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Principals’ Reports 
Newton High School - Jeff Waldron 
Support the use of technology in the educational process  

● Please follow the link to a Virtual Museum created by the students in one of our US History II CP classes. 
The virtual museum project is the result of Joanne Moretz’s creativity as a teacher and Betsy Van Orden’s 
support as a technology coach.  Joanne asked Betsy for assistance engineering an electronically based 
student centered learning project centered on life in the 1950’s - the virtual museum is what they came up 
with.  

● As one of her final duties in the role of technology coach (long term leave replacement), Betsy Van Orden 
organized the NHS 1:1 committee with the purpose of planning our implementation in 2016.  The original 
group made up of Mary Decker, Wendy Whipple, Betsy and me met to discuss a basic plan of action for 1:1 
implementation.  With a basic direction in place, we have expanded our group to include teachers who will 
offer critical insights into the implementation process.  

Maximize teacher effectiveness by supporting professional growth through reflection 
● Certificated staff has received guidance on the completion of APR’s and PDP’s.  This is the final step in 

unifying evaluations, annual performance reviews and professional development plans.  From this point 
forward, our process cycles in a continuous loop focused on professional growth.  The evidence gathered 
during evaluations will be used to inform the APR and the information from the APR will be used to create 
the PDP for the 2016-17 school year.  Certificated staff will meet with administrators throughout 2016-17 to 
review progress toward achieving their PDP goals.  

 
Other School News 

● Please follow the link to view how our students are using the resources provided through the NHS media 
center Library Usage.  Noteworthy items this month include:  

○ It is important to note that we were closed parts of nine days, and also loaned 19 library 
chromebooks during those nine days. That being said, we had an almost 100% increase in materials 
loaned (looks like my suggestion that students get a book to read at the conclusion of daily testing 
was heeded), and numbers were up in the following areas: students after school, interlibrary loan 
requests, and blog views.  Most importantly, It was the third straight month of over 19,900 
databases searches per month!  

● Please refer to the Library Usage Key for data interpretation.  Also, please feel free to reach out to Wendy 
Whipple if you have any questions regarding the library or the data provided.  

 

Merriam Avenue School - Kevin Stanton 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 

 
Monthly Reports - May 2016 Page 1 of 12 
 

http://www.newtonnj.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Fd4NQbT7iUFmgicE2-S0LeoCEr3uLRRdoet4k1LAok0/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wndwUxIrMzoMf3kx48X-91PUr8o6xmGR3Rmc9W6KBAo/edit?ts=572768c3#gid=1684689997
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-O3mhOjyJfTxE8T56XmLX2JKByr7k1VEegLxl079ukQ/edit


research based character education and social / emotional programs within the RtI framework. 
● The Second Step curriculum is wrapping up in our grade level classrooms. 
● School Climate Committee will be meeting to discuss and revise the school climate survey for distribution. 

The survey will be distributed at the end of May. 
Close achievement gaps through implementing RtI practices school-wide. 

● The focus of this month’s grade level meetings is on appropriate student placement. 
● PARCC testing, including all make-ups, will finish by May 13. 
● Fourth grade teachers will be attending a conference at Rutgers on writing in the primary grades. 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student learning. 
● Our fourth “Ignite” session – an entirely teacher directed professional development program - focused on 

appropriate supports for students with behavioral problems. 
● Three additional chromebook carts have now been integrated into third grade classrooms.  Third grade is 

one one-to-one with chromebooks. 
Increase family and community involvement in school programs. 

● The next “Coffee with the Principal” is scheduled for May. 
● The first grade concert will be Thursday, May 12. 
● Field Day will be May 27. 

 
Halsted Middle School - Kristi Greene 
Increase student achievement by providing staff professional development and research based interventions for 
economically disadvantaged students.  

● Poverty Committee met on April 22nd. 
● Poverty Committee will tour Project Self Sufficiency and gather additional information regarding sharing 

services on May 24th.  
Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade Math classes by incorporating student centered learning activities into 
Basic Skills Instruction, general education and special education math classes.  

● Content area teachers meet to discuss the following: 
○ Future use of Sumdog in all grade levels 
○ Investigate use of IXL 
○ Summer assignments 
○ Summer Math Enrichment 

Increase student achievement in 5th - 8th grade English Language Arts classes by incorporating reading strategies 
across content areas. 

