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Newton Public Schools Community:

We hope you and your family are having a pleasant summer and experiencing good health, both
physically and mentally.  I encourage you to have all eligible family members vaccinated if that has not
happened already.

We have had a productive Summer Learning Academy thus far with over 200 students engaged in
meaningful learning activities with their teachers, assistants, and peers while also improving their
social-emotional health in preparation to transitioning back to fully in-person learning.

To repeat, our plan is to return to fully in-person learning.  The State has made it clear to schools that
there is to be no broad family option for remote instruction. If the district is required to exclude a
student, group of students, a class, or multiple classes, while the school itself remains open for in-person
instruction, the district will be prepared to offer remote instruction to those students in a manner
commensurate with in-person instruction to the extent possible.

Linked here is an updated Safe Return to School Plan, which takes the place of last year's Restart and
Recovery Plan and a previously issued Safe Return Plan.  It has been modified based on the latest
guidance issued by the NJ Departments of Health and Education on July 28, 2021.  Here are some key
points for our families:

1. Mask use is encouraged for individuals who are not fully vaccinated unless a mask cannot be
safely worn.  Per order of the CDC, passengers and drivers must wear masks on school buses.
Note: Updated NJDOH guidance on masking in the school setting is expected prior to the start of the
2021-2022 school year and will factor into the final recommendations from the State for masking
this fall.

2. Classroom seating/desks will be spaced at least three (3) feet apart to the extent possible while
offering full-time, in-person learning to all students.

3. Teaching and reinforcing handwashing with soap and water for at least twenty (20) seconds and
modeling frequent practice among students and staff will continue.  The district will provide
adequate supplies for healthy hygiene behaviors, including soap, hand sanitizer with at least sixty
(60) percent alcohol, paper towels, tissues, disinfectant wipes, no-touch trash cans, and face
coverings.

4. Cleaning and application of disinfectant will continue to be done routinely to frequently touched
surfaces and objects.  A schedule with procedures for routine cleaning and disinfectant
application will be maintained.

5. The district will ensure ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor
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air as much as possible as required by code.  The district will conduct a holistic assessment of
ventilation systems and develop an action plan to address findings.  The district’s energy savings
plan includes a measure to retro commission each unit ventilator motor, fan and damper
throughout the district to ensure the unit is functioning to manufacturer’s specifications.

6. If your child is exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms at home, s/he should not be sent to school.  Parents
are strongly encouraged to take their child's temperature prior to sending their child to school.

7. Once students report to their first class of the day, teachers are to conduct a visual inspection of
the group for signs of illness.  Students and staff who exhibit symptoms related to COVID-19 while
in school will be safely and respectfully isolated from others in an identified isolation room
separate from the nurse’s office.

8. Parents should notify the school nurse if their child becomes sick with COVID-19 symptoms, tests
positive for COVID-19, or has been exposed to someone with COVID-19 symptoms or a confirmed
or suspected case.

9. The district does not conduct clinical coronavirus testing on site, but refers families to local health
organizations for these services.

10. The district continues to communicate directly with the county departments of health and
education to make staff, students, and families aware of vaccination opportunities and
information.

This is a very fluid situation given the resurgence of COVID-19 in our region. We must all be ready to
pivot quickly in regard to our health protocols and school programs as circumstances change.

You will be receiving more detailed information from the school offices on scheduling, programming, etc.
The principals and I welcome your questions and concerns about the opening of school this year.  We
look forward to greeting your children for the first day of school on Tuesday September 7th.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene


