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Superintendent’s Report

After reviewing NJSBA and NJASA lists of potential interim superintendent candidates, Board President Stella
Dunn asked that I reach out to individuals with recent K-12 experience who identified interest in working in Sussex
County, most of whom were familiar to me.  Four candidates expressed their interest in the role, and the district
also issued a posting for other applications. Three interviews were held on April 26 beginning at 4:30 pm in the
Merriam Library, and the Board selected Bob Mooney for the role.  Mr. Mooney, and I have been in contact since
then, and he is coming to the board office for an initial meeting.  We’ll be talking through a list of transition items,
meet and greet the central office staff, and schedule some future dates for school visits.

I met with Town Manager Tom Russo for one of our regular discussions to share what is going on in our
organizations.  One thing of note is that the Town has been successful in securing a Neighborhood Preservation
Grant from the NJ Department of Community Affairs of $150,000 per year for the next five years.  This will allow
the implementation of activities to beautify and promote the Town's assets.  The Town will also be moving
forward on the planned Mill Street sidewalk project up to Project Self Sufficiency.  Mr. Russo agreed with me that
another area that needs attention is Swartswood Road from Mill Street out to the edge of town where we have
middle and high school walkers.

The contractors have completed the porous paver project at the high school.  SCMUA will process $18,840 in
reimbursement to the Board following their next commissioners meeting on May 4.  We look forward to beginning
the next project, the Merriam rain garden, next week in collaboration with SCMUA and the Newton Department of
Public Works.  Here are some pictures of the completed high school courtyard work.
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Congratulations to the NHS Robotics Team on its 6th place finish in the Mid-Atlantic regional competition held at
Lehigh University.  This achievement earned the team an invitation to the national tournament in Houston.  The
news prompted additional financial contributions from some of our generous partners that enabled team
members, advisor, and adult volunteers to travel, stay, and compete.

The district received a proposal to consider changing our prescription carrier from Benecard to Express Scripts.
The proposal presented a reduction of 4.7% from current Rx rates to help reduce the annual loss of over $136,000
per year due to Chapter 44 relating to the implementation of the NJ Educators Health Plan.  Following a meeting
with our association leaders and health insurance brokers, it was decided not to pursue this opportunity, as we
could not get assurance on an "equal to or substantially similar" statement.

Among the activities being implemented through our federal ESSER plan is to conduct an air quality assessment
in all of our buildings. That has been done in the schools, the Board Office, and Camp Auxilium.  This is being done
to improve the physical environment for our students and staff, not because there is any deficiency per se.  We
regularly clean and service our univents, though we do have nearly 30 spaces in the district that do not have them
and have been using air cleaners as a temporary air exchange solution.  We also have ESSER funds set aside for
additional univents, replacements, and/or other recommended solutions from the assessment.

Principals’ Reports
Halsted Middle School - Samantha Castro
School Goals

● Assess the social, emotional, and mental health needs of 100% of our students and implement Tier 1, 2 & 3
interventions as indicated in our RTI framework to increase student achievement.

○ After School Instruction is piloting another new program format.  Mrs. Roman from the Child
Study Team is offering in-person Orton-Gillingham training for students identified through varied
data points. The Orton-Gillingham approach is a direct, explicit, multisensory, structured,
sequential, diagnostic, and prescriptive way to teach literacy. The school will monitor the program
attendance and rate of student growth for indicators to explore utilizing this type of intervention
and support in the future.

● Build a culture of dignity and a climate of belonging to meet the expectations of success for all students.
○ Mrs. Perrier will once again chair our One Book. One School. One Community committee.

Historically, this is our summer reading program, funded by the Newton Education Association's
Pride Grant. A part of the grant embraces the community aspect, having everyone in our school
community read the book (staff, students, and families) and participate in various extension
activities.  This year's summer reading selection is The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and
Score in This Game Called Life written by Kwame Alexander. While it has a sports theme, it is an
extended metaphor for life. It comprises 52 "rules", direct quotes, and anecdotes from sports
figures and celebrities. Like a basketball game, the book is broken into 4 quarters ~ grit,
motivation, focus, and passion.  All strong pillars for our school community to embrace through
our own 4-marking period school calendar.

○ Mrs. Bottoni has organized a community cleanup to take place on April 12th in honor of Earth
Day.  Our 6th graders will walk to Memory Park and clean up the grounds.  This act of park
beautification will reinforce the lesson of care and value for our environment and community.

