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Newton Public Schools Community:

This announcement is being made as Newton High School has experienced a recent surge in COVID-19
illness among our students and staff.  24 individuals have been identified as COVID-positive since last
Monday with 309 close contacts and 128 needing to quarantine.  Another 9 positive cases were identified
last night requiring contact tracing today, which will add dozens more close contacts to these totals.

Given the rapidly emerging situation, we are moving Newton High School to fully remote
instruction from Tuesday December 21 through Thursday December 23, 2021. Since this is a
health-related closure, all three days will count toward the 180 days required by state law. All high school
athletics and cocurricular activities are postponed beginning Monday December 20 at 2:35 pm through
Thursday the 23rd.  The high school administration will follow up with some further details to help guide
our process over the coming days.

COVID-19 activity is not anywhere near these levels in our other schools, so we will maintain in-person
instruction at this time at Halsted Middle School, Merriam Avenue School, and the Preschool Program at
Camp Auxilium.  Here are the numbers reported from those schools over the past week (note: some of
Merriam Avenue’s positives involve multiple children within a family):

Preschool Merriam Halsted

COVID-19 Positives 2 11 1

Close Contacts 5 11 0

Quarantined 5 6 0

Needless to say as we move toward winter break, we implore everyone to take appropriate safety
precautions to protect you and your families as these shifts in viral activity arise.  We wish you health
and happiness through the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
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