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Newton Public Schools Community:

Our school year has started off successfully in many ways.  We have been glad to welcome our students
back to fully in-person learning while adapting to “a road less traveled”.  We knew that social, emotional,
and mental health would be at the top of our agenda, and considerable efforts have been made to assess
where our students have been and where they may be today.  Academic learning is also a priority, as we
conduct local formative assessment leading to the state’s Start Strong Assessments coming up in October.

All of this is done with an eye toward providing the best possible environment for student learning.  Yet,
we also know that the coronavirus pandemic remains with us despite mass vaccinations and school
health protocols.  Here is some of the up-to-date information on the community and school situation:

● NJ CALI Report (week ending September 18) - moderate/yellow regional risk with case rate of 16.4.
Please be aware: A change to orange/high risk would mean that the quarantine period for
all unvaccinated close contacts will move to 14 days.

● Sussex County (as of September 23)
○ Case rate = 30.4 (8th highest in the state, up from 10.5 in early August)
○ Infection rate = 1.10 (2nd highest)
○ Positive test rate = 7.2 (6th highest)
○ Vaccination rate = 62.3% (17th highest)

● School Cases (as of September 23) - 24 confirmed positives with 125 close contacts

This is a very fluid situation given the resurgence of COVID-19 in our region.  We must all be ready
to pivot quickly in regard to our health protocols and school programs as circumstances change.

Given the need to isolate close contacts and having a different instructional program from last year, we
have developed the following district-wide standards for remote instruction due to quarantine:

1. Teachers will provide learning activities to their students preferably online, and/or in hard
copy;

2. Teachers should use approved digital learning platforms (i.e., Google Classroom or Canvas) as
the primary delivery methods for online learning activities;

3. Teachers have the option to provide live feeds from their classrooms (when applicable to the
specific classroom activity), or post recorded excerpts of their live instruction, so as to meet or
exceed the state requirement to offer remote instruction in a manner commensurate with
in-person instruction to the extent possible; and

4. It is important to note that these standards are simply a baseline: our expectation
remains that we will do whatever we believe is in the best educational interests of our
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students.

It has been reported that a vaccine for students aged 5-11 may be given emergency authorization before
long. We are encouraging all eligible residents to get vaccinated now!  Linked here is information on
vaccination guidelines and pop-up clinics published by the Sussex County Department of Health.  Please
access this site and protect your family and our students.

Our Safe Return to School Plan was updated and reapproved this week by the Board of Education.  This is
the fourth edition issued since late June 2021 following several executive orders and revisions to state
health guidelines.  An important new requirement is that all school personnel (e.g., teachers,
administrators, support staff) are required to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 by October 18, or submit
to regular weekly testing.

We also ask that you continue to remind your children to practice the effective measures we have used
since the beginning of the pandemic to protect the safety of others such as: staying home when sick,
wearing masks, maintaining appropriate physical distance, washing hands regularly, and covering
sneezes and coughs.

As always, I invite you to contact your school nurses, principals, or me if you have questions or concerns
about our health and safety protocols

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene

https://www.sussex.nj.us/cn/webpage.cfm?TPID=17480&utm_source=healthhome&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=COVID19
https://www.sussex.nj.us/cn/webpage.cfm?TPID=17480&utm_source=healthhome&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=COVID19
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/803225/777f9ad2-ddb1-11e6-8383-22000bd8490f/2319766/69947620-1d42-11ec-94a5-0e23090d1f99/file/Safe%20Return%20Plan%209-21-21.pdf