● Provide necessary training and incorporate the instructional strategies such as guided questions, reviewing
data to determine if students are meeting standard/SLO/skill expectation, student-centered learning,
power standards, non-fiction writing, differentiation

○ The math department has one session left with the consultant. The final session will focus on
solidifying power standards for each grade and finalizing mapping for the 2022-2023 school year.
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Other News:
● The Scheduling Committee will reconvene next week to review frameworks that feed the identified goals

from our last meeting in March.  The major goals are: professional learning time, flexibility, consistency,
and response to intervention.

● Thanks to Mr. Boyle and Mrs. Casamassina the NHS Peer Leaders visited the 8th graders on April 6th to
provide a high schooler’s perspective of NHS, give advice on how to be successful, and answer student
questions.

● Tyquan McAllister from Mrs. Harland’s 5th grade math class won the March Multiplication Madness
Contest that took place over the past few weeks.  He competed against his classmates in minute
multiplication drills.  Tyquan then moved on to compete against the fifth grade winner from the McKeown
School in Hampton Twp.  There the class met with Mrs. Simeone's class via Zoom.  Mrs Harland shared,
“the support Tyquan received from his classmates was AWESOME!  And although Tyquan did not win, we
are so very proud of his hard work!”

Newton High School - Jeff Waldron
Instructional

● NHS administrators joined with the recently approved teacher leaders to form the NHS Leadership Team.
At our first meeting, we identified and distributed responsibilities for the remainder of the 2021-22 school.
At our next meeting, we will begin a needs assessment to determine our focus for next year.  The Board’s
support of the Teacher Leader concept will have a positive impact on student programming and is very
much appreciated.

● Fifteen students who are scheduled to take Automotive Technology at Sussex County Community
College’s McGuire Campus in September toured the facility this week.  The students seemed excited by
the facility, the program, and the industry standard certifications they will earn by participating next year.
For those who are new, we will be launching a partnership with SCCC next year that allows students to
take dual enrollment classes in Automotive Technology (and perhaps Welding Technology) on the
McGuire Campus during our regular school day.

Other School News
● We have been expanding our elective offerings over the past several years to allow students to take

individual courses and course programs that are both interesting and useful to them in the future.  You
may recall from earlier reports that student association membership and competition is a major focus of
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our elective programs.  This month’s report will focus on our FBLA and Robotics programs.  In next
month’s report, I will share updates on FFA, Visual Arts, and the other Technology programs.

● The Future Business Leaders of America program is now sixty five students strong.  Fifty five student
members competed in the regional competition held on-line at Newton HS.  Twenty-nine students
advanced to the state competition in Atlantic City.  Thirteen students placed in the state or received
another type of recognition award at the ceremony.

○ Top 10 in the State:
■ John Tierney - Business Plan
■ Marc Montalvo - Impromptu Speaking
■ Nick Villaruz - Digital Video Production
■ Harrison Vallsworth - Computer Applications
■ Joseph Krieg - Job Interview
■ Andrew Stone - Data Analysis

○ Top 4 in the State (qualified to complete at the National Conference held in Chicago in June):
■ Brayden Dabrowski - 1st - Virtual Business

○ Emily Bilik - 3rd - Human Resource Management
○ Jennifer Ellsworth - 3rd - Scrapbook
○ Jaclyn Langschultz - 3rd - Job Interview
○ Elizabeth Melendy - 4th - Computer Help Desk
○ Special Awards

■ Joseph Krieg - PBL Award
■ Jordan Short - Quest Award

● The Robotics Team placed first in a district competition of thirty six high schools held at Bridgewater
Raritan HS on March 4th, 5th, and 6th.  The team placed third at another district level competition held at
Mount Olive HS on March 11th, 12th, and 13th.  Top finishes in both competitions earned the Braves a
spot at the regional event held at Lehigh University this weekend.  I look forward to sharing the outcome
in my next report.  A good showing at the regional event will earn the team a spot at the national event in
Houston later this month.  This Tapinto Newton article provides additional information including our top
ranking across 10 states in our area.
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Merriam Avenue School - Kevin Stanton
● The Book Fair took place between April 4th and 8th. All classes participated. The Book Fair was open late

on Tuesday and Thursday so that parents could also shop for books with their children.
● As part of National Poetry Month, students participated in the Masked Poet. Each week a video of a

“masked poet” reading a poem is sent to the classes. Students have to guess which staff member is
reading the poem, and at the end of the month the identities of the “Masked Poets” will be revealed.