● Content area teachers meet to discuss 
○ Summer assignment - One Book, One School, One Community 

Increase family engagement in school related activities. 
● The 7th Grade parents met to discuss future fundraising for the 8th grade class of 2017 on April 12th at 

7pm. 
● Halsted Parent Meeting occurred on April 20th - They will donate large prizes for our end of the year STARS 

assembly.  The 8th grade discussed plans for the promotion dance.  
Other School News: 

● On April 21st, National Junior Honor Society inducted six new members: Elissar Abou-Jaoude, Katelyn 
McDade, Gemma Meade, Luca Morello, Ryan Penny, Morgyn Witt. 

● Katelyn McDade, Elissar Abou-Jaoude, and Sabrina Sharafi received an award from the county wide Alcohol 
Awareness Contest at the Newton Municipal building.  Awards were presented by Newton Police Chief Mike 
Richards and Senator Oroho.  Elissar also had a public service announcement on WSUS! 

● Our School Climate Team conducted a staff survey which showed contradictory results. We have consulted 
Columbia University’s Dr. Brian Perkins to conduct a parent, student and staff survey to better assess our 
school climate. The results will be shared on May 24 and the School Climate Team and Building 
Coordinators will meet with Dr. Perkins to create an action plan.  

 
Directors’ Reports 
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Athletics - Ryan Hashway 
● Baseball advanced to the HWS championship game scheduled for May 14. 
● Tyler Wilson won the Hunterdon-Warren-Sussex Tournament for golf. 
● End of year sports award process is ongoing. 
● Peer Leaders went to training at Fairview Lake. 
● Football meet and greet for the student-athletes was held earlier this month. 
● NHS is hosting the HWS boys and girls lacrosse championship. 
● Student volunteers from various clubs and athletic teams will be helping as student leaders at the upcoming Halsted 

Games. 
● 2016-2017 cocurricular and fall coaching appointments are scheduled for the second BOE meeting in May. 
● The 2015-2016 coaching staff continues to work to attain the necessary certifications and professional 

development. 
● Spring Sports:  

o Baseball 12-2 
o Softball 7-9 
o Lacrosse 6-10 
o Tennis 3-10 
o Golf 8-2 

 
Professional Development & Grants Management - Kenney Lutz 
Grants Management 

● We are waiting for the notification regarding the allocation of NCLB funds.  The release date has been 
announced to be the middle to the latter part of May. 

Professional Development 
● The plans for an in-service day related to technology are coming together for our first staff day back next 

school year.   The schedule will include a keynote speaker for the entire group from Common Sense Media. 
There will also be a representative from Educational Impact present to explain all of the benefits that we 
have at our fingertips with their company.  Breakout sessions that pertain to individual teacher’s needs will 
follow the group presentation.  

● The professional development hours log for the 2015 - 2016 school year continues to be added to and 
updated daily by staff who are attending workshops.  The final count of hours will be completed by the end 
of May. 

 
Special Services - Jennifer Pasquali 

● Total CST students : 
○ PSD: 32 (includes 4 Green students) 
○ MAS: 77 
○ HMS: 60 
○ NHS: 122 

● Students currently being evaluated:  
○ PSD: 8 
○ MAS: 2 
○ HMS: 0 
○ NHS: 0 

● Referrals Received: 56 (since July 1, 2015) 
● Special education students moved into or out of the district: 

○ MAS: 2 In, 0 Out 
○ HMS: 0 In, 0 Out 
○ NHS: 0 In, 2 Out  

● Homeless:   There are three Guatemalan Refugees living with sponsors in Newton; a 9th grade Newton 
student living in Wantage; an 8th grade student from Newark living with relatives; 4 Newton students (5th, 
9th, 9th, 10th) living with a friend in Newton; and 3 Newton students (2nd, 3rd, 9th) living in the Combin 
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Ridge Hotel in Branchville; a 10th grade student from Georgia living in the shelter; a 12th grade Newton 
student living with a friend in Newton,  and 2 students from Pompton Plains, NJ living with a friend in 
Newton. 

● Preschool:  Spring is underway and the preschool classes are learning about insects and animals.  They are 
making caterpillars that will turn into butterflies.  

● Halsted LLD: Students took a trip to the post office to mail thank-you letters to community businesses that 
provided wonderful community based instruction opportunities.  Businesses included Applebee's, Homer’s, 
Sparta Lanes, and Friendly’s. The Lunch Bunch group is going to the Chatterbox on May 18th.  

