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Newton Public Schools Community:

Earlier this week the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) issued updated recommendations as
expected based on new federal guidance.  At the end of this announcement are some of the important
updates for your review.

The guidance remains based on the community risk profile posted weekly in the NJ COVID-19 Activity
Level Index (CALI) Report.  As we have done since the pandemic began, our schools will follow the
recommendations provided by the state’s health professionals. Therefore, we will respond based on the
current health situation, and adjust our plans each week as that health situation is updated.

As of the most recent report for the week ending March 20 (issued yesterday on March 25), the region
remains at High Risk/Orange, and the NJDOH recommendations for social distancing in this
circumstance are:

● Elementary Schools: Recommend full in person instruction. A minimum of 3 feet of physical
distancing between students should be maintained in classrooms with strict adherence to
mask-wearing.

● Middle/High Schools: Consider in-person instruction if able to maximize physical distancing of 6
feet or more. Recommend 6 feet of physical distancing between students to the maximum
extent practicable with strict adherence to mask-wearing.

In response, the Newton Public Schools will:

● Adjust to a 3 foot social distancing standard in all Grade pK-4 classrooms (Camp Auxilium
and Merriam) beginning on Monday April 12 following spring break.

○ The programs for those attending in-person will move to a full day schedule with as
much in-person instruction for the most number of students that the school can
provide.  There will continue to be some level of in-school remote instruction in large
group areas.

○ Students currently on fully remote instruction who wish to attend in-person will be
considered on a first-come, first-served basis based on available space.  Otherwise,
current fully remote students will remain on fully remote instruction.

○ Preschool parents preferring the current half day program will need to provide their
own midday transportation.

● Maintain the 6 foot social distancing standard in all Grade 5-12 classrooms (Halsted and
High School)

http://www.newtonnj.org
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2021_11.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2021_11.pdf


Should we move to Moderate Risk/Yellow in the future, the social distancing standard becomes 3 feet for
all grade levels (remains 6 feet for adults), and we will adjust our program offerings accordingly.

As per our regular practice, each school will be sending out building-specific changes regarding
schedules, programs, etc.

Community Health Update - Information is updated daily at covidactnow.org.

These decisions are being made amidst another period of rising community health concerns.  As of today,
New Jersey has the worst COVID-19 case rate in the entire country (46.7 per 100,000 residents; Michigan is
a distant second at 37.2).

Sussex County ranks as follows among the 21 NJ counties:

● Worst case rate in the state (64.1 cases per 100,000 residents)
● Second worst infection rate (1.13 meaning that case rates are rapidly increasing)
● Sixth highest positive test rate (10.2 indicating insufficient testing)

The Town of Newton is experiencing a similar case rate at 69.8.  And our school-related cases have been
higher in March than in any previous month of the school year.  As of this morning we have 38
school-related cases this month among students and staff, compared to our previous high of 26 in
January.  We have had dozens of individuals having to quarantine as close contacts.

NJDOH Key Recommendation Updates

1. There is diverse guidance regarding the optimal physical distance for the prevention of COVID-19
disease transmission. The distancing recommendations in this current guidance aim to balance
risk of disease transmission with the benefits of offering in-person instruction to as many
children as possible. Increased distancing may be more important for middle/high school students
and adults and during times of higher community transmission. Additionally, CDC continues to
recommend six feet of physical distancing when masks cannot be worn, such as while eating and
drinking.

2. NJDOH continues to use proximity of six feet or less for more than 15 minutes to determine the
need for quarantining persons in contact with a COVID-19 case.

3. In High Risk (Orange)

a. Elementary schools: Recommend full in person instruction. A minimum of 3 feet of
physical distancing between students should be maintained in classrooms with strict
adherence to mask-wearing.

b. Middle/High Schools: Consider in-person instruction if able to maximize physical
distancing of 6 feet or more. Recommend 6 feet of physical distancing between students to
the maximum extent practicable with strict adherence to mask-wearing.

4. In Moderate Risk (Yellow)

a. Recommend full in-person instruction. A minimum of 3 feet of physical distancing
between students should be maintained in classrooms with strict adherence to
mask-wearing.

5. Full in-person instruction means to open to as many students as possible with mitigation
strategies in place, including minimum social distancing (as referenced in the risk chart),

https://covidactnow.org/


universal masking, cleaning, hand hygiene and other strategies in place as recommended. Hybrid
learning may be necessary to accommodate distancing, with an emphasis on elementary and
priority learners of all ages.

6. Schools should establish policies and implement structural interventions to promote physical
distance in classrooms to the extent described in the regional risk matrix. Outside of classrooms, 6
feet of physical distancing should be maintained to the maximal extent practicable for all grade
levels.

7. 6 feet of physical distancing is particularly important in the following scenarios:
a. For middle and high schoolers when regional risk is high (orange).
b. Between staff members in the school building and between staff members and students.
c. In common areas, such as school lobbies and auditoriums.
d. When masks can’t be worn, such as when eating.
e. During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band

practice, sports, or exercise (even if masks are worn).
f. In community settings outside of the classroom.

We implore every member of our community to practice safe and healthy habits.  Risky activities outside
of the schools result in illness coming into the schools. Spring break will be here shortly, and we want to
remind everyone of the state’s travel advisory that “strongly discourages all non-essential interstate
travel at this time.”

We continue to do our best to balance the health and safety situation with our goal to get as many
students back to in-person learning for as much time as possible.  Again, you can expect to receive more
specific school-level communications following this announcement.

If you have individual concerns with any aspect of this announcement, please feel free to reach out to me
or a member of your school’s administrative staff.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey

