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Newton Public Schools Community:

Yesterday afternoon I sent a health announcement to all families regarding the recently updated Safe
Return to School Plan approved by the Board of Education at its July 27 meeting.  We always want to keep
our stakeholders informed in a timely manner, while also limiting mixed messages and confusion.  I
waited a week to share the Plan in hopes that recommendations coming from the CDC and Governor’s
offices would result in written health guidance for schools.

You may have heard in news reports late yesterday and today that Governor Murphy is reinstituting an
indoor mask mandate regardless of vaccination status for all New Jersey pK-12 schools to begin the
school year in September. This follows recent CDC recommendations for all teachers and students to
wear masks indoors, including the vaccinated.  We will revise our protocols accordingly, back to the
standards we had in place as we ended the 2020-21 school year.  Given that this is being driven by the
current health situation, we will require mask wearing indoors  immediately, including  for the last
week of the Summer Learning Academy .

Hopefully, this will be a temporary measure, but the health situation is getting worse by the week.  The
CALI Report for the northwest region remains at moderate risk (yellow), but the case rates have gone
from 2.03 per 100,000 during the week of July 3 to 8.15 for the week of July 31.  That is the second lowest
among the state’s six regions, but the trend is not good. Covidactnow.org has Sussex County’s case rate at
10.5 as of today, and we are at just over 50% vaccinated among those who are eligible in the county.  My
message to parents yesterday strongly encouraged vaccination for all eligible family members.

We do not expect this to be welcome news to all in our community.  Our protocols have always allowed
for limited exemptions based on medical reasons. If that is asserted, we will ask those individuals to
confer with our school nurses and administrators for a determination.  Otherwise, we must enforce the
Governor's directive for the health and safety of all involved.

Let me restate from yesterday: this is a very fluid situation given the resurgence of COVID-19 in our
region. We must all be ready to pivot quickly in regard to our health protocols and school programs
as circumstances change.

I wish you and your family good health and a pleasant remainder of the summer.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene

http://www.newtonnj.org
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2021_30.pdf
https://covidactnow.org/

