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Newton Public Schools Community:

It has been over a month since I communicated regarding our health situation in the schools.  As we
know, COVID-19 remains with us.  Since the beginning of the school year, the regional risk index has
remained at moderate/yellow, while county case rates have been somewhat higher but relatively stable.

We have experienced a number of positive COVID-19 cases among our school population that have been
traced to have occurred largely outside the school doors.  The following positive cases among our
students and staff were confirmed by the Sussex County Department of Health for the first months of the
school year:

Preschoo
l

Merriam Halsted High School

September 0 13 4 14

October 1 7 11 13

It is important to note that none were considered an outbreak, which the New Jersey Department of
Health defines as:

An outbreak in a school setting is defined as three or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases
among students or staff with onsets within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not
share a household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting during
standard case investigation or contact tracing.

Unfortunately, several cases reported over this long weekend have led the county health
department to declare a case outbreak at Halsted Middle School. The most important outcome of this
is that during an outbreak, close contacts of individuals with COVID-19 who are not fully vaccinated will
be excluded for 14 days from the date of last contact regardless of community transmission levels or
testing outcomes.

Although this has impacted one school today, we are sending this communication to all members of the
Newton school community so we can work together to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible as
we go forward:

1. All eligible residents are strongly encouraged to get vaccinated now! Linked here is
vaccination information published by the Sussex County Department of Health.  Please access this
site and protect your family and our students.

2. All families are urged to keep your children home if they are ill. This is especially true for

http://www.newtonnj.org
https://www.sussex.nj.us/cn/webpage.cfm?TPID=17480&utm_source=healthhome&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=COVID19


COVID-compatible symptoms to include (A) at least two of the following symptoms: fever
(measure or subjective), chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat,
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion or runny nose; or (B) at least one of the
following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder, new
taste disorder.

3. All staff members are reminded to practice and enforce all approved health and safety
protocols at school including mandatory mask wearing, physical distancing to the extent
possible, and regular handwashing among others.

As noted in previous communications, we must all be ready to pivot quickly in regard to our health
protocols and school programs as circumstances change.  I invite you to contact your school nurses,
principals, or me if you have questions or concerns about our health and safety protocols

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene


