
Newton Public Schools
57 Trinity Street ♦ Newton, NJ 07860-1831
973-383-7392 phone ♦ 973-383-5378 fax

www.newtonnj.org

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene Mr. James R. Sekelsky
Superintendent Business Administrator

May 16, 2022

Newton Public Schools Community:

It has been nearly three months since our last health announcement, as we have had some relief from the
COVID-19 pandemic.  Cases have been on the rise recently, so in the schools we are re-emphasizing our
health protocols for the final weeks of the school year. Toward that end, we are:

1. Raising our consciousness within classrooms about keeping students separated by at least three
feet when possible;

2. Opening classroom doors and windows to generate as much fresh air as possible;

3. Taking students outdoors for classes when appropriate;

4. Renewing our attention to handwashing, respiratory etiquette (i.e., covering sneezes), and
cleaning and applying disinfectant; and

5. Encouraging mask wearing, though doing so remains voluntary as a general practice regardless of
vaccination status.  Individuals should make masking decisions based on their specific situations,
and we are leaving it to parents and staff to determine the best decision for themselves and their
families.  All students, staff, and visitors are expected to respect the wishes of those who choose to
wear masks as well as those who choose not to wear them.  Harassment, intimidation, and
bullying of anyone for their personal health choices will not be tolerated.  Mask wearing will still
be required after returning to school during days 6-10 of isolation or quarantine, or when
students or staff become ill with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 while in school.

We also want to remind our families to keep your children home when they are sick.  COVID-like
symptoms may show up in those who have the flu or are suffering from seasonal allergies, and students
may attend school if they have received an alternate diagnosis from the family doctor.  As a reminder,
COVID-like symptoms include at least two of the following - fever, chills, shivers, muscle aches, headache,
sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; or at least one of the following
- cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, disorders to taste or smell.

And our best protection from the effects of COVID-19 remains vaccination, including getting a booster for
ages 12 and up when eligible.  We wish you and your family good health for the remainder of the school
year and beyond.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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