● NHS MD Program: Two transition days are planned for 8th grade students from all sending districts to come 
visit the High School MD program on April 28th and May 19th. The first transition day was a great success 
and students got to meet their future high school peers and learn about the school.  Students went on a 
scavenger hunt to learn about important locations in the building.  A county bowling trip is planned for May 
11th and students will have the opportunity to socialize with students from life skills programs at other high 
schools, including Kittatinny, High Point, and Hopatcong while learning recreational skills.  

● Alternate Proficiency Assessment and Dynamic Learning Map.  APA is completed. Dynamic Learning Map 
test window ends on May 13th and all district testing has been completed  

 
Information Services - Mary Decker 

● PARCC:   Testing will be finished the week of May 9th.  Our technology was used extensively with only a few 
issues of chromebooks freezing mostly attributed to PARCC’s side. 

● The PARCC alternative, DLM, was administered online to identified students. 
● We will be using the new student registration for a paperless Kindergarten registration on May 17th and 

18th.   Parents may fill in the information online before they come to register in the district.  This should aid 
in reducing time spent by office staff on the process.  

● We are starting to develop a process for a 1:1 chromebook rollout for 2016-17 freshmen.  Policies are being 
developed, chromebooks ordered, and planning done for a rollout event. 

● Social Media Committee:  The committee will continue to meet to broaden our usage of social media and 
teaching digital citizenship.  Digital citizenship will have a strong emphasis in the 2016-17 school year 
starting with a keynote speaker for staff on September 1st. Common Sense Media has a free K-12 
curriculum that will be integrated at all grade levels. 

● Newton High School and Halsted Middle School hosted Google events.  Staff from Northern New Jersey 
attended the session.  The High School hosted a Google Apps class while Halsted hosted Google 
Administration training.  Positive feedback was received from both events and a chance to network with 
other staff from the area proved to be very valuable. 

● The final submission for direct certification for the 2015-16 year has been completed. 
● Carolyn McKnight, Mary Decker and Kristi Greene had the opportunity to tour Google headquarters in NYC. 

The event, sponsored by the NJ Technology Council, also included a talk on future Google school initiatives, 
security practices, and networking opportunities with other NJ school districts. 

● A representative from PowerSchool spent two days in district.   The first day was to answer any questions 
regarding issues staff may be having.  The second day was geared toward scheduling and was very 
successfully in helping to generate the most efficient schedule to accommodate our students and staff.  

 
Curriculum & Assessment - Angela Dunbar 
Curriculum 

● Rubicon Atlas training will occur on May 18. The Curriculum Leadership Team (CLT) will receive software 
training from Rubicon Atlas then turnkey the training to teachers who will write curriculum between April and 
August 2016. 

● Teachers in grades 5-12 will continue to work on the science curriculum through June. 
Assessment 

● PARCC testing ended on May 13. 
● New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge testing in science for grade four and eight will occur on 

May 25. 
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● The New Jersey Biology Competency Test for high school students enrolled in Biology will occur on May 
25-26.  

● The Halsted PARCC dry run and infrastructure trials on April 22 and April 29 were successful. 
● The  PARCC Committee debriefing meeting has been rescheduled to May 27.  
● NHS test refusal data: 

○ ELA 
■ ELA 09 - 4/177 refused, approx. 2.3% 
■ ELA 10 - 6/208 refused, approx. 2.9% 
■ ELA 11 - 32/181 refused, approx. 17.7% 
■ Total ELA Refusals 42/566, approx. 7.4% 

○ Math 
■ ALG 1 - 2/145 refused, approx. 1.4% 
■ GEOM - 7/190 refused, approx. 3.7% 
■ ALG 2 - 25/170 refused, approx. 14.7% 
■ Total Math Refusals 34/505, approx. 6.7% 

● Thank you to the PARCC Committee (Linda Salerno, Jennifer Reynolds, Robyn Kurelja, Cheryl Ross, Jennifer 
Pasquali, and Mary Decker), building principals and our technology support team (Patrick Dierling  and Dan 
Yarley) for all of their assistance with PARCC testing.  Their team work, planning, flexibility and cooperation 
is greatly appreciated! 

 
Character Education - Kurt Walton 
Merriam 

● Throughout the months of May/June, students in grades K & 1 will be completing the Second Step 
social-emotional learning program.  All 1st graders completed a portfolio of work that highlights all the skills 
they have learned this year.  Students in grades 2, 3, and 4 will finish the year with a review game.  The game 
will incorporate questions about the five areas covered this year:  Skills for Learning, Empathy, Emotion 
Management, Problem-Solving, and Bullying Prevention. 

