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Newton Public Schools Community:

Yesterday Governor Murphy announced the intention to make wearing masks in schools voluntary as
of March 7, 2022.  Schools have been told to expect new guidelines from the NJ Department of Health
addressing the many issues that will arise in pursuing that approach.  When the guidelines are released,
we will reconsider the protocols for all of our Newton schools and announce them to the community
prior to March 7. For now, masks are still required in all New Jersey schools.

The good news that influenced the announcement is the vastly improved community health situation
around the state and in our region.  The region and state moved from very high risk/red down to orange
two weeks ago, and county case rates have dropped from a high of 349 cases per 100,000 residents down
to 32 as of today.  We are mindful that our adherence to safety protocols and willingness to follow health
recommendations has helped us get to this place.

After reporting updated recommendations regarding isolation and quarantine timeframes to you on
January 10, additional changes were issued three times in the following nine days.  We are aware that
rapidly changing circumstances can be difficult to follow, and I made the decision not to send an updated
announcement after each one.  Sometimes we have found that new announcements can generate as
many questions as they do answers, so we left it to our school personnel to discuss the changes when they
became relevant for each family.

Since the guidance has stabilized somewhat, here are the key updates for your reference:

1. Exposed close contacts who have no COVID-19 symptoms in the following groups do not need to
be excluded from school:

a. Age 12 or older and have received all recommended vaccine doses, including boosters and
additional primary shots for some immunocompromised people. Note: this was previously
the case only for those 18 or older. Also, the booster should occur 5 months after the primary
COVID-19 vaccination series is complete.

b. Age 5-11 years and completed the primary series of COVID-19 vaccines.

c. Had confirmed COVID-19 within the last 90 days (tested positive using a viral test).

2. Exposed close contacts who have no COVID-19 compatible symptoms in the following groups
should be excluded from school:

a. Age 12 or older who completed the primary series of a recommended COVID-19 vaccine,
but have not received a recommended booster shot when eligible.

b. Persons who are not fully vaccinated.

http://www.newtonnj.org


3. Preschoolers remain under the state’s guidelines for childcare providers. So, we are still following
a 10 day isolation for positive students, and a 10 day quarantine with a test out option on day 5-7
to return on day 8 for any close contacts.

4. CDC recommends that people remain up to date with their vaccines, which includes additional
doses for individuals who are immunocompromised or booster doses at regular time points.
Individuals who are moderately or severely immunocompromised should get an additional
primary shot and a booster shot.

You can access the most recent health recommendations and quarantine timeframes at these links to the
NJ Department of Health.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/isolation_quarantine_nonhealthcare.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1F4CzL4fdAli1eNLN1GF3Qd4L7J_gyx3mICuw5njo7gbG1XjA1OuOUcCU

