:   Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade English Language Arts.  
Goal #3:   Implement researched based behavioral/social emotional multi-tiered interventions to improve climate 
and  

  culture and increase student achievement. 
Student Achievement:  

Students of the Month:  
5th Grade: Abby Hoffman 
6th Grade:  Joseph Catalano   
7th Grade: Natasha Briones 
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8th Grade: Mohammad Bilal Amir 
Student Programming:  

● The eighth grade ELA teachers --Mr. Bolen, Ms. Ochs, Ms. Perrier, Mrs. Nieman, and Mrs. Pepe-- joined 
forces with Science Teacher Mrs. Geaney in an interdisciplinary project titled Riding the Rock Cycle. 
Students received mini-lessons on narrative techniques and elements in ELA and the four stages of the 
rock cycle in science. At that juncture, students then planned a diary or story that was approved from both 
a scientific and literary standpoint. Students then constructed children's books where they merged their 
understanding of geology and narration. Finally, the books or journals were scored on the same rubric, 
with two sections completed by Mrs. Geaney for a total of 55 points, and one section completed by the 
student's language arts teacher for the remaining 45 points of the integrative project. The students will 
participate in a culminating gallery walk to determine “best in show” and “most creative” once all projects 
are assessed.  

● Girls on the Run in starting this week for the 7th and 8th grade girls! We have twelve girls on the roster for 
the season, which was first come, first serve. We are excited to get started, once all of this crazy weather 
subsides! The beginning of the season starts with activities and lessons to build team rapport and 
establish our culture. Each day, we will also have a running challenge, whether it focuses on running for 
distance and keeping a solid pace or working on interval training. Each practice is designed to mentally 
and physically prepare the girls for the 5K, which they'll run in ten weeks! We're so excited for another 
great season as we received a donation from ThorLabs to sponsor the 12 girls.  

● Once again, Mrs. Del Vecchio is the chair for the Sussex County Youth Art Month exhibition that is held in 
March.  Teachers from around the county submitted student work this month to be displayed at the 
Sussex County Arts and Heritage Council Gallery form March 13-23, 2018.  Six artworks were selected to 
represent Sussex County at the AENJ State Exhibition from March 3-9 at the State House in Trenton.  Of 
these six, our own Halsted student, Krystina Touw was selected to display her artwork at this 
exhibition.Aubrey Carroll and Maddie Chymiy will also have artwork displayed at the Sussex County 
exhibition; The reception will be held on March 16 from 6-8 p.m. Congratulations Krystina, Aubrey, and 
Maddie! 

● In a fundraising effort, Student Council has opened a school store during lunches!  We are selling Halsted 
t-shirts, Smencils, and Book Sox.  Funds will be used to support upcoming Student Council trips and 
activities.  
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