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Start Strong Assessments

◼ Produced information to be used as a standards-based 
complement to the resources used by educators in their 
classrooms to evaluate the needs of students.

◼ Were administered quickly, in person, and provided immediate 
results.

◼ Satisfied federal statewide assessment requirements in English 
language arts, mathematics, and science only for the 2020-2021 
school year. The New Jersey Student Learning Assessments 
(NJSLA) schedule will resume in Spring 2022. 

◼ Do not replace local standards-based benchmark assessments 
we have in place (e.g., iReady).

◼ Neither replace the Spring 2022 NJSLA statewide summative 
assessments nor are predictive of their results.



Start Strong Design

◼ Based on a subset of prioritized prior-year academic standards to provide a 
data point on the level of support a student may need to engage in 
grade-level content.

▪ Examples: Grade 5 ELA Start Strong assessment is aligned to a subset of the 
NJSLS for Grade 4 ELA; Grade 8 Math Start Strong assessment is aligned to a 
subset of the NJSLS for Grade 7 Math.

◼ Used released high-quality items from the NJSLA item bank.

◼ Contained efficient question types to produce on-demand results for 
educators.

◼ Could be administered in 45–60 minutes.

Note: The test design, which allowed for shortened testing time and immediate results, 
means that Start Strong results must be interpreted and used differently than NJSLA 
results. They do not cover the breadth and depth of standards as seen on the NJSLA and 
do not support the same comparisons or inferences about student proficiency.



Start Strong Results 
Interpretation Considerations

Start Strong assessments provide a data point to support:

▪ District-level curriculum planning and revisiting prerequisite concepts and 
skills

▪ Evaluating scope and sequence based on distribution of student support 
needs

▪ Providing professional learning supports for differentiation and 
scaffolding based on student results

▪ Using the Individual Student Reports (ISRs) for conversations between 
parents and educators on where their child might need support

▪ Start Strong data should be analyzed alongside other important measures 
of student outcomes, like benchmark assessments, teacher-created 
formative assessments, and attendance data to provide a more complete 
perspective on resources, support, and student success.
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Intervention Strategies

◼ Teachers used the data early on to plan for whole class lessons to 
reinforce and extend priority learning from the past year.

◼ The data is used by teachers in lesson planning for current and 
future Tier 1 differentiation and Tier 2/3 intervention.

◼ Federal funding (ESSER, Title I-II-II-IV) has been (and will 
continue to be) allocated to address grade level specific or holistic 
areas for growth.  This will be seen in the form of teacher leaders, 
tutoring, C2C programming, summer learning academy, and 
social-emotional-mental health supports. 

◼ We need to drive improvement among the higher performing 
groups as well.