● MAS PTO is our biggest supporter of positive school climate.  They treated all our teachers to daily treats, 
gift cards, and a delicious breakfast for Teacher Appreciation Week. 

● On May 18th, the School Climate Team will meet to discuss school climate surveys (to be administered prior 
to the end of this year) and school-wide slogan for next year. 

● On May 20th, Mrs. Iuliani and Ms. Langeveld will be attending the NJASECD Building Character Conference. 
They will be participating in the Character Recognition Ceremony where they will receive honorable mention 
recognition for MAS’ character education efforts. 

● MAS Field Day will be on May 27th. 
High School 

● School Climate Team met on April 28th. The next meeting will take place on May 27th @ 2:40pm. 
● April’s staff of the month recognition went to Robyn Kurelja for all her help and assistance with PARCC 

testing.  Student recognition went to Gift Ingabire for his voluntary assistance with table and chairs during 
guidance scheduling in PE class.  

● On May 3rd, Lisa Bechtel and Lisa Casamassina attended a workshop at the Center for Prevention and 
Counseling, School Support Network, entitled “Framework for Success: Character Education 101” 

● The School Climate Team will be sponsoring a Show Your School Colors Dress Down--School Spirit Day on 
May 19th.  Students are asked to wear something white and staff are asked to wear something maroon.  

● Peer Leaders and Peer Mentors will assist with the Merriam Field Day on May 27th and the Tri District Field 
Day on June 2nd.  

● On June 1st Peer Leaders and Peer Mentors will meet to write out postcards to the incoming freshman 
class.  

● On June 2nd Peer Mentors and Peer Leaders will assist with Senior Awards Night.  
● On June 3rd, #TAGS mentors will be hosting our annual end of the year BBQ at Halsted. 
● On August 24th Peer Leaders and Peer Mentors will assist with Freshmen Orientation. 

Halsted 
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● On May 3rd the guidance staff attended a workshop at the Center for Prevention with the featured presenter 
Dr. William Trusheim, “Framework for Success:  Character Education 101”. 

● In collaboration with Dr. Perkins of Columbia University, the School Climate Team conducted three school 
climate surveys, student, parent, and staff. The Team will meet with Dr. Perkins at the end of the month to 
review the results and create an action plan. 

● The Girls on the Run club will be participating in a 5k Race as part of the Sparta Day Festivities.  
● SOAR will be conducting a fundraiser walk with all proceeds going to Seeing Eye Foundation. 
● Upcoming Events: 

○ May 19th - Band & Chorus Spring concert. 
○ May 20th - Health & Wellness Safety Walk. 
○ May 20th - The Halsted Games. 
○ May 27th - Annual Tri District Field Day at Memory Park. 
○ June 3rd - End of Year BBQ for HMS Mentoring Group and High School #TAGS. 
○ June 6th - Fourth Grade transition visit. 
○ June 9th - 8th Grade Awards Ceremony.  

 
Building Coordinators’ Reports 
Newton High School 
Science - Jake Mull 

Student accomplishments 
● The science league teams finished their competitions and these are the highlights for the year: 

○ Biology I – 2nd place 
○ Biology II – 2nd place 
○ Chemistry 1 –2nd place 
○ Chemistry 2 – 3rd  place 
○ Physics C – 2nd  place 
○ Environmental Science – 1st place 

Staff accomplishments 
● Several small PLC meetings were held to discuss: 

○ Requests for teaching assignments for next year 
○ Room assignments 
○ Topics in forensic science 
○ Chemistry labs 

21st Century Life & Careers / Visual & Performing Arts - David Pede 
Student Accomplishments 
● FFA competed in three Career Development Events; they placed 2nd in Ag Sales, 3rd in Environmental and 

11th in Floriculture. 
● FFA prepared for Food Science CDE and Livestock CDE on May 3rd. 
● FFA participated in Annual 2nd Grader Ag Awareness days May 3rd and May 4th 
Professional Development 
● Dave Pede attended the Perkins Grant workshop 
● Dave Pede was selected as Ski Race Coach of the Year by the NJISRA 

Health and Physical Education - Richard Petersen 
Student accomplishments 
● Students had a presentation on the merits of donating blood and helping to save lives. 123 students signed 

up to donate blood. 
Staff accomplishments 
● Staff members signed up to donate blood, and will help Nurse Jill Aquino run the spring blood drive on June 

3rd. 
English - Karen Seely Nelson 

Professional Development  
● Brenn Feeney is attending the training on Rubicon Atlas curriculum management system.. 
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Other News 
● Calliope will be available for sale at the end of the month. 
● Brenn Feeney and Karen Seely-Nelson have begun working on the curriculum for the AP English Language 

and Composition course. 
● Representatives from the middle schools (Stacy Publik, Karen Bessin, and Jean Perrier) along with Diana 

Guerriero and Karen Seely-Nelson will be scoring the Honors 1 assessments written by qualifying eighth 
graders on May 25th.  

