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Newton Public Schools Community:

This is an update to last Friday’s announcement of scheduling changes, namely the implementation of a 3 foot
social distancing standard at the Preschool Program at Camp Auxilium and Merriam Avenue School per NJ
Department of Health recommendations.  We plan to begin on Monday April 12, and look forward to welcoming
our younger students back to a full day program to accelerate their learning and continue to address the social,
emotional, and mental health implications of this prolonged pandemic.

It is important to note that we have not had a single incidence of infectious outbreak in the schools during the
school year thus far.  This is in large measure to our strict adherence to health and safety protocols such as
mandatory face coverings, regular hand washing, and recommended social distancing.  We will continue that
vigilance to make sure we keep the health and safety of all students and staff as our top priority.

As you may be aware, the community health situation has deteriorated even in just the past several days. The
county case rate remains the worst in the state, up from 64.1 last Friday to 79.3 as of yesterday.  The infection and
positive test rates are the second highest in the state.  You can receive up to date information on the community
health situation from covidactnow.org.

We will use the coming days to continue to monitor the health data, and make further decisions on our school
program. This could include pivoting to fully remote learning for a time, while giving staff and families as
many days as possible to plan.

We wish all a safe and healthy school break.  You are strongly encouraged to follow the state’s travel advisory
and prepare to quarantine as recommended should you choose to travel beyond the region.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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