● Spring photos will be on April 26th.
● Tier 3 intervention teachers in Math, Reading, and Speech will be doing end of cycle assessments with

their students during the first two weeks of April. All students identified for Tier 3 support are assessed
every twelve weeks to  supplement weekly progress monitoring, assist in modifying instructional plans for
each student to better meet their individual needs, and to make determinations about whether or not
students have met their instructional goals.

● Following the completion of the end of cycle assessment, intervention teachers will meet with grade level
teachers to go over the results for students in their classes.

● The PTO’s Gertrude Hawk Chocolate fundraiser was successful and orders can be picked up at the
school.

● The April Library Update is attached here.
● Here are some upcoming events:

○ May 2: Kindergarten registration opens online
○ May 25, 6:30pm: 4th grade Chorus and Band will be performing outdoors here at the school for

parents and the school community.
○ May 27: Field Day
○ May 27, 6pm to 8pm: PTO Spring Dance

Directors’ Reports
Community Schools - Elysia Ochs
Enrollment and Attendance

● Merriam: 99 students registered (an increase of 4 students)
● Average Daily Attendance:  81 students

● Halsted: 161  students registered (an increase of 7 students)
● Average Daily Attendance:  91 students

● Current Level of Service: 172 students surpassing our goal of 151 by 21 students
News and Events

● C2C and Esports participated in their first Tri-District tournament at the Sussex County Community
College Esports Arena on April 9th.

● C2C Merriam students focused this month on conflict resolution during the SELMondays. They are
learning strategies such as Use an I-message, Share or Take Turns, Find a Win-Win Solution and others.

Preschool to 2nd Grade Program
● The YMCA is hiring for before care and aftercare positions. Students at the high school who are 16 or
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older are eligible to apply for assistant group leader positions. Click here for more information.
● P2P continues to operate for our Newton families and works with the YMCA to create as a smooth

transition as possible.
Community News Events

● The Summer Learning Academy pre-registration is open to all Newton Public School students who will be
incoming Kindergarten through 8th grade students in September 2022.

● Families can register using this link.
● We currently have 49 Kindergarten to 4th grade students and 21 5th through 8th grade students.

● Community Schools is happy to announce that Merriam and Halsted students collected the following for
The Weekend Bag Program, Inc.

● First Grade: 25 toothbrushes
● Second Grade: 73 bars of soap
● Third Grade: 44 pocket tissues
● Fourth Grade: 60 toothpastes
● Fifth Grade: 16 Shampoos
● Sixth Grade:  3 Conditioners
● Seventh Grade: 22 Deodorants
● Eighth Grade:  4 Body Washes

● Our April Family Event will be taking place at Halsted on April 28th from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Families can
register for the event here.

Curriculum & Professional Development - Angela Dunbar
Curriculum

● The curricular frameworks for grades 6 and 7 social studies are complete. The Tri-District grade eight
social studies teachers plan to have an additional meeting to complete their framework by May 2022.

● The high school curriculum leadership team writers are revising the 21st Century, World History, and U.S
History courses with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. This process will be complete by June
2022.

Professional Development
● The director of information, principals, director of curriculum, and teacher leaders will attend a

demonstration of the NJSBA/NJASA Online University Hub on April 26. The Online University Hub by
Eduscape provides school districts with targeted professional learning options.

Assessment & Bilingual Education - Kenney Lutz
Assessment

● The Testing Committee is currently ready to administer the NJSLA tests to all three schools.  The testing
dates are as follows: High School - May 2nd - May 9th, Halsted May 9th - 17th, and Merriam May 17th -
May 25th.  Last minute preparations are being handled and will be covered at our April 25th meeting .

Bilingual Education
● Our ESL teachers have completed all ACCESS testing for this school year.  All materials were submitted

on time and we await the results that will arrive in August.  Upon receiving those results, our ESL staff will
review the scores and establish our program and final numbers for the next school year.  In the meantime,
our ESL teachers are back to creating exciting lessons for our students and onboarding the new students
who are entering the district.

Information Services - Mary Decker
● The 2022 AP Exams will be administered in schools as paper-and-pencil exams over two weeks in May:

May 2–6 and May 9–13. They will not have the option to use chromebooks as students did last year.
● WIDA and DLM testing has been completed.
● Our Tri-District esports team held their first tournament on April 9 at the SCCC esports arena.  The day

was a success with students having the opportunity to compete, meet and collaborate with students from
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the Tri-District.   Esports athletes from the college also attended as spectators and were impressed with
the level of play of our students.  Some ways esports is becoming mainstreamed:

○ New Jersey's first company to take bets on competitive video games said it planned to
begin full operations Monday, having completed a trial period for state regulators.