● Brenn Feeney’s senior classes are having a Nigerian feast day to culminate their reading of Things Fall Apart. 
World Languages - Ana Maniago 

Student Accomplishments  
● Mrs. Legon’s French 1 students watched the French documentary “Sur le chemin d’école” (2014) during their 

unit on Education and School. This film follows 4 student groups across the globe who trek between 12-16 
kilometers just to attend school and fulfill their dream of getting an education. 

● Mrs Adam’s and Mr. Rueda’s Spanish 2 classes researched and prepared authentic tapas to share with the 
class on our “Ir de Tapas Experience” day. 

 
● Mrs. Adam’s Spanish 1 classes completed a “Mi Familia” project using Google Classroom and Slides. 

Students had to pretend that they were entering their family into a contest to be on a new reality TV show. 
Students had to describe each person in their family in Spanish and support their statements using pictures, 
video clips, sound and graphics. 

● Mrs. Maniago’s Spanish 3 watched a video about Cinco de Mayo and wrote an article using the two past 
tenses in Spanish integrating the grammar and Mexican culture. 

● Spanish 4 students celebrated the 400th anniversary of the death of the author of Don Quijote (April 23rd). 
Students read the booklet Don Quixote and had different activities such as rewriting parts of the book, 
defining and reading comprehension.  

Staff Accomplishments 
● Mrs. Legon taught the art of découpage to her French 2 class. Each student took home their découpage 

Mother’s Day gift and a Haiku poem they each wrote on a card about their mom.  
● After researching new methods to teach the past tense in Spanish, Mrs. Maniago designed new activities to 

improve students’ understanding of these challenging tenses.  
Mathematics - Leesha Torppey 

Professional Development 
● Kelly Gvoth and Leesha Torppey attended a training for Atlas curriculum management system. 
● Development of ideas for the curriculum for the new senior level course Mathematical Applications 

and Analysis 
● Results and revisions of SGO’s, looking forward to next year 
● Working on the concurrent course work with SCCC with the possible addition of Consumer 

Mathematics and Mathematical Applications and Analysis  
Other News 
● Math teachers have been busy with PARCC testing, AP testing and SAT testing. 

Guidance - Karen Mazur 
Student Accomplishments  
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● Brandon Zambrano, Jake DeLuca, Bradley Carnegie and Michael Burke were selected as Boys State 
Delegates. Harvy Porzuelo and Liam Oakes were selected as alternate delegates. 

● Kathleen Reidmiller received her Gold Award. 
● The final two seniors who needed to meet proficiency on a standardized test have successfully passed the 

appeals process and are now fully eligible for graduation. 
Staff Accomplishments 
● Michelle Herring created a powerpoint presentation that was presented to interested juniors regarding the 

college search process. The presentation is now available on the website. 
● Theresa Hough successfully spearheaded the annual AP testing program. 
Professional Development  
● Lisa Bechtel held a School Climate Team meeting on April 28  to turnkey March training to the team. 
● Lisa Bechtel attended the County ABS meeting on May 3. The School Climate presenter was Dr. William 

Trusheim. 
● Lisa Bechtel attended the County SAC meeting on May 13. 
● Lisa Casamassina attended the counselor Day at County College of Morris on April 29. 
Other News 
● Karen Mazur and Michelle Herring have completed the build of the 2016-2017 Master Schedule. 
● Michelle Herring and Lisa Bechtel worked alongside the ASVAB testing program to offer an after-school 

administration of this test to juniors who still need to meet standardized testing proficiency as a graduation 
requirement. Thirty juniors took advantage of this testing opportunity. 

● Kate Castle is coordinating the details of our upcoming Senior Awards Program on June 2. We are receiving 
notifications of winners on a daily basis. 

● Over 60 seniors submitted the NHS Common Application for Scholarships. 
Special Education - Michael Grifone 

Student Accomplishments 
● Kyle Scheffler for his continued academic success and outstanding performance in his History class. 
● Stephanie Pollock for her diligence in reaching her full academic potential and TRS she has with all of her 

teachers and classmates.  
● Students from the Life Skills program will: 

○ utilize Sussex County transit on May 4th to review the geography of the county, as well as use of 
public transportation for their future independence. 

