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Choose 2 Connect (C2C) After School Program Off 
To A Strong Start

Newton’s C2C Program hit the 
ground running for students 
in grades 3-8 on Monday 
September 17. 249 students 

were enrolled for the opening day at Merriam Avenue 
and Halsted Middle Schools, going well beyond the 
anticipated target of 151.  For three hours after the 
regular school day ends, C2C staff members provide 

students an 
appealing 
combina-
tion of STEAM-themed learning activities, academic 
assistance and enrichment, physical exercise, and a nu-
tritious snack.  

Additional highlights include monthly family-fun 
nights, career presenters, engaging field trips, and free 
transportation home.  C2C is a federally-funded 21st 
Century Community Learning Center. 

The New Jersey Department of Education has approved the Newton Public Schools to expand 
our preschool program.  The State is providing aid for the 2018-19 school year in the amount of 
$867,954 for free, full-day preschool for up to 66 Newton families. The majority of these students 
are already enrolled in the district’s current tuition-based, half-day program or with two private 
providers that will be partnering with the district — Project Self-Sufficiency and First Impressions.  

Newton Superintendent Dr. Greene stated, “This is an 
incredibly important opportunity for Newton families.  
The research is clear: children who attend high quality 
preschool acquire critical literacy skills sooner and end 
up achieving at higher levels than those who do not.”  
Dr. Greene acknowledged Business Administrator 
Dr. Alfred Savio, Special Services Director Jennifer 
Pasquali, and Merriam Avenue School Principal 
Kevin Stanton as key staff members who assisted in 
preparing the state aid application. 

Although they are not part of this year’s initiative, 
NORWESCAP’s Head Start/Early Head Start and other local entities do provide preschool oppor-
tunities for Newton residents. The United Way of Northern NJ has also played an important role 
in supporting and advocating for early childhood education throughout the region.

Newton’s expanded preschool will become operational no later than January 2, 2019.  Three- and 
four-year old students with disabilities already receive a tuition-free education at Merriam Avenue 
School, and these classes will move to full day as well.  The district plans to apply for additional 
preschool funding for the 2019-20 school year to service as many students as possible.

Superhero day in preschool

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnj.org%2Feducation%2Fcomponents%2Fscrapbook%2Fdefault.php%3Fsectionid%3D1&screen_name=newtonnjschool&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=1b0d740b20dd8c
https://www.facebook.com/newtonnjschools/
https://www.state.nj.us/education/21cclc/
https://www.projectselfsufficiency.org/
http://www.newtonnj.org/districtoffice/Enrollment
https://c2cnewton.weebly.com/
https://www.norwescap.org/help_program_details.php?ID=8
http://www.unitedwaynnj.org/
https://c2cnewton.weebly.com/
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Welcome New Staff
    for the 2018-19 school year

Newton High School

Thomas Cavanagh Custodian
Stephen Demsak  Custodian
Caitlin Dinunzio  Special Education Teacher
Ashley Foster  Vocal Music Teacher
Jennifer Kellam  Special Education Teacher
Kathleen Leone  World Language Teacher
Matt Parzaro  Physical Education Teacher
Kevin Rabbitt  Security Monitor
Wayne Redyke  Custodian
Teddy Sibblies  Teacher Assistant

Halsted Middle School

Caitlin Bailey  Teacher Assistant
Kayla Coombs  Teacher Assistant
Kathleen Galvin  Teacher Assistant
Brenda Horetsky  LA/Special Ed. Teacher 
Hope Miladinovich Music Teacher
Kara Miletic  Language Arts Teacher

Merriam Avenue School

Amanda Ferrise  Guidance Counselor
Laurie Gomez  C2C Data Manager
Rachel Hoffmann  Special Education Teacher
Kathryn James  Teacher Assistant
Michelle Kinney  School Nurse

District

Scott Predmore  Maintenance
Dr. Alfred Savio  Business Administrator
Karen Thibault  Social Worker
Aleksasha Wannemacher Speech Language Specialist
Megan Young  Psychologist

Dr. Greene presented an updated data summary to the Board of 
Education at its September 25 meeting. Here are some highlights:

* Enrollment is down slightly from last year (1,534 students vs. 
1,572 in 2016-17), though virtually the same as four years ago 
(1,526 students in 2013-14).

* Ethnic diversity and at-risk demographics remain high. The 
number of English Language Learners has tripled over the past 
four years.

* K-8 English Language Arts scores have improved consistently 
over the past four years, and math scores improved dramatically 
at Merriam Avenue School.  

* The percentage of Newton High School students with SAT scores 
exceeding college readiness benchmarks is well above the state 
average in English (84% to 77%) and Math (69% to 58%).  It is 
worth noting that 88% of NHS students take the SAT.

* The Newton High School Class of 2018 had a 93.3% graduation 
rate. 

* Student to teacher and student to support staff ratios are below 
the average of similar-sized districts, meaning Newton is putting 
instructional personnel resources directly into its students. The 
student to administrator ratio is high (9th out of 50 districts), 
meaning the district is employing fewer administrators per 
student than over 80% of its peers.

* Newton has improved its aid share from 56% to 65% after leading 
a statewide campaign resulting in a 2018 law creating a clear path 
to greater funding equity over the next six years.  

