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Newton Public Schools Community:

I want to start this letter by acknowledging the painstaking, dedicated work being done by our staff
members at school and by our families at home to keep our children as safe as they can be.  Hopefully
you were able to enjoy a healthy Thanksgiving and are looking forward to the joys of the holiday season.

We know that COVID-19 continues to impact our lives on a daily basis.  It seems as if we are on a roller
coaster as we enter different phases, most recently with a new variant that appears to be more
contagious though perhaps less severe than some of the previous ones.  According to COVID Act Now,
Sussex County has experienced a huge spike in cases over the past three weeks.  The seven day case rate
on December 6th was 81.7, which is nearly as high as it was in January and April of this year.  On the
bright side, hospitalizations remain low with an ICU capacity usage of 53% compared to 95% in January.

Since the beginning of the school year, the regional risk index had remained at moderate risk/yellow.
This week’s index has moved to high risk/orange.  For schools this means that close contacts who are
unvaccinated must quarantine for the full 14 days, and that cannot be reduced through COVID testing.

This is an important point! Having your children vaccinated means they will not have to miss two
weeks of in-person schooling if they are determined to be a close contact of a positive COVID case (as long
as they have no symptoms).  For example, Newton High School had two positive cases identified earlier
this week with 29 close contacts.  However, only 12 people had to quarantine, while 17 others did not
because they are vaccinated!

So, the best thing we can do right now is to get ourselves and our children vaccinated! Sussex
County has a fully vaccinated rate of 58% among eligible residents, compared to 63% in Warren County
and 72% in Morris County.  We can do better!  Linked here is vaccination information published by the
Sussex County Department of Health.  Please access this site and protect your family and our students.

In terms of school cases, we have been fairly stable over the past three weeks.  We experienced a huge
increase during the first two weeks of November (35 cases from November 1-15 versus 7 from November
16-30).  Here is an update on the positive cases among our students and staff confirmed by the Sussex
County Department of Health this school year:

Preschool Merriam Halsted High School TOTAL

September 0 13 4 14 31

October 1 7 11 13 32

November 3 10 19 10 42

December
through December 10th

1 2 3 4 10

http://www.newtonnj.org
https://www.sussex.nj.us/cn/webpage.cfm?TPID=17480&utm_source=healthhome&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=COVID19


It is important to note that only one of these situations (at Halsted Middle School in early November) was
considered an outbreak, which the New Jersey Department of Health defines as:

An outbreak in a school setting is defined as three or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases among
students or staff with onsets within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a
household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting during standard case
investigation or contact tracing.

We continue to urge all families to keep your children home if they are ill.  We regularly remind
ourselves at school to practice and enforce all approved health and safety protocols including
mandatory mask wearing, physical distancing to the extent possible, and regular handwashing among
others.

On another health-related topic, we were all deeply saddened by the recent school tragedy in Oxford,
Michigan, where four students were killed, seven people were injured, and no one remains unscarred.
As with many similar incidents, there were signs and signals. Mental health is critical to our lives, and
we must listen to our children when they tell or show us something that is disturbing. Know that
our schools are committed to investigating all information that suggests something is not right, and erring
on the side of caution in taking all necessary steps to keep our schools as safe and secure as they can be.

As always, I invite you to contact your school nurses, principals, or me if you have questions or concerns
about our health and safety protocols.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene


