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January 15, 2021 
 
Newton Public Schools Community: 
 
On November 20, 2020, the district announced that, “All grade pK-12 students will move to fully remote 
instruction from Monday November 23, 2020, through Monday January 18, 2021.  Reopening to hybrid 
and in-person instruction will be reconsidered in mid-January based on health data provided by the New 
Jersey and Sussex County DOH.” 
 
We have reached that point.  An update was issued one week ago, and unfortunately the situation has 
declined rapidly since then.  The health and well-being of our students, staff, and the entire school 
community remain of the utmost importance, as we continue to rely on science and data to drive our 
decision making.   
 
Therefore, the Newton Public Schools will remain on fully remote instruction through January 22, 
2021.  This includes Monday the 18th as an instructional day, as was scheduled back in the summer.  We 
recognize the impact continued isolation has on the social-emotional-mental health as well as the 
academic progress of our children.  We will monitor the situation and consider reopening to hybrid and 
in-person options as of January 25, 2021.  Please go to Page 2 for a community health update. 
 
We understand the difficulty this decision creates for families, and are trying our best to give time to plan 
by communicating as far in advance as we can.  We are also trying to avoid the circumstance of 
reopening too soon, and then having to change back at a moment’s notice. 
 
The guidelines for fully remote instruction remain as outlined in our Restart and Recovery Plan.  Here 
are a few specifics: 
 

1. The school buildings will remain open for custodial, maintenance, and security work as well as for 
instructional staff who prefer to use school resources.  Staff members, by their choice and with parent 
permission, may be working in-person with selected at-risk students per their individual needs.   

2. Athletic and extracurricular activities will not meet or practice in-person before January 25, 2021.  Teams 
and clubs will interact remotely based on schedules provided by their coaches and advisors.  The C2C 
afterschool program for participants in grades 3-8 will also operate remotely. 

3. The school district will not approve external requests for use of the facilities during this period of time. 

4. Meals can be picked up at the Newton High School Cafeteria as they currently are on Mondays and 
Thursdays from 2:15-4:15 pm. 

 

 
 

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene                    Mr. James R. Sekelsky 
      Superintendent                  Business Administrator 

http://www.newtonnj.org/
https://www.newtonnj.org/about/news/1699294/school-health-announcement-1-2-2021
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wTCNT-B6WpCS5S8VgZDQBwGakHggVAzl/view?usp=sharing


Community Health Update 

We want to be as transparent as possible about the information we are tracking.  Because of the dramatic 
changes over the past week, we are providing today’s county case rates per 100,000 people, infection 
rates, positive test rates, and COVID hospitalizations from the database at covidactnow.org (click here for 
the latest on Sussex County). 

This morning the site continued to state that, "Sussex County is currently experiencing a severe 
outbreak.  Take all possible precautions to avoid exposure.  Very dangerous number of new cases.” 

 

The infection rate is up to 1.18 (from 1.11 last Friday), meaning “active cases are rapidly increasing.” 

 

 
 

https://covidactnow.org/
https://covidactnow.org/us/new_jersey-nj/county/sussex_county/?s=1509462


“A relatively high percentage (18.0%) of COVID tests were positive, which indicates that testing in Sussex 
County, New Jersey is limited and that most cases may go undetected.  At these levels, it is hard to 
know how fast COVID is actually spreading, and there is risk of being surprised by a second wave of 
disease.  Caution is warranted.” 

 

 

COVID hospitalizations are at their highest rate since the pandemic began. 

 

 
 



 

Our municipal rate is in line with the county, more than three times the level of “very high risk”, 

 

And the cases involving our students and staff are exploding at the halfway point of the month. 

 

Some further insight on our school numbers: 

● Last week we had 9 positive cases among our students and staff, including 3 individuals at the preschool.   

● This week we have 3 individuals confirmed positive at Merriam Avenue School.  3 others (plus another at the 
preschool) have self-reported and are awaiting tests/confirmation.   

● This week we have 1 individual at Newton High School confirmed positive and 2 individuals who 
self-reported positive (unrelated to the previous case).   

● We have 4 other individuals who are quarantining right now because of a family member’s positive status.   

 

 

 
 



These are the problems that would enter the schools, if we do not exercise caution during this 
severe outbreak.  We ask again that everyone practices safe and healthy habits, so we can return our 
students to the full range of learning options chosen by their families as soon as possible.  If you have 
individual concerns with any aspect of this announcement, please feel free to reach out to me or a 
member of your school’s administrative staff. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. G. Kennedy Greene 

 
 