○ participate in a SWAP activity to Sparta Lanes on May 11th to have the opportunity to socialize with 
students from other high schools, including Kittatinny, High Point, and Hopatcong. 

○ have an 8th grade transition program on May 19th to welcome incoming freshmen students for the 
2016-2017 school year. 

○ participate in the SCARC Walk-a-Thon on May 22nd. 
Professional Development 
● Robyn Kurelja will be meeting with the PARCC committee on May 27th to debrief and discuss any issues 

that arose from this year’s testing and what can be improved or changed for the 2016-2017 school year. 
● Michael Grifone and Robyn Kurelja collaborated on a document outlining expectations and responsibilities 

for an in-class support model of instruction.  
Social Studies - Brendan Scullin 

Student Accomplishments 
● USII-CP students completed lessons on the Vietnam War and the Nixon administration. They 

analyzed primary sources – Letter from a Soldier in Vietnam and Love Canal. Students completed 
maps on the Vietnam War, distinguished fact from opinion in a State of the Union Address by LBJ, 
read an excerpt of Robert McNamara’s book In Retrospect, analyzed bar graphs on oil consumption 
in the U.S.A., and analyzed assumptions and biases in a Time Magazine article on balancing 
economic and environmental concerns during the Nixon years.  

● Mr. Bollette’s Psychology students received a visit from Dr. Brian Trautz two weeks ago to discuss 
the benefits of hypnosis and meditation.  Students really enjoyed the discussion. 
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● Mrs. Langschultz did a "Shark Tank" project in her Economics classes and students worked in 
groups and came up with new businesses that they pitched to the Sharks; this panel of Sharks were 
made up of other students.  The students rotated being Sharks while other students were 
presenting their products.  Some students actually made prototypes.  

Staff Accomplishments 
● Mr. Scullin completed an evaluation of the auditorium lighting system with GEC.  The end result was 

an facilities improvement plan with implementation pending approval. 
Professional Development 
● Mrs. Moretz attended Newton Connections meeting in the cafeteria on the APR/PDP forms on May 

4th both led by Mr. Waldron. 
 
Merriam Avenue School - Rose Lange, Ali Stiehl, Linda Salerno, Deirdre Iuliani, Steve Down 
Foster social and emotional well-being and an academically engaged classroom environment through integration of 
research based character education and social/emotional programs within the RtI framework 

● Students in Mrs. Mendez’s 3rd grade class learn the value of stewardship as they explore the importance of 
caring for the environment 

○ Students discuss how their actions can have a positive or negative effect on the earth 
○ In honor of Earth Day, each student was asked to use recyclable materials to create something that 

could be used for a different purpose 
■ Students’ creative projects included: pencil holders, musical instruments, banks, wind 

chimes, jewelry (necklace, bracelet, earrings) flower pots, book holder, plastic bag holder, 
bird feeder, and toys such as a robot, car, ball catcher, dollhouse and even a Batcave! 

■ Students were excited to share their creations with each other, and the projects are 
currently in the display case in the hallway outside of the gym for everyone to enjoy 

Close academic achievement gaps through implementing RtI practices 
● Upcoming Ignite Session explores ideas around RtI practices beginning with a session that will focus on 

phonemic awareness 
○ Colleagues will learn the components, value and integration of phonemic awareness in 

preschool-grade 4 and beyond 
○ This Ignite Session is the first in a series of a collegial literacy-based intervention team’s grass roots 

initiative to grow professional practices amid Merriam’s learning community  
● 4th grade team attended  a Rutgers University “Train the Trainer” Guided Reading workshop 

○ Topics included how to select groups, select materials, design a lesson plan, assess students and 
provide effective classroom management 

○ Collaborative discussions were held to bring the topics discussed into the classroom to improve 
small group instruction 

● The Art Room is a huge wonderful sloppy mess as students in Mrs. Thurston’s Art classes finish their final 
big projects of the year... simultaneously!! 

○ Kindergarteners are learning about atmospheric perspective by making "Big Sky" paintings 
○ First Graders are working on "Family Portraits" 
○ Second graders are glazing their clay animals 
○ Third grade students are working on clay coil pots 
○ Fourth graders are printmaking 

Integrate digital learning and literacy into classroom instruction in order to enhance and individualize student learning 
● Students in Spanish classes have been enjoying learning all about Cinco de Mayo! 

