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Newton Public Schools Community:

Yesterday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced revised guidance for fully
vaccinated Americans, which included the following statement:

You can resume activities without wearing a mask or staying 6 feet apart, except where required by
federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including local business and
workplace guidance.

This news is incredibly encouraging as we emerge slowly but surely from fourteen months of
coronavirus pandemic toward some sense of normalcy. Some people are beginning to ask a great
question, “When will our school procedures change?” The simple answer is not today, but hopefully
soon.

During the course of the pandemic, we have remained steadfast in protecting the health and safety of our
students and staff by implementing guidance issued by the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH).
Typically when CDC makes public announcements, it follows up by publishing specific recommendations
for institutions such as businesses, healthcare facilities, and schools among others.

CDC has stated that those recommendations should be coming out shortly.  We expect NJDOH will assess
the recommendations and issue its own for county health departments and local school districts as it has
done in the past.  We look forward to that guidance, and expect it will answer many questions that are
being asked already, as we consider any changes to our own health and safety protocols.

We have good reason to be joyful given this news, and I ask for your patience as we work through our
process as a school community.  We want to continue the care and consistency that have been responsible
in part for the steady improvement in our local, state, and national health.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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