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Newton Public Schools Community:

The Newton Public Schools will be implementing Governor Murphy’s announcement that the indoor
mask mandate for schools will expire as of March 7, 2022, due to the improved health environment
throughout the state.  Mask wearing continues to be required on school buses by federal order.

The relaxation of universal mask wearing is based on current local health conditions, which are subject
to change.  The region and state have been at moderate risk/yellow for several weeks now according to
the weekly COVID-19 activity level reports.  Here is a link to today’s data on Sussex County from the
national COVID Act Now database, showing the continuing downward track in infection rates, case rates,
and hospitalizations.

We are in the process of revising our district’s Safe Return to School Plan to relax universal mask wearing
and implement related recommendations from the NJ Department of Health received this week.  Here are
the important changes our district will be making:

1. Mask wearing will be voluntary as a general practice regardless of vaccination status.
Individuals should make masking decisions based on their specific situations.  All students, staff,
and visitors are expected to respect the wishes of those who choose to wear masks as well as those
who choose not to wear them.  Harassment, intimidation, and bullying of anyone for their
personal health choices will not be tolerated.

2. Federal orders continue to require mask wearing on school buses, which we are obligated to
enforce.  We ask all families to help us ensure that any child who rides a school bus brings and
wears a mask from the time they enter until the time they exit the bus.

3. Mask wearing will be required under the following conditions:
a. After returning to school during days 6-10 of isolation or quarantine;
b. When students or staff become ill with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 while in school;
c. During an active outbreak within a school or classroom as communicated by school health

announcement; and
d. During periods of elevated community transmission as communicated by school health

announcement.

We will keep you updated if there are changes to the community health situation that would require
modifications of these expectations.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene

http://www.newtonnj.org
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://covidactnow.org/us/new_jersey-nj/county/sussex_county/chart/5?s=27881678