○ Smart Board presentations helped students learn about how Mexican families living in USA 
celebrate the Battle of Puebla- a conflict where the Mexican army defeated the French army on May 
5, 1862 

○ Students also had a great time decorating sombreros and flowers and also made a festive pinata!. 
○ Second grade students are also enjoying learning about the journey Monarch butterflies make every 

year from Mexico to Canada and how we can help protect them 
○ As the year is nearing the end, students are reviewing vocabulary and reading from their notebooks 
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and workbooks 
● Merriam is alive with the sound of music! 

○ Third grade students harmonize as they sing classic songs from “The Sound of Music”  
○ Students viewed clips of the movie in order to better understand the context of the musical score 

● Grade 2 students were excited when their international butterflies returned from all over the world! 
○ In September, students completed an activity via “Journey North” which monitors the Monarch 

butterfly migration 
■ All winter students logged on to see where our butterflies had traveled  
■ Students are thrilled to have the butterflies migrate back to Merriam 
■ This is a great educational and science-based international program! 

Increase family and community involvement in school programs 
● Ms. Delfino's preschool class welcomes parents, grandparents, siblings, and other family members class to 

the new spring season 
○ An egg hunt started the activities! Students and guests searched for a specific number of eggs to 

practice counting and identifying colors 
○ After a healthy spring snack, the preschoolers sat down to listen to the story of  Splish, Splash 

Spring by J. Carr.  The preschoolers sang and danced to special spring songs 
○ Each preschooler painted a paper spring basket that was filled with their collection of eggs and 

other goodies 
● We held a Kindergarten Parent Orientation Evening 

○ Parents of rising Kindergarten students turned out in droves to meet their children’s future teachers 
at the informative annual event 

○ Parents interacted with teachers and staff members and were able to have their questions 
answered 

○ After the presentation, parents were taken on a guided tour, taking time to visit the classrooms and 
playground areas where the children will learn and play 

● We also welcomed rising Kindergarten students and their parents to screening/registration days 
○ Dozens of families registered their Kindergarten students on one of two scheduled days 
○ Mrs. Decker and Mrs. Renna joined staff from Merriam to efficiently register parent information into 

the PowerSchool system  
○ Kindergarten teachers screened children as they proceeded through several learning stations 

● Second Grade Students attended a theater production of “Jungle Book” 
○ Students read many different versions of the classic story 
○ Students compared and contrasted the literary versions with the movie  

● 4th Grade students prepare for the Spring Band and Chorus Concert as K-2 students celebrate songs from 
around the world 

○ 4th graders eagerly prepare for their annual spring concert in June 
○ Younger students have fun learning both multicultural and traditional songs 

● Hispanic Family Meetings conclude with having an informational session with guests from Project 
Self-Sufficiency 

○ Parents will learn of free/low cost activities available to them during the summer 
○ On another date, a special ice cream social event will be held after school 

● May’s “Walk to School Day” highlights a sustained effort to build family/community connections  
○ Nearly 200 students, family members and town representatives walked to school! 
○ It was a community affair that included Police Chief Richards and his fellow officers, a town 

representative, teachers, parents pushing strollers, grandparents journeying alongside their 
grandkids and children toting backpacks; all joining together on the ‘walking school bus’  

○ The last event of the school year will be a Walk/Bike to School Day in June 
● Staff rally to provide support to a family in need 

○ As soon as we learned of the illness and plight of one of our families, the entire staff marshalled 
their efforts 

○ We will be able to send the family a very generous monetary donation  
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● PTO  celebrate teachers during this year’s Teacher Appreciation Week! 
○ Our parents are truly amazing! 

■ A delicious homemade brunch and a generous gift card welcomed teachers 
■ The PTO also honored Merriam’s retiring teachers with a special gift 

● Newton Rotary donates dictionaries 
○ Once again, the generous membership of the Rotary will be donating dictionaries to the rising third 

grade students 
○ Students will receive their dictionaries at the beginning of the next school year 

 
Halsted Middle School - Sue Desautels, Eileen Fisher, Joanne Nieman, Jean Perrier 
Student Programming: 

● On May 18th Natasha Inniss will be visiting Halsted and partnering with Jim Hofmann to explain a new 
learning opportunity for our students.  Vault is a financial literacy game that empowers students to be smart 
financial decision makers by leveraging interactive games to teach topics such as budgeting, saving, income 
and investing while tracking students’ progress through built-in pre and post assessments.  

