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Newton Public Schools Community:

We are looking forward to welcoming our students back to all school buildings on Tuesday September 7.
We hope you are looking forward to the resumption of the school program as well.  School schedules
have been revised for the new year, which has delayed the distribution of student schedules.  The portal
should be open by the end of the day on Friday August 27.

The State has made it clear thus far that all students are to attend school in-person, and there is no
family option for remote instruction. If the district is required to exclude students for quarantine
reasons, we will be prepared to offer remote instruction to those students in a manner commensurate
with in-person instruction to the extent possible, but currently there is no family option.  Please prepare
your children for their return to in-person learning.

Our Safe Return to School Plan was updated and reapproved this week by the Board of Education.  This is
the third edition issued this summer following several executive orders and revisions to state health
guidelines.  An important requirement is that indoor mask wearing is mandated for all pK-12
students, staff, and visitors regardless of vaccination status. As of  earlier this week, all school
personnel (e.g., teachers, administrators, support staff) will also be required to be fully vaccinated for
COVID-19 by October 18, or submit to regular weekly testing.

Educators are not the only ones whose vaccinations will help us become healthier as a community. We
are encouraging all eligible residents to get vaccinated now! Linked here is information on
vaccination guidelines and pop-up clinics published by the Sussex County Department of Health.  Please
access this site and protect your family and our students.

We also ask that you continue to remind your children to practice the effective measures we have used
since the beginning of the pandemic to protect the safety of others such as: staying home when sick,
wearing masks, maintaining appropriate physical distance, washing hands regularly, and covering
sneezes and coughs.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in helping us maintain a healthy environment for everyone.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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