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Newton Public Schools Community:

It has been just over four weeks since our last community message.  As we have experienced throughout the past
year, much can change in a month.

The community health news has been encouraging.  Our northwest region has moved from orange/high risk to
yellow/moderate risk on the state’s CALI Report and county case rates have been cut to one-third of the previous
high.  However, we must remain vigilant with our health and safety practices, as we had 33 staff and student
COVID cases in April, the second highest monthly total of the year.

The positive reports have been matched by revised guidance from health officials.  The NJ Department of Health
reduced the social distancing in schools in moderate risk areas to 3 feet.  This has allowed all of our Newton
schools to adjust schedules to bring in more students for more in-person learning time to finish the school year
as strongly as possible.  We will hold our high school prom and 8th grade promotion and Class of 2021 graduation
ceremonies outdoors to take advantage of the recently relaxed limits on outside gatherings.

As part of the effort to respond to the challenges this school year has presented, we have developed a Summer
Learning Academy open to all students entering grades K-12 at all three schools.  It will be a highly engaging, 30
day opportunity from Thursday July 1 to Friday August 13 with learning activities running Monday to Friday
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  The program focus will be on (a) teacher-designed learning acceleration activities plus
targeted interventions; (b) social-emotional learning built into the academic instruction; and (c) emphasis on
hands-on, project-based approaches where appropriate. Look for more detailed communications this week and
through the rest of this month with direct contacts made to every family.

Looking ahead to the fall, we have started dialogues around improving the overall educational program for our
students. A Road Less Traveled is our call to action to reaffirm the mission of the Newton Public Schools by
synthesizing successful practices with pandemic experiences and professional learning into district goals that
exhibit an equity-centered, context-sensitive approach. We look forward to creating opportunities for your voice
to be heard on this important conversation.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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