● 6th grade math students have started working on their 4th marking period projects; they are planning any 
event of their choosing. Examples include a Sweet 16, an athletic event, a surprise party, a wedding, a 
Superbowl party, and a retirement party. Students must ultimately find the cost of the event (with an 
unlimited budget) and portray their ideas on either a poster or media presentation. They need to include 
elements such as the venue, staff, refreshments, fun extras, transportation, etc.  Their final projects are 
eagerly anticipated! 

● Fifth graders braved the rain and the wind as they got to explore first hand the history and geography of 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. Despite the weather, the students learned about salt marsh and ocean 
environments, the Lenape and the Jersey shore, and the history of Sandy Hook as a military base. From 
osprey to horseshoe crab, the Lenape culture to a military base, the day was packed with educational fun. 
The students had an opportunity to go seining in the bay. Once they managed to get the waders on, it was 
careful stepping out into the bay with the seining net. Some lucky students caught a few small crabs and 
everyone enjoyed the adventure! It was a wonderful day of hands-on, active learning. 

● PARCC testing wrapped up this week.  Testing went very smoothly with few technology issues.  We also can 
report that our number of refusals was significantly lower than last year. 

● 7th and 8th grade Student Council members are looking forward to their upcoming trip to Six Flags Great 
Adventure for the annual Spring Leadership Conference.  Student Council was able to raise $500 for the 
state charity, Hope Loves Company.  Schools from around the state will gather at Six Flags on June 1st to 
recognize all of the funds raised for the state charity.  Then, Student Council members will enjoy some time 
at the park!  

● The Sixth Graders are looking forward to our trip to High Point State Park, where we will enjoy the scenery, 
take a hike, and have a picnic lunch.  Students are looking forward to seeing the monument, and spending 
time at the highest point in our state! 

● Mr. Bolen's advanced students are entering two writing contests to end out the school year. The narrative 
contest was researched and presented to the class by seventh grader Cecelia Paparella. It is called "A 
Midsummer Tale Narrative Writing Contest" and asks students to write a summer-themed narrative around 
the topic of a "summer job." For students that are more interested in nonfiction writing, Mr. Bolen found the 
"Ocean Awareness Student Contest" that prompts students to research one aspect of ocean pollution as 
well as organizations that are supporting its elimination. After researching, students will construct 3-5 pages 
of prose, with citations, that weave together research, creativity, and advocacy. They are also required to 
submit a 250-word reflection. Although both contests are free to enter, the prizes, in monetary and 
scholarship form, are well worth it! 

Community Involvement: 
● 8th grade SOAR students recently held an assembly for the school as part of their service learning project. 

They spent time throughout the year researching and choosing a foundation to raise funds for. They 
selected the Seeing Eye.  They conducted visits to the facility, invited a puppy raiser in to teach them and 
met with a worker from the Seeing Eye to gather more information.  During the assembly, they taught the 
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students about the history of the Seeing Eye and why they selected them. They are trying to raise funds to 
purchase two harnesses for those in need.  Each harness costs $200.  They held a bake sale.  Coming up 
are a staff dress down day fundraiser, a paw print sticker fundraiser, and a whole school walk.  The class 
with the greatest sales of the paw print stickers will lead the school on the walk.  The student who raises the 
most money for the walk a thon will lead the walk with Jennie, a Seeing Eye Puppy in training.  We also hope 
to have other Seeing Eye trainees in attendance at the walk on May 24. 

● The 7th and 8th grade Girls on the Run Heart & Sole have been preparing for the past 2 months to run a 5k 
race!  The race is Saturday, May 14th.  They have been working hard, learning how to empower themselves 
and others, and creating a fun team bond.  Coach Ochs, Coach DelVecchio, and Coach Williams are very 
proud of this group and have loved watching the girls grow in their Heart & "Soles". 

● The Altitude Club recently finished filming the commercial that they wrote, directed, and starred in.  They 
also finished their second service project. For this project they put  bags together to present to the Medical 
Center. The bags contained books and inspirational messages to be given to children when they enter the 
hospital emergency room.  On Tuesday, an employee from the medical center met with the students to 
accept the bags and express gratitude for the gesture. 

● The Halsted Players once again demonstrated the talent of our student population in the performance of the 
Big Bad Musical. In this howlingly funny musical, the stage was transformed into a courtroom and the Big 
Bad Wolf was tried in class action lawsuit.  At the end of each show, the audience was asked to decide the 
fate of the Big Bad Wolf. Each year the Halsted Players work hard to put on an entertaining performance for 
students and the community.  

 
 

 
Monthly Reports - May 2016 Page 12 of 12 
 