○ Last year, New Jersey invested $200,000 to set up a center at Stockton University to help
Atlantic City and the state become a national hub for esports.

○ Today show coverage on esports athletes
○ Microsoft has a dedicated resource page on esports

● The Tri-District technology committee will be working on a TDC cybersecurity plan.
● Reminders have gone out to staff that the deadline for switching to MultiFactor Authentication is April 25.
● Final preparations for the May NJSLA testing are in place.
● Each school has received their ECF chromebooks to be distributed to the identified students prior to

testing.
● Staff have been offered several technology pd opportunities including:

○ Kami - all levels of usage
○ Tinkercad and 3-D Printing
○ The flipped classroom and screencasting
○ Tips for Google Classroom End of the School Year Wrap Up
○ Intermediate Google for School Secretaries and Administrative Assistants
○ NJECC Advanced Google for School Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

Athletics & Student Activities - Ryan Hashway
● Boys Lacrosse won the 2022 Beatty Cup by beating Kittatinny in the home opener, 13-10.  Freshman Ty

Guzzo stamped his name in the stat book with 5 goals, and senior Robert Giordano added 4 goals as well.
The Braves then took two conference victories  last week over High Point on Tuesday 14-1 and in
Hackettstown by a score of 11-3.  Currently, Robert Giordano leads the Braves with 12 goals, followed by
Ryan Lynch with 11 goals, and Ty Guzzo with 10 goals.

● Mrs. Adam's Spanish 1 ACP students recently planted cilantro in the classroom. One of the plants is fully
developed, and they will use the cilantro to make pico de gallo in class. Spanish 2 ACP just finished
designing and describing their dream homes in Spanish using www.planner5d.com and
www.floorplanner.com.

● FBLA State Leadership Conference Article
● Pass It Along is working hard this month joining with the Class of 2024 to fundraise for Benny's Bodega.

The Class of 2024 has created a dress down day for teachers to donate and has set up donation boxes.
Pass-It-Along has set up an Amazon Wishlist for the community to join by posting on NextDoor.com. The
fundraiser will run through April.

● Pass It Along students will volunteer their time in May by teaching elementary and middle school students
a spring arts and craft. They will build community with the younger students and give the students a safe,
fun, and engaging activity to do while waiting for their parents to come home from work.

● On April 8th, members of the Spanish club went to the Classic Ballroom Dance Studio in Hackettstown for
their annual salsa and merengue lesson. Students danced, laughed, and enjoyed latin dances, and then
they went to Sabor Latino in Dover to taste some delicious Hispanic foods. After lunch, the students had
the opportunity to show off what they had learned at the studio.

● March athletes of the month are as follows:
o Baseball – Matt Iatesta
o Softball – Allison Mountford
o Girls Track – Julia Florio
o Boys Track - Vincent Manni
o Boys Tennis –Michael Lubrano
o Boys Lacrosse – Claudio Ibarra
o Golf – Julia Zonca

● Spring sports:
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o Baseball – 1-0
o Softball – 4-2
o Girls Track – 2-1
o Boys Track – 1-1
o Boys Tennis – 3-1
o Boys Lacrosse – 3-2
o Golf – 1-2

Student Services - Jessica Kucz
Social-Emotional Support

● On April 6th Halsted welcomed the High School TAGS program to the building.  The purpose of this visit
was to offer an opportunity for the current 8th grade class to participate in small group Q & A sessions
with current high school students and further facilitate the smooth transition process to high school for
the 8th grade class.

● On April 11th, 12th and 13th the 7th grade class was able to experience the Child Assault Prevention
program (CAP).  The CAP presentation was formatted into small group sessions where information was
presented to the students and then time was set aside for group Q & A, as well as individual time with the
presenters if necessary.

● The Center for Prevention kicked off both the PEER Rx program as well as the WNBI 2.0 program.  The
PEER Rx program is focused on educating our 8th graders on being smart in regards to prescription drugs
and is a standards-based, cross-curricular teaching resource. The lessons lead students through an
inquiry-based, technology inspired project enabling an opportunity to apply the key concepts learned
about the misuse, abuse and proper use of prescription drugs. (5 week program, once a week).  WNBI 2.0,
is geared to our 6th grade students, with a focus on being aware of the extent to which social media and
the world around us can influence our opinions, views and decisions we make.