* The Board of Education has returned over $500,000 to taxpayers 
since July 2017.  Since 2010, the Board has reduced the annual 
average school tax levy increase to 1.78%, including three years 
with tax levy decreases. 

District Data Summary Presented to 
Newton BOE

Continued on page 3

Newton High School technology teacher and robotics team coach Jim Hofmann started 
following the Keen company two years ago when he saw they were an American man-
ufacturer. He reached out when he saw they were planning an East Coast tour. “Jim’s 
was the first request,” Scott Owen, Innovation Manager said. They closed the applica-
tion window shortly after that, having gotten such a large response. 

Not limited to the Technology Student Association and Newton Varsity robotics team 
members, a steady stream of classes visited the mobile lab all day including marketing, 
photography and graphics students. Some wanted to know more about the history 
of the company and the products and the name of the robot (it’s called Oscar, The 
Uneekbot). Actually comprised of two robotic arms, Oscar is named for the then 
17-year-old who wrote the code to have the robots create the shoes. He worked for 

KEEN UNEEKBOT The World’s Smallest Shoe Factory 
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https://www.keenfootwear.com/uneekbot-tour.html


We value our substitutes and would like to add to our current roster of available substitute teachers, school nurses, teacher 
assistants, and custodians.  If you would like to join our team or would like information, please email Janet Mosner at 
jmosner@newtonnj.org, or call 973-383-7392 ext. 4226. 
• Substitute Teacher Rate - $85/day ($95/day after 30 days)   
• Substitute Teacher Assistant Rate with Substitute or Teaching Certificate - $85/day
• Substitute Custodian - $12.25/hour
• Substitute School Nurse - $175/day
• Substitute School Bus Driver - $18/hour (must have valid CDL license with school bus endorsement)
If you have 60 college credits and would like to obtain your County Substitute Certificate we would be happy to assist you. 
Call for forms and instructions.

We also have a need for Part-Time Teacher Assistants in our after school program and our new expanded preschool 
program. The C2C after-school program runs from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. weekdays. The expanded preschool program is a full 
day program at Merriam Avenue School and additional locations.

NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
       Substitutes Needed Page 3

*Reminder to parents to update your contact information in the PARENT PORTAL*
If you need assistance please contact your child’s school

*Recordatorio a todos los padres que deben actualizar la información de contacto en el portal de los padres*
Si Ud. necesita ayuda, por favor contacte a la escuela de su hijo/a

UNEEKBOT The World’s Smallest Shoe Factory - continued from page 2

50th class reunion
Newton High School Class of 1968

The reunion, led by co-chairs Gale Jenkins Spring and Mary Jane Jones 
Santin, along with the advisory group of Bernice Corpus Gleaton, Eta 
Moore, Lee Peter, Maryann Swartout Williams, Roxanne Layton Hunt, 
Ruth Matulewicz Pollison, Sandy Beebe Raynor and Walter Drag, 
was attended by a total of 80 at the Farmstead Golf & Country Club. 
Also attending, former teachers John Frank, George Kaiser and Bob 
Cappucchio.

House of Design in Nampa, Idaho, the only company that would take 
on the project. It took Oscar 18 months to create the code that weaves 
shoes. KEEN is taking the “World’s Smallest Shoe Factory” on the road, 
hitting design, engineering, and business schools around the country. 
They’re inspiring the next generation of innovators to push boundaries 
and experiment with new concepts. With two robotic arms that can 
create made-to-order UNEEK sandals right on the spot, UNEEKBOT 
is a programming wonder and it all started with a typical question 
among innovators: “What if?”

Technology teachers Brian Bennington and Jim Hofmann shuttled 
their classes in and out all day to support the KEEN footware staff. The 
STEM lab was moved out to the senior parking lot in a flexible format 
all day long.  The real hero was our Newton High School Principal Mr. 
Jeff Waldron who helped us create the needed paperwork and request 
process within the time available. For more information go to  https://
www.keenfootwear.com/uneekbot-tour.html.

Same Day registration begins at 7:30 a.m. October 27, 2018, 
ends 9:20 a.m. Same Day Registered 5K Participants receive 
T-Shirts while supplies last. Pre-Registration closes Thursday 
October 25, 2018 at midnight. Online Registrations visit 
www.NewtonNJPride.org. For information email: Pride@
NewtonNJ.org 

This event will be run on our certified course from Newton 
High School's Parking Lot at through the roads of United 
Methodist Communities (Bristol Glen) and back to Newton 
High School.  Don your favorite costume, it's Halloween!  Walk 
or run, have some fun! Race begins at 9:30 a.m. rain or shine!  

https://www.newtonnjpride.org/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Adult Co-Ed 

Volleyball 
at Halsted Middle 

School Gym 
Newton Residents 

Only
Wednesday nights

7:00 -9:00 p.m. 
Adults only, no one 

under age 18
No current students 
All participants must 
sign a Hold Harmless 
and Indemnification 

Agreement

For more community events, links and information please go to our website www.newtonnj.org/community/events

https://www.newtontownhall.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=1985&month=10&year=2018&day=26&calType=0
http://www.thenewtontheatre.com/acts/home-alone.html