Academic Support
● On April 13th, our first ever Career Fair was attended by almost 40 different organizations. Local

businesses (such as Planet Network and United Methodist Communities), apprenticeship opportunities
(electrical and HVAC) and colleges (SCCC and CCM) that offer certification programs were in attendance.
All 11th grade students attended 1 of 2 sessions of the fair and 12th grade students who were interested
also attended. Keep an eye open for an article on TapIntoNewton soon!

● On April 7th, NHS Guidance hosted a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) workshop guided
by the Financial Aid Director of Sussex County Community College Diane Pienta-Lett and her associate.
To apply for federal student aid, such as federal grants, work-study, and loans, you need to complete the
FAFSA. Diane guided a handful of our senior families through the process. Families could utilize this
workshop no matter which college they were attending in the fall. We are happy to report that we have
coordinated with Diane to return in November to assist our Class of 2023 through the FAFSA process.

● A wonderful collaboration between Sussex County Community College and Newton High School is
beginning to take shape. NHS students will have the opportunity to take Dual Enrollment Automotive
courses at the newly renovated McGuire Center this fall. On April 6th interested NHS students traveled to
the McGuire center to tour the facility and learn more about the program from Instructor and Dean of
Technical Occupations Jason Fruge.
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Preschool & Special Education - Jennifer Pasquali
● Total CST students

○ PSD:     36
○ MAS:    69 (105 with PSD)
○ HMS:    77
○ NHS:   113
○ OOD:     22

● Students currently being evaluated
○ PSD:    5
○ MAS:   2
○ HMS:   1
○ NHS:    0

● Special education students moved into or out of the district:
○ MAS:   0 In, 0 Out
○ HMS:   0 In, 0 Out
○ NHS:    0 In, 0 Out
○ OOD:    0 In, 0 Out

Homeless
● There are a total of 11 homeless students; 1 of the homeless students are Newton residents;  all are

attending Newton Schools.
Preschool

● All Preschool classes are presently full.
● Preschool Open House is scheduled for April 27, 2022, 3:15-4:15 at Camp Auxilium and registration for

the 22-23 school year will begin on May 1st.
● NHS drama students visited preschool in costume prior to their spring presentation of Wizard of Oz.

Students voted on their favorite character and the witch came in first.
● Preschool Budget and Enrollment Workbook was submitted.
● April Newsletter
● 22-23 Preschool Operational Plan was approved.
● Ms. Crawford’s chicks have hatched.  Students studies the life cycle and were excited to see a baby chick

hatch.  Sadly several didn’t fully develop and Ms. Crawford made a trip to Tractor Supply. Chicks! Chicks!
And More Chicks!

● Flooding occurred in Cabin 3 on April 11 due to weekend flooding in the area.  The classroom is being
cleaned and the students should be able to return to class after Spring break.

● Officers Finkle and Torres will be at preschool on May 14 for a safety presentation.
● Our Newton Preschool program was selected to participate in the  NJ Pre-K Quality Study. The NJDOE

partnered with the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) out of Rutgers University in
order to conduct classroom observations using the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale-3.
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Observations were conducted on March 10th and 16th and we look forward to the feedback they will
provide.

● NJDOE Early Childhood liaison will be visiting our program and two of our partner programs on May 2,
2022.

Special Education
● The Child Study Team participated on April 1st, 4th, and 6th in the first NJIETA training with targeted PD

on best IEP practices. The second training package is on May 3rd, 4th, 5th and 12th for CST and teachers
on differentiated instruction, which will include in person training and onsite technical assistance through
observation of classrooms.

● In NHS's Life Skills Science class, the students completed a unit on First Aid. They are able to identify an
emergency, contact an appropriate person to help (i.e. adult, 911, etc.), identify tools to help with first aid,
and even how to treat some minor injuries!  Students enjoyed role playing and practicing their skills! Now
they have moved onto appliance safety. They just finished discussing electricity, how it works, and what
conducts it (i.e. water, metal, etc.). Students built series circuits and experimented with different materials
to see what is safe to use around electricity and what is not.

● HMS MD Program has been able to return to monthly trips to the YMCA to practice swim skills and enjoy
the sensory experience of the pool with their classmates.

● HMS Best Buds Club went bowling on April 13th.  Students worked on appropriate social skills with their
peers and how to follow the rules of the game. Getting Ready to Roll, Talking to New Friends, Strike!???,
Best Buds Group

● HMS LLD Program students are finishing their fifth novel study of the school year. Novel studies are
excellent tools to assist in building reading comprehension, fluency and community in the classroom. In
science the students recently gave presentations on selected animals. They spent a month developing
research and assistive technology skills such as text to speech, speech to text as well as basic computer
literacy such as utilizing split screens and inserting information and photos into their slideshows.

● MAS MD Program is enjoying learning some simple cooking skills each week. The students have all
learned to go wash their hands and return to their seats.  Each student has a recipe card with the
ingredients and tools needed.  They work using their voices or communication devices to state what
ingredients are needed and who's turn it is to place the next ingredient in.  The students have worked
together to make mud pies, chocolate cereal bars, and honey trail mix.  Once the food is complete, and we
have all tried some, the students choose a staff member in the building for us to deliver to.  So far the
students have made special deliveries to Ms. McCurry, Mr. Stanton, Mr. Lutz, and Mr. Kansen.

● Planning for ESY is underway.
● DLM testing window is 4/1 - 5/27. Teachers have completed training and have begun testing. There are

only six students participating this year, one at MAS and five at HMS.

Security & Character Education - Ryan Caffrey
It is with great excitement that I write this introduction to you as the new Assistant Principal of Newton
High School. I am truly honored to become a part of the Newton Braves family, with such amazing
students, dedicated staff, and a supportive school community. Taking this position holds special meaning
to me as I am a graduate of Newton High School. By developing relationships and providing the highest
quality education possible, I want students to maximize every opportunity for success to be better
prepared for the next chapters of their lives.

Character Education
● International Social Emotional Learning Day – March 11 was recognized by several teachers at NHS -

(https://selday.org/ ). Several staff members taught lessons around a variety of SEL topics.
● On March 17th the NHS School Climate Team invited all staff and students to wear “Jeans & Green” for

school spirit.
● March NHS Student Brave of the Month: Kevin Rojas

○ A staff member wrote: "Kevin made the selfless choice to help two younger students resolve a
difference in a manner consistent with NHS expectations. He made this choice in front of his
peers and without any request from a staff member".
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● March NHS Staff Brave of the Month: Meg Waldron
○ "Meg has been with us since late fall as a permanent substitute for our health teacher assistant,

and has also taken on the role of testing coordinator. Meg has the experience to be able to
assess and triage any situation, and make an experienced and educated decision on the student
needs. She also took on one of the primary roles of contact tracing during  the winter pandemic
season when we were overwhelmed with students quarantining. Meg is not afraid to roll up her
sleeves and assist whenever and wherever is needed. I really don't know what we would do
without her!"

● A meeting is scheduled with contact people from both MAS and HMS to introduce myself and speak
about how best to communicate activities taking place in each location.

Security
● On March 11, the Pride Survey sponsored by the Center for Prevention & Counseling was administered to

all students through the NHS English classes. The survey is an anonymous student survey for those in
grades 9th to 12th to gauge their attitudes and behaviors regarding school climate, bullying, violence,
alcohol and drug use. The survey information will assist us in making informed decisions by providing us
with the data we need to evaluate our safety/bullying and drug education programs.

● NHS was visited by chiefs of the fire departments of Newton, Andover, and Green. They met with 11th and
12th grade students to discuss the opportunity of joining their municipality’s Junior Firefighter Programs.
NHS currently has fifteen student members of junior first responder programs.

● I am waiting for the release of a date from the NJ Department of Education to register and attend the
School Safety Specialist training. Dates to register and attend the previous training passed prior to
beginning my role at NHS. This course provides training on how the School Safety Specialist should
handle all hazards and follows the phases of crisis management planning, including mitigation,
preparedness, response, and recovery

● I have spoken to Detective Torres of the Newton Police Department to arrange a meeting with various
members of the department for introductions.

Facilities Services - Joe Van Kirk
● The canopy lights at Merriam were converted to LED through the ESIP project as of 3/18.
● The Merriam playground that is being donated by the Lexi Faye Everything Matters Foundation was

delivered on 3/18.  We are working with the Newton DPW on the site construction.
● The solar contractor has submitted plans to the Town for their review and filed a zoning permit.
● The NHS courtyard porous paver project will begin on 4/18.
● The Merriam rain garden will be installed during the week of 4/25